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MAY IT PLFASE TOUR MAFESTY, 






Turse inquiries concerning the domeftic 
and rural economy of the Hindoos, wie 
originally made as the means of obtaining = 
better information regarding the condition 2 
_of a numerous people, living — in a ftate of 
fociety and manners to me almoft entirely 
new: They were communicated to the 
public, with a view of rendering the in- 
habitants of thele remote parts of your Ma- 
jefty’s 


iv : 
_jefty’s dominions, better known to your 
fubjets in Europe; and they are now 
humbly offered to your Majefty as a tribute 
of gratitude for that fecurity and protection 
which their author enjoyed, in common 
with many millions of your fubjedts in the 


‘ midft of Afia. 


Ba. ex 
ae wer 


. e a ay ; 
“Wuat refletions may arife in your Ma~ | 


jefty’s breaft, on viewing the domeftic cir- © 
cumftances, and actual.condition of fo large 
_ a portion of the human race, I prefume not. 
to conjecture ; but your fubjects can hardly. 
contemplate without reverence and grati- 
tude, that difpenfation of Providence which: 
has committed to your Majefty’s protection- 
and care, a more numerous people, and 
more extenfive territories, than ever fell un- 


der the dominion of any European Mo-. 


- narch ; 


: eee, : 

~ march; hecanks it has enabled cone Councils 
to govern them with greater wifdom and mo- 
deration. During your long, eventful, and 
profperous reign, the anarchy confequent 
on the downfal of the Mogul Empire, has 
been fucceeded’ by order: The cruel fpolia- 
tions of contending chicfaine have been 
falbended ; arts have been encouraged ; fe- 
veral new manufactures have been intro- 
duced, and many more. have been extended: — 
And while the "bleffings’ of fecurity and — 
peace have been conferred upon a numerous 
people, better means have been fupplied : 
them of acquiring the knowledge of truth, 
and the practice of virtue: The time has 
arrived, when. Afia, which gave the firtt lef. 
fons of civilization to mankind, is deftined 
to receive them back with intereft into her 
bofom'; and when India, the peculiar re. 


region 





* : rae e ; Se 
vi 


gion of defpotifm, mutt experience the blef-. 


fings of a mild and rational government. 
I adi 
May it pleafe your Majefty, 
Tout Mey = 
Obedient cane and oe 
warn Servant, 


WILLIAM TENNANT, 


PREFACE. 


reat ie 
eovevsrese 


_ OF the information contained in thefe volumes, by 
| far the greater part is the-refule of perfonal obferva- 
tion, and of inquiriesmade upon the fpot, during a 
refidence of feveral years in different parts of India. 
' The progrefs of the army to which I was attached, 
prefented. to my examination, during that period, a 
large extent of country, in a line of march of more 
than three thoufand miles. The duties of my pro- 
_ feflion obliged me, befides, to undertake many jour- 
nics in different directions, where the army did not - 
| penetrate ; and curiofity often prompted me to make 
thorter excurfions wherever information might be 
procured, 





vill 

‘Tu different Officers, under whom I fucceffively 
ferved, far from embarrafling, by their official au-_ 
thority, encouraged thefe purfuits; and to Lieu- 
tenant-General Sir James Craig, Major-Generals 
Alexander Mackenzie, and Hay Macdowall, I am 
obliged for feveral ufeful topics of difcuffion, as well 
as for the moft polite indulgence in the difpofal 
of my time, on every occafion, confiftent with the 


duties of my ftation in the army. 


. ANOTHER fource of-information was frequently” 
afforded me by the converfation and writings of fe. 
veral intelligent natives of India, both Muffulmans 
and Hindoos: Whatever was found difficult or ob- 
fcure, thefe men were referred to for elucidation, 
as the beft qualified to decide on their own man. 
ners and inftitutions. Gholam Hoflein Khan, Abu 
Taleb Khan, and Ram Jeet Sing, as often ‘i they 
were confulted on doubtful points, fupplied more 
corre&t information; they are men of noble birth 
and confiderable rank, but ftill more diftinguifhed 
among their countrymen, by their extenfive knows 
_ and refpeCtability of charater, 
My 


2 
Ix 


_ My flation in the army afforded me frequent op- 
portunity of oral converfation with the moft intel- 
ligent of the Honourable Company’s civil and mi- 
litary fervants ; and to’ their ‘unaffected hofpitality, 
and liberal communications, I owe many obligations. 
With equal pleafure and advantage I have confulted 
the writings of many of thofe Gentlemen, who from 
their profeffional labours, and long refidence in the 
country, have become beft acquainted with its af- 
fairs. The works of Sir W. Jones, Dr. Roxburgh, 
‘Dr. Hunter, Dr. Fontana, and Captain Hardwick, 
_are not mentioned in literary circles without refpect 
vand approbation ; and. of .fome of them the reputa- 
tion is fo high as leaves no room for panegyric. 


: x AM not without hope, theteieee. that exces in 
this eventful and dangerous period, when literary 
_ purfuits are in a great meafure laid afide, that by 
fome perfons wearied with the buftle of politics, and 


the noife of war, thefe Recreations may be reforted 


to for the amufement of a leifure hour, and that by 
others whofe views, or thofe of their friends, are 
turned to India, they may be perufed from higher 

b motives. 





or 
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Jabour and one wait. serie with fome foli- 
citude, and will bow to its fentence wich pevfett 
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. INTRODUCTION. 


eo; eee Pas a 14 


ee ee a i 


Calcutta, Sept. 1796. 


THe cae of Hindoftan, “containing all the prin- 
cipal fettlements which. have. been formed by the 
European nations on the continent of Afia, is in ex- 
tent nearly equal to Europe. In geographical lan- 
guage, this_ name is applied only to that traét which 
is bounded on the weft and eaft by the Indus and 
the Barrampooter; on the north by the mountains 
of Thibet and Tartary; and on the fouth by the 
river Nirbudda, and the lower boundaries of Bengal 
and. Bahar. The extremity of the peninfula, which 
contained nearly one half of the Mogul empire, 
among the Indian geographers, received the.appella- 
tion of Da or South*. In the ancient language 

A of 





* Vid. Major Rennel’s Mem. p. 19. Introd. 
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of Hindoftan, this name is not found; the country 
is in the Sanfcreet ‘ftyled Bharata. The name of 


India was adopted by the Greeks, from the Perfians, ' 


and is of comparatively modern application *. Ina 
period long before the moft ancient European re- 
cords, this part of Afia had attained to fome degree 
of civilization, and had made confiderable progrefs 
in the arts of life. _ Since the earlieft. commencement 
of authentic hiftory in Europe, its manufactures, 


{cience, and religion, have attracted the attention of - 


_ every ftate in that quarter of the world. 


Dun admiration of what is ancient, has, however, 
been exceflive ; and. prompted hiftorians for up- 
wards of twenty centuries to exaggerate their ac- 
_counts of oriental attainnients beyond the truth. The 
improvement of the Hindoos: has, unqueftionably, 
been much earlier than that of any nation in Eu- 


Tope 5 but it is equally certain that their attainments — 


in almoft all the arts are lefs confiderable: They are 
now nearly in the fame ftate as they were two 


thoufand years agot , when they were far furpaffed in 


many particulars both by the Greeks ae Romans, 


: 


‘Tey, as well as the Chinefe, have brought the 
more ufeful arts to a degree of perfection requifite 
for the common Purpoles of life; but the efforts ei- 


eid 


* Vid. Tranflat. of the Heftopades, by Me Wikis pe 3 32: 
as Roberten s Diguif, sarees sails 


et tad 
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ther of curiofity, or of their genius, have never car- 
ried them. beyond ‘this point. The mediocrity of 
their {kill in the arts neceflary for defence, has been 
always confpicuous ; for they have been fucceffively 
conquered by the Perfians, the Patans, the Moguls, 
and modern ‘nations of Europe. That very people 
whom European difcipline has fince rendered fo for- 
_midable, had uniformly been accuftomed to yield up 
their rich country an eafy prey to every invader 3 
and had, perhaps, feldom a dynafty of pines from 
their own countrymen. 


Sts apelin is the earlieft European hiftorian who 
makes mention of this country ; his work was com- 
pofed. 440 years before-oursera. Even then, it had 

-. begun to experience the-calamities of invafion ; for 
it was partly conquered by Darius Hyftafpes *. Alex- 
ander’s expedition to the banks of the Indus, firft 
communicated to Europeans authentic information 
concerning that part of India which has fince obtain- 
ed the name of the Panjab, or Five Rivers, the 
fources of the Indus, down which part of the: Gre- 
cian troops were conducted by Nearchus. .Megaf- 
thenes, the ambaflador of Seleucus, during his long 
refidence at Palibothra, tranfmitted farther informa- 
tion; of which Strabo, Pliny, and Arrian have 
availed themfelves in the accounts they have given 
of India. Its commerce, which at firft centered in 
Tyre 


* Herodot.: lib. iv. 
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‘Tyre*, was afterwards transferred to Bendre :. 
when it was conduéted by the Greeks, Romans, | 
and Venetians, till the difcovery of a paflage to In- 
dia by the Cape of —— Hope. = 


 Durtite all this period, containing two thoufind 
years, the Hindoo manners and cuftoms have ex- 
perienced ‘very little change. Their knowledge, | 
their manufactures, and arts; even their drefs, and 
modes of liying, are defcribed as being exactly in 
the fame fiate they are at prefent. The following 
particulars, noticed by Arrian, will prefent to the 
mind of every perfon who has vifited India, a picture 
of their prefent cuftoms-and manners by no means 
inaccurate. “ Their ‘bodies are flender in form ; 
their diet principally vegetables ; ; they are divided 
into caits, and fubordinate* ‘clafles; and the fame 
trade is perpetuated in a family, font generation to. 
generation. Marriages are’ permitted at feven years 
of age; but prohibited between different clafles 4. 
‘The men wear ear-rimgs 5 party- -coloured fhoes, and 
frequently veils, which cover the head and fhoulders.. 
The lower orders have their faces daubed with co- 


lours, 


*. Hiram, its king, was contemparary with Solomon ; 5 and 
the facred writers frequently mention the wealth of that city. 
Vid. Ezekiel’s Proph. 


“Not confummated till the age of puberty; and in the 
itutes of Menu, intermartriages of the different claffes are 
zed as valid, but fligmatized as contra bonos mores. 






INDIAN REC REATIONS. é 5 


louts, while the higher ranks have umbrellas carried 
over them, Two-handed fwords are carried about; 
with bows, whofe ftrings are drawn by the foot.’ 
Their ingenuity in catching elephants, and their me-. 
thod of manufacturing cotton, are all noticed in 
_terms not inapplicable to their prefent ftate *. 


Tuts fingular ftability difplayed in the manners of 
Indians, muft. be imputed to their religion. The 
Braminical rites and inftitutions enter into every part 
of their manners, and guide almoft every adtion of 
their lives. Whatever thefe injoin, is therefore un- 
alterable; for it is by them. regarded not merely 
with that veneration which™=men pay to ancient 
cuftoms, but as the injunétions of Heaven which it 
were impiety to violate, .Hence.the manners of the 
Hindoos have remained ‘unafféGted by thofe inva- 
fions and infurre€tions which have fo often changed 
the condition of fociety in other countries. They 
have’ refifted equally the enthufiafm and cruelty of. 
the Mahomedan, and the feebler efforts of European 
miffionaries, for their converfion. 


Txoucn this be the ftate in which the Hindoos 
were. found by the firft Europeans who vifited their 
country, there is no reafon to conclude, that prior to 
that period, they were not in a ftate comparatively 
- ¥ude; and that they gradually emerged from that 

xe a Meee primeval 
* Vid. Hift. Asian, paffim: 
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primeval barbarity in which nature has decreed to 
envelope the origin of nations,. Hiftory affords di- 
rect teftimony of this fat. ‘Thofe writers already 
mentioned, notice that they -were ruled by indepen- 
dent princes, whofe territories, by the fmallnefs of 
their extent, feemed to announce the limited progrefs 
they had made in focial union, and their humble at- 
tainments in the art of government. Their caves in 
 Elephanta and Salfette, are ftanding monuments of 
the original gloomy ftate of their fuperftition, and 
the imperfeCtion of their arts, particularly that of 
architeéture, which i a Loe = moft. intricate 
and laborious OF any: 2 =e oe 





“ Tue Hindoo ttainadenla in the arts, however, 
fuch as they are, have uniformly fupplied the ma- 
terials of a trade to the weftern world, which has en- 
riched every nation engaged in it. There a paffion 
for Indian manufactures has attuated the higher 
ranks of fociety in every age; and has conferred a 


degree of importance upon thofe nations who have 


imported them, which they could not otherwile 
have attained. 


” "Tre territories obtained by the Britifh in this part 


of the world, though later in their acquifition; in 
extent and importance far furpafs what has ever. 
fallen to the lot of any other nation. With a cir- 
cumfcribed territory at home, they have reached a 
_ wery high degree of eminence’ among the nations of 
: Europe, = their dominion in Hindoftan, and 

. their 





* 
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their commercial intercourfe with the reft of Afia, 
confers upon them a greater influence on the happi- 
nefs of mankind, than the moft extenfive empire of 
China can-boaft. Time alone can difcover whether 

‘their conneétion with the Hindoos fhall be more 
effectual in meliorating ‘their condition, than that of 
the various nations who have reduced them under 
their fubjection.". 


a this effett thall follow, fo deeply seciating to 
a large portion of our fellow creatures, it mult be 
the refult of an enlarged knowledge of thcir interefts 
as connected with our own.. The immenfe refources 
of England, which, in allour wars, have aftonifhed 
* the nations of Europée,!aré created and fupplied by 
our commerce; and of this, the trade of India is. 
the moft confiderable. -branch,” OCF ee Sate the and 
country is involved in that of the other: with her 
nates) in Afia Great Britain sulk sage or fall. 


Pan Sycliigations of the Adviculeaah Board a 
ote produced a mafs of ufeful information, pof- 
fefled by no other nation in Europe. The views or 
claims of intereft and of advantage, are equally ftrong — 
for a fimilar ftatiftical account of India: fhould that 
‘meafure be carried into effect with equal ability, an 
obligation of the higheft importance would be con- 
ferred by that inftitution ups their country. 

 * 

A set of printed queries fent to every com 

cial a. faétor, or other officer in ae 
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ould: in the courfe of a few years, determine how _ 
fully fuch a meafure was practicable. Diligent en- 
quiry would foon afcertain the moft important arti- 
ticles of inveftigation: fuch as the number of the 
inhabitants ; the particular manufaCtures, or labour, 
in which'the people are employed in each diftrict ; 
the rate of their wages, and the expence of their 
living ; the different branches of hufbandry, fuch as 
the tenure by which the farmers hold their poffef- 
fions ; the rent, and different kinds of pete with 
their value in the market. 


WERE all dhe pte shit fii deo ab a thou- 
fand means of at once ‘improving. the revenue and 
the condition of the people, would occur, which .at 
prefent are either concealéd, or left to vague conjec- 
'. ture. Pliny made ‘the ‘Romans acquainted, in fome 
‘degree, with the ftate of India, while they had-no 
poffeffions there, and when that people could not af. 
fect the condition of the natives. The trade carried’ 
on with it feemed to-him fo immenfe, as to intereft 
every member of the {tate ; yet the commerce.of 
the Romans with India did not exceed fifty millions 
of felterces * annually, or about one-tenth part of 

that of Britain, exclufive of her immenfe territorial 
revenues}. The very diftance of our poffefions a- . 
lone feems to require that fome means fhould be a- 

: dopted 

* The grofs revenue of Bengal and the Upper provinces is 
Rated at fix millions, and four millions more may be Bees 
as the amount of the other provinces. : 
<< fg4o,csel. 
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dopted of laying local knowledge before its legifla- 
tors, and the executive government. No part of 
the Roman empire, large as it was, exceeded the 
-diftance of two thoufand miles from the capital * ; 

a knowledge of its provinces. could more eafily be 
acquired and diffeminated among the people, than in 
a ftate, the greater part of whofe dominions lie fifteen 
thoufand miles in a direét route from the feat of Go- 
vernment. If the following fketches fhall in any 
manner prove introduétory to fuch a work, by 
demonftrating the pratticability of the undertaking, 
the labour beftowed in compiling them, will be 
amply rewarded ; and their author will have the fa- 
tisfadion of faving neithkg piyed nor written in vain, 


Hz is fully fenfible “of: “the ‘many din pettchtions 
with which his lucubrations’muft abound. The 
fubject is too extenfive to be thoroughly inveftigated 
by one perfon: neither his health nor his time per- 
mitted him to pay it all that attention which it juftly 
merits. . All, therefore, pretended by the following 
ftri€tures, is a fhort view of the different fubjects, 
which he holds out to be farther difeuffed, and 
finifhed by other hands. He has the comfort to re- 
fleét, that no ‘part is wilfully miftated, nor any man’s 
chara&ter wantonly attacked ; and he will cheerfully 
: eae unintended errors. 


nee 2 8 : S THE 


eae Vide Rennel’s Memoirs. 
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‘THE MAHOMEDAN CONQUESTS IN INDIA, 


Ganges, near Benares, Sept. 1797. 


AmipsT all that boaft of Afiatic fcience and litera- 
ture; and thofe lofty claims in favour of Braminical — 
knowledge that have lately been advanced, there are 
perhaps no nations more ignorant of their own ori- 
gin and hiftory than the Hindoos and Chinefe. Al- - 
though we have had accefs to the Sanfcreet records. 
at Benares, for feveral years, and fome perfons are 
tranflating them, no hiftory of the country has been 
found which is the compofition of a native. From 
the time of Alexander till the Mahomedan cconquett, 
not even the materials of hiftory have been produced 
from Hindoo records. Mahomed Ferifhta, a muffel- 
man, in the beginning of the feventeenth century, 
compiled a hiftory of Hindoftan from Perfian au- 
thers ; a tranflation of which, by Colonel Dow, _ 
Jong been in pofleffion of the — 


Tae 


\ 
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‘Tue manners of a people are to be gathered from 
allufions in their poetry; and this is perhaps the 
. chief advantage that fcience will derive from the ans 
cient records of this country. The Mahabaret, 
which is now tranflating *, is a very ancient hiftori- 
cal poem, in which the truth of faéts is: probably 
till more diftorted by exaggeration, than, in Homer; 
you find the rape of Helen, and the fiege of Troy. 
A flowery poet, or a ftill more bombaftic and loofe 
hiftorian, feems to be the utmoft that Afiatic genius © 
can. produce: a vigorous intellect, matured judg. 
ment, and precifion in ftyle, are the grcath of colder 
latitudes t: : 


Aut we. learn, even’ on the Perfian Ferifhta, is 
that Hindoftan was at firfe divided into a great num- 
ber of feparate kingdoms ;. and atrerwands feebly 
united under the Mahomedan emperors, that they 
made but {mall refiftance either to the firft invaders 
of the country, or, to its fabfequent conquerors, 
Each province, attached to its viceroy, who was -al- 
moft independent of the emperor, fell an eafy prey to 
the incurfions of Tamerlane, Baber, Humaioon, and 
Nadir Shah.. The Ayeen Acbery of Abul Fazel, is 
confined toa ftatiftical hiftory of the empire of 

Delhi, 


~® By Mr Wilkins, a gentleman poffefled of much know- 
isige of the languages of India, who has already = avi 
epifode of this work, entitled the Bhagrat Geeta: 

+ Vid. Major Rennel’s Mem. PH ABis 
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Delhi, during the reign of Acber; upon the otlier 
kingdoms he feldom touches, and their internal 
tranfactions are involved in impenetrable obfcurity. 


- AzovuT the year 1000 of our zra, Mahomed pe- 
netrated into Hindoftan ; ; and after twelve fucceflive 
invafions, in which he was more or lefs oppofed by — 
the: native princes, he finally eftablifhed his empire. 
His vengeance and bigotry feemed more gratified by 
the maflacres of the Hindoos, and the deftruétion of 
their temples, than. his ambition was foothed by the 
acquifition of new-territory, or fubjects. The mur- 
ders he committed againft the defencelefs priefts, 
and the. numerous votaries of fuperftition who of- 
ficiated at the temples, afforded this monfter the 

higheft delight. “*,.Nothing,” fays the judicious 
Major Rennel, * offends our feelings ‘more, than 
the progrefs of deftruétion urged by religious zeal : 
as it allows men to fuppofe themfelves agents of the 
Divinity ; thereby removing thofe checks which in- 
terfere with the perpetration of ordinary villany, and 
thus makes confcience a party when it was meant to 
be a judge *.” g 
~ Tuis picture, however fhocking, is too exaé&t a 
reprefentation of the conduc of moft conquerors of 
Hindoftan of the Mahomedan race. During eight 
dynatties of See who ase over this nneuy for 


‘oe 


* Introdu@ion to Mem. p- 46. Se ee 
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4 petiod of 700 years, the moft ferocious bigotry 
and rapine charatterifed their efforts in acquiring or 
recovering the different provinces of this peninfula ; 
and had not the fervor of Mahomedan zeal fome- 
what abated towards the later period of their power, 
the whole fcene of their conquefts muft have re- 
mained a folitary- defart. In 1265, within twenty- 
five miles of Delhi, the feat of government, an hun- 
dred thoufand of the Mewatti tribe were put to the 
fword, as a punifhment for their incurfions. The 
internal government of Hindoftan muft have been in 
a dreadful ftate, when fuch vindiGtive meafures were 
purfued in the vicinity of the capital. Indeed, re- 
bellious meafures, and barbarous conquefts, make up 
the hiftory of this fine country, which nature feemed 
to Eate eed to be cea of the world. 


Aurpsr thele aabresaticts Benares, the great feat 
of Braminical learning, was plundered in 1184; and 
from this time the purity of the Sanfcreet language 
muft have gradually decayed, till it at laft ceafed to 


_ bea living tongue, being nowhere fpoken in Hin- 


- 


doftan. It probably enters into the vernacular lan- 
guage, and makes a part of that mixture of ‘which 
it is compofed, as the Celtic, Saxon, and Latin do in 
the Englifh. When conquefts have been long main- 
tained, ‘aid the conquerors numerous, fimilar changes 


“are produced in the language of every’ country. 
' ‘The Roman language, as well as the Sanfereet, has 


ceafed to be fpoken i in all the nations that were ass 
je& to that empire. - 


. Tas 
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Tals city, which gives its name to a confiderable 
province, is {till the great feat of learning, and is 
held in veneration all over India: Nothing, howe- ~ 
ver, can more fully demonftrate the circumfcribed 
ftate of Afiatic knowledge and learning, than the 
fmall number who ftudy the Sanfcreet-language, and 
enable themfelves to read their facted or {cientific 
books. Very few, even of the higheft clafs of Brah- 
mins have made this attainment—not the thoufandth 
part of the community.; whereas in Europe, almoft 
all the youth of any rank are inftructed in the lan- 
guages of Athens and‘of Rome from their earlieft 
years ; by their means a confiderable mafs of know- 
ledge reaches even the bedy-« of the people, But the 
incurfions of the Moguls were far oftener renewed ; 
and were more awfully deftrudtive than thofe of the 
Goths arid Vandals who-overturned the Roman em- 
pire, and deftroyed the monuments of tafte and 
fcience that diftinguifhed Europe. Regular govern- 
ment was phadiially eftablifhed, and learning revived — 
with new luftre in that quarter of the world; while 
Hindoftan remains in the fame gloom of ignorance 
as in the turbulent periods of the Mahomedan cons 
quefts. 


In the courfe of a few years, it will be found that 
a proportionably greater number of Europeans will 
ftudy the learned language of Hindoftan, than of the 
natives themfelves. From the aétive curiofity and ~ 
diligence of the former, much i is to be expected ; 
while 
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while little can be hoped from the fupine indolence, 
and liftlefs charaéter of the latter. 


Axsout the beginning of the fixteenth century, 
during the reign of Bellofi, the Portuguefe reached 
India by the Cape of Good Hope. But fo deeply 
was the empire involved in confufion, that they * were 
allowed to make conquefts of fome of the petty 
{tates bordering on the coaft, whofe viceroys had be- 
come independent without even attracting the notice 
of the court of Delhi, — 


Ir was not till an hundred years after that period 
that the Britifh were heard of there, when in 161 5 
' Sir Thomas Row was ferit airibaflador to the Empe- 
ror Jehanguire. During the lapfe of a century, the 
: Portugiefe had madé fach' '¢onfiderable acquifitions 
on the coaft, as to attract the notice of the court : 
and Ferifhta, the hiftorian, mentions, “ that by the 
negligence of the king’s governors feveral diftri@s of 
Guzarat were in the hands of the Idolators of Eu- 
rop 2 a 2 


AsouT a century afterwards, the ] Mogul empire 
feemed to have reached the fummit of its grandeur ; 
from which it fuddenly relapfed into debility and 
_ utter ruin. During the reign of Aurungzebe, who 
died i in 1707, the empire extended almoft over the 

. whole 


bd Vid: Col. Dow's Hi. of Hindoftan. 
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whole peninfula; and its annual revenue, where 
money is four times the value that it is in Europe, 
amounted to the fum of ,32,000,0001. fterling, ace 
cording to Major Rennel; but the Aycen Acbery 
fates it at thirty-fix millions in the time of Acber. 


So vaft an empire could not be held together by a 
weak and unenergetic government: and the mighty 
fceptre of Aurungzebe, when grafped by the feebler 
hands of his fons, was found too unwieldy for their — 
management. His death was regarded as the fignal 
of hoftility by Mauzum and Azem, the two eldeft, 
who marched, the former from Cabul, and the latter 
from the Deccan, to difpute,- i in its center, the poflef- 
fion of an empire too large foy the management of 
one perfon. ‘Two armies, each confifting of 300,000 
_ “men, decided the conteft by a battle which coft A- 
~ zem his life; and conferred the whole empire on his 
more fortunate brother, who aflumed the title of 
Bahadar Shah. 


His four fons difputed the throne with the fame. 
violence that their father had done ; till the power 
and refources of the empire were fo far reduced, as 
to enable the Sicks, an obfcure people from the 
eaftern mountains, to fet up Ferokfere in the room 

"of Jehander Shah, the laft of them. So degraded 
was the houfe of Timor, that in the fpace of eleven 
years after the death of Aurungzebe, as many princes 
had been pied to the ans and ow mur- . 

ef dered 
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, 


detiid:¢ or depofed.” ‘The: royal . authotity thus .pro- 
ftituted, became contemptible ; and the governors of 
provinces prepared to throw. off their dependence on 

" the head, of the empire who had become cmgaem to" 
* overawe his fervants. 


” Tue Nizam, viceroy of the Deccan, and Aliverdi 
Khan, Subah of Bengal, threw of the yoke ; while 

’ the Mahrattas, and Rohillas eftablifhed independent 
{tates in the heart of the empire. The province of 
-Oude was feized by Siefdar Jung, grandfather to 
“the prefent Nabob Azoph Doulah. Nothing now 
remained to the Imperial Houfe, except a {mall ter- 
ritory round Delhi; when in.1749 the laft royal ar- 

_ my was’ defeated by the: ‘Rohillas, whofe ae 
_ dence was now sek eftablifhed. 

THE prince, in iis time ahs: final overthrow of 
the Mogul power was effected, was Achmed Shah ; 
from this period though the title be regularly af- 
fumed by the lineal heir of the empire, it is merely 
nominal. So powerful is the effect of cuftom a- 
mong Afiatics, that the name and perfon of the em- 
peror have been regarded as of confeguence to the 
different powers who-have fince contended for ter- 

“ritory in Hindoftan. The veneration of the people’ 
for. their ancient monarchs has been fo great, as 
to. oblige the pues to obtain ‘grants, fan@ioned 
_by the emperor’s name, to cover their ufurpations _ 
_ from the , eyes of at leaft the people throughout 

Cc 


indian - 
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India: and through that extenfive territory, which 
_ compofed the Mogul Empire, the coin of eachi 
ftate is univerfally ftruck in the name of an Em- 


peror, whofe power they have long ceafed to acs 
Knowledge. 


- 


{ 





REMARKS 


= 


REMARKS ON. THE STATEMENT GIVEN B¥ THE ABBE 
RAYNAL OF THE BRITISH CONQUESTS IN BENGAL, _ 


~ 


EP ESP Ft ys* 


Calcutta, March 1796. 


Tue celebrated battle of Plafley, which was gained 
by a fmall army, confifting,, it is faid, only of two 
thoufand natives, and nine:-hundred Europeans, gave 
the princes of India fuch an awful impreffion’ of Bri. 
tifh- difcipline and valour, that it has continued ever 
fince to operate decifively again{t them at dis de fuc- 
ceeding engagement, 


Tuose who entertain doubts of the truth of Gre. 
cian hiftories, and of the accounts of the Patan and 
Mogul conquefts, from the enormous difproportion 
of numbers, between the contending armies, may 
find a clear elucidation of them in many of the en- 
gagements in their own times, where the number of 
the victors was ftill more difproportioned to that of 


the vanquifhed anita detachment of French 


20 INDIAN RECREATIONS. 


‘troops effeéted revolutions in the Deccan, while 
their number was, perhaps, not a tenth part of the 
number of Alexander. The Britith, in two cam- 
paigns, made a complete conqueft of Bengal, Bahar, 
and Oude, with a ftill more diminutive re In 
all thefe inftances, the firft advantages were gained 
by Europeans alone, which were improved by levies 
in the conquered countries; and Alexander, who 
fet out with only thirty-five thoufand, returned to- 
wards Europe with a hundred and twenty thoufand 
men. = : 


* AFTER. Adnigs thus> frisky eftablifhed on the 
Ganges, the Britith power was engaged i in contelts in | 
the Deccan, far more_arducus in their nature, and 
for'a while attended with lefs fplendid advantages. 
There it had to contend with. European armies, ina 
more. difficult country, and with» native troops - 


_. whofe taétics had been improved by fuperior difei- 


pline: “over thefe obftacles too, howéver, it has - 
finally been’triumphant ; and has annihilated the em: - 
pire of the Myforian kings, though defended fuc- 
ceflively by Hyder Ally and Tippoo, two fovereigns — 
of | ‘greater military (kill, and animated with a more 
inveterate hoftility, than had ever. oe the field A 
eg ae in- he Baltes, thon: loot 
“Tae ‘account dveoby 2 tie ‘Abbé é-Raynal of. sole | 
coneieltas and -fettlements,"is more ample and» de- 
tailed, than that of any-other writer: “The changes: — 
inode. by? titties have rendered his deferiptions in 
33 “fome_ 
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fome* parts, inapplicable to the prefent ftate of thé 
country: in other paflages’ they were often original- 
ly inaccurate, from the: impoffibility of any fingle 
perfon being able to colleét fo great a mafs of ‘au- 
thentic particulars. What is ftill more to, be re-- 
gretted, from his want of perfonal and local know- — 
ledge of the manners of ‘the inhabitants, admittance 
has fometimes’ been given’to accounts altogether in- 
— a dadiaie & ieio 


Pr kie hie, gn: wee <i erage 





Tar Beatin exaggerations of ehiei ingenious hif- 
torian have univerfally been perufed ; always to the 
entertainment, and a? to the ee SON tpi ‘of 
his reader. 





— rT Hedaya eel ‘over a Native ~ 
of Britain ; he could:deferibe the conduét of ‘its fer- 
vants in India without fear or partiality, His ¥é- 
fleGtions upon this topic are’ unbiaffed,-and- may 
therefore be juftly regarded as the moft valuable part 
of his work ;: for this reafon T have ventured to give 
_ his account of the manner in which we ‘obtained 
the fovereignty-of Bengal, andsof the rich ono 
of Behar, from which I now: write, amt 





¢ 


es an i aifedtation aii a impartiality; and 

: of» getting the ‘better of European prejudices, the . 
French writers reprefent the natives of every foreign 
— ae ina stat pai denipivative perfeier oe 
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quarrel, or partigl conteft, they are fure to be on the 
fide of juftice. Much of this affectation difgraces 
the writings of Rouffeau as well as of the Abbé 
Raynal. 

«< A pernicious cuftom,”’ fays he, *¢ had for fome 
time prevailed in thefe countries : the governors of 
all the European fettlements took upon them to 
grant an afylum to fuch of the natives as were afraid 
of oppreflion or ‘punifhment. As they received: 
very confiderable fums for their protection, they 
overlooked. the danger to which the interefts of their 
principals were expofed by this proceeding. One of 
the chief officers of Bengal, apprifed of this refource, 
took refuge among the Englifh at Calcutta to avoid 
the punifhment due to his treachery. He was taken 
under their protection. The Subah, juftly irritated, 
put himfelf at the head of his army, attacked the 
place; and took it. He put the garrifon into a clofe 
dungeon, where they were fuffocated in the fpace of 
twelve hours. Twenty-three only remained alive. 
‘Thefe wretched people offered large fums to the 
keeper of their prifon to prevail upon him to get 
their deplorable fituation reprefented to the prince: 
‘Their cries and lamentations were fufficient informa- 
tion to the people, who were touched with compaf- 
fion; but no one would. venture to addrefs the de- 
{potic monarch upon the fubjeét. The expiring 
_ Englith were told, that he was afleep; there was - 
not, perhaps, a fingle perfon in Bengal who thought 
that the tyrant’s mphe — be interrupted for 


one 
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one moment; even to preferve the lives of one 
, hundred and fifty maternity men! 


“ dp aiesas Watfon, who was juft arrived in In- 
dia with his fquadron, and Colonel Clive; who had 
diftinguifhed himfelf fo remarkably in the war of the 
Carnatic, did not délay to avenge the caufe of their 
' country. They got together the Englifh who had 
been difperfed, and were flying from place to place : 
_ They went up the Ganges in the month of December 
1756, retook Caleutta, and made themfelves matters 
of feveral other places; and obtained a complete 
victory over the Subah. 


“ SucH a rapid and. <The fuccef&, beconies in 

a manner inconceivable, when we confider, that it | 
was only with a body of five hundred men, that the 
Englith were to ftand againft the whole force of Ben- 
gal. But if their fuperiority was partly owing to their 
better difcipline, and to other evident advantages 
which Europeans have in battle over the Indian 
powers, the ambition of eaftern chiefs, the avarice 
of their minifters, and the nature of a government 
whofe only fprings are fear and prefent intereft, were 
of ftill more advantage to themi: they had. fufficient 
experience to avail themfelves of thefe. feveral cir- 
cumftances in their firft, as well as in every fucceed- 
ing enterprize. The Subah was detefted by all his 
own people, as tyrants generally are ; the principal 
officers fold their intereft to the Englith ; he was be. 
a at the head of his army, the greateft part of 

which 
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which refufed - to engage; and -he-himfelf. fell into 
~ ‘the hands of the. Englith, who. Sauled: him to be 
Airangleds in any P 

ast ‘Turvy difpoted of die Subahfhip i in. ae of 

Jaffier Alli Khan, the. ringleaderof the confpiracy ; 

who ceded to the Company fome provinces, .with a 
grant. of every privilege, exemption and favour, to. 

which they could have any pretenfion. But foon 

growing weary of the yoke he had impofed:on him: 
elf, he was fecretly looking out for means to get rid 
_ obit... His defigns were difcovered, and he was con+ 

a in the center of tte own i ae 
igs “ See ALLI Khan fis nephew, was proclaim. 
ed in his. ftead: he had) purchafed. that ufurpation 
with an immenfe funrvof*money; but he did not 
long enjoy it. Impatient: of the yoke, as his. prede- 
ceflor had been, he- gave fome tokens of his difpo- 
fition, and refufed to fubmit to. ‘the laws which the 
Company. had impofed upon him. - Upon this the 
war broke out again: The Jaffier ‘Alli Khan, whom 
the, Englith kept in confinement, was again proclaim. 
ed Subah of Bengal. “They marched againit. Coflim- 
Alli Khan. His :General Officers were corrupted : | 
he was betrayed, and entirely defeated: too happy, 
that whilft he loft his dignity,» he {till - plains the ° 
at treafures he had amafled. . =... z 


Ss ee, thief volutior : aga | 
Alt id ot ena hopes. of vengeance. Full. of | 


a ae refente 2 
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tefentment, and loaded with treafure, he fet out for 
the Nabob of Benares, chief vizier in the Mogul’s 
empire. He and all the neighbouring princes re- 
united in oppofition to the common enemy, who 
threatened them all equally. But now the conteft 
remained no longer between them and a handful of 
Europeans juft arrived from the coaft of Coroman-: 
del; they were to engage with the whole ftrength of 
Bengal, of which the Englith were mafters. Elated 
with their fucceffes, they did not wait to be attacked ; 
they fet out direétly, and made head againft fo robe 
tmidable league, marching with al! the confidence 
Clive could infpire, a leader whofe name feemed to 
be the pledge of conqueft. Clive, however, did not 
care to hazard any things” Part of the campaign 
was fpent in negociation ¢ but™in time the treafures 
which the Englifh had drawa from Bengal ferved to 
enfure them new conquefts.’'Yhe heads of the In- 
dian army were corrupted ; and when the Nabob of 
Benares was defirous of coming to ation, he was 
obliged to,fly with his men, without ever being able 
to engage. By this victory, the country of Be- 
nares fell into the hands of the Englifh: and it 
feemed as if nothing could hinder them from annex- 
ing that fovereignty to the province of Bengal.” 


By thefe or fimilar methods, the Englith have ob. 
tained their territory in India; and other nations 
have acquired theirs by means perhaps ftill lefs de- 
fencible. In the eye of reafon, however, there ap- 
pears but little ground for a. 
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of abufe with which this-lively author has loaded 
their conduct.. In faé, there cannot be adduced a. 
fingle argument again{t feizing the territory of the 
native princes, who were themfelves ufurpers, which 
may not be urged againft interfering in any manner, 
or trading with India in general. 


Wuerever mankind have tranfactions, there will _ 
arife quarrels and difputes ; and among nations who 
quarrel, the weaker party muft ever fuffer. In eve- 
ry quarter of the world, as well as Afia, every na- . 
tion, diftinguifhed among its neighbours by fuperior 
bravery, knowledge, and induftry, has invariably in- 
creafed ‘its power and. _colarged i its dominion. Su- 
_ perior talents operate upon. the refources of nations 
and their poffeffions in the fame manner as they do 
in the cafe of individuals. Philofophers may har- 
rangue: but the induftrious and enterprifing always 
have, and in the nature of things ever muft acquire 
an afcendant over the diffolute and poor. 


Sucu is the unavoidable confequence of the inter- 
courfe of a warlike and enterprifing people with na- 
tions inferior in arts and arms: If the fubject be ex- 
amined by the rules of morality, perhaps the conduc 
of Europeans may find a ftill {tronger vindication. 
According to the above account, the conduct of the 
native princes has been in the higheft degree cruel 
and tyrannical. The Subah of Bengal, who mur- 
dered the Englifh, was detefted by all his fubjeéts, 
acetate. a a sees that he durtt not be 
2 approached 
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approached on the moft urgent calls of humanity. 
The nobles who hated, betrayed him; and the pic- 
ture is applicable to almoft every native prince in 
India. The rules of morality, therefore, if applied 
to this fubje&t, would impofe it as a duty, on every 
nation who had the power, to vindicate the injuries 
of mankind, by pire! them from’ their abufed 
be 1565 

This relief to the sags of mankind could not 
be viewed as an injury even to the princes them: 


felves; for they are in general ufurpers of their — . 


power. In Europe, where hereditary fucceflion is 
eftablifhed, the imagination conceives a fort of right 
in the fucceffor to ‘the | profpects which he has been 
‘educated to entertain; hé compaffes them without 
violence. In Afia ssiea very iucceffion is an ulur- 
pation. The deceafed fovereign bequeaths his people 
to an adopted heir; perhaps the child of his menial 
flavé; and the difeontented tiobles “take the field, 
and place-upon the throne one of their own nuinber, 
who has no other right than that conferred by the 
fword. The Englifh, on the contrary, have placed . 
feveral of the princes whofe territories they have ac- 
quired, in’ opulent and fplendid circumftances, of 
which hardly even their own folly can deprive them. 
And thefe rich penfioners they have continued from 
“one generation to another, even in defpite of their 
own demerits. 
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‘ + 
Tue late Nabob of Oude left his ample domi- 
nions to a child, born to his meaneft fervant, whofe 
“indifference for his people, and extravagance and 
folly can only be equalled by the meannefs of his 
~ former condition. His dominions muft therefore be 


governed as they too long have been, bya defpotifna 


and wantonnefs of cruelty more deftruaive than that 
ot Nero: His territories border upon thofe of the 
- ‘India Company ; and their limits are every where 
difcernible by the poverty and defolation which they 
difplay. The Englith nation has had a powerful 
afcendancy over this country for nearly half a cen- 
tury: by them it has been conquered, as well as 
protected from foreign “enemies ; while its princes 
have preferved their-revenue without feeling depen- 
dence. A purer code of morality would have taught 


them, that to fuffer crimes you can prevent, is to be 


acceflary in committing them; that they are in 
fome degree blameable for’ the wretched internal 
management of fo vaft a territory ; that as it has 
been in their power, fo it was their duty to make 
this prince a penfioner *, and his people happy. They 
have oftener incurred the guilt of hypocrify, in the 


precautions they have adopted to fereen their ufur- 


pations, than difcovered temerity in feizing power 
which feemed thrown into their hands, © 


ORIGIN | 


* What right have we to dot 
jume a gift upon the abufing it; 
P ther it has been abufed or not. - 

i 


his?) We have a right to re- 
3 Or, if improperly given, whe- — 


ORIGIN AND PRESENT STATE OF THE MAHRATYA. 
EMPIRE. : 


' 


eos eee see ede 
eee we as 


Near Buxar, Now. 1796. 


‘En every narrative of India: Sere, the Mahrattas are 

mentioned as one ‘of the moft confiderable powers 
which have arifen on ‘the’ Fae of the Mogul Em- 
pire. 


Tine! nation derives its name from Mahrat, a pro- 
vince in the Deccan*, which is, at prefent, under 
the name of Baglana, forms the moft central part of 
the Mahratta dominions. Sevajee is regarded as the 
founder of this empire; he had obtained a diftin- 
guifhed rank in the army of the King of Vifiapour, 
and the diftractions of that monarchy foon afforded 
him an opportunity of affuming independent power. © 


His 
eee 
_* Vid. Ferithta’s Hif. Hindoftan, 2 
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His conquefts were fo rapid in the adjoining pra- 
-vinces, that before the acceffion of Aurunezebe to~ 
the throne, he had already become formidable to the 
Mogul. impire. The Roman State had not a more 
hardy or warlike people for its founders than the 
Mahrattas ; for many of the conquefts of Sevajee 
were made in the face of Aurungzebe when he was 
at the fummit of his ae: ~The confufions which 
diffentions among his fons, allowed the Mahratras to 
extend their conqueits with a rapidity peculiar to 
this part of Afia. Bred in the fchool of war, and 
_ preferved by their rugged and barren mountains 
from falling into thar Jiftlefs effeminacy which cha- 
racterized the inhabitants" of India, the Mahrattas 
~ were able to contend with Aurungzebe himfelf ; and 
Sahojee, the prince who fircceeded the founder of the 
nation, had before his death extended his dominions 
from the weftern fhore of the peninfula to Oriffa on 
the eaftern; and from Agra, on the north, to the 
arnatic, on the fouth ; while almoft every part of 
Hindoftan and Bengal itfelf had been plundered by 
his armies. Thefe conquefts were made in the fame 
manner as thofe of this nation have ever been: an 
enterprifing chief, by holding up to. his followers a 
profpect of plunder, foon colleéts an army ; and the 
weaknefs and diftraétions of - his neighbours afford 
him an opportunity of realifing his promifes. 


: 1718 the Mahrattas were fo powerful, that 

_they were enabled to enforce the payment of,a tri- 
“e 

Bes bute 


* _- ee 
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bute from the Emperor Nadir Shah : this impofition 
is in the language of Hindoftan denominated a chout, 
and though it varied.in particular diftri€ts, amounted 
generally to one fourth of the annualrevenue. . ‘This 
fhameful contribution was exaéted from the province » 
of Bengal in 1742, when they overran that province 
with 80,000 cavalry, whofe depredations and cruel~ 
ties are {till rerhembered. with horror by the natives. 
For two fucceflive years they plundered this rich 
territory, nor did they quit it till they exhaufted its 
flores, and carried off an immenfe booty, particular- 
ly from the Jaggut Seets, the moft eminent bankers 
in India. 


Tue fortunes of an empire of fuch recent forma- 
tion and rapid growth, wére defined foon to fall; 
for it contained the feeds of its*6wn deftruGtion. In 
fa&t, the combination of the Mahratta chiefs exhibits 
the feudal conftitution in its loofeft form. Ipisa 
voluntary combination of plunderers, poflefling no 
principle of permanent union or improvement ; and 
the rife of the Mahratta power may with greater pro- 
priety be termed the diffolution of all government, 
and the eftablifhment of anarchy, than the founda- 
tion of regular empire. They are the Swifs of In- 
dia, ever ready to enter for hire into every fcheme of 
plunder fuggefted by an ambitious chief. 


~ Duaine the reign of Ram Raja, the difcordant 
fabric of the Mahratta government, was divided by 
the twg minifters ,of that: prince, who treated him 


* 


ze ae toe 
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with the fame perfidy his anceftor had done the king 
ef Vifiapour. Bajirow, the Pefhwah, or minifter; 
affumed the government of the weftern provinces. at 
Poonah ; while the Bukfhi, or commander in chief; 
ufurped the eaftern diftrias, and eftablifhed his go- 
vernment at Nagpore, in Berar. Without any prin- 
ciple of mutual co-operation in making either peace 
or war, thefe chiefs continued at the head of their re- 
fpe€tive dominions, 


Bajirow, the pefhwah of Poonah, conduéted his 
adminiftration with a vigour fuited to the boldnefs 
with which he had ufurped his power. He not only 
took from the Portugueze the iflarids of Bombay 
and Salfette, but puthed- his -conquefts in the Panjab 
as far asthe Indus, There, however, they gave um- 
brage to Abdalla, king. of \Candahar, a prince with 
whom they were hitherto unacquainted, and. before 
whom their fudden greatnefs feemed deftined only to 
have made their downfall the more confpicuous. 
For fome time this afpiring nation had been engaged 
in every fcene of war and politics throughout the 
whole of Hindoftans This profperity of their affairs, 
with the vaft territories of which they were in poflef- 
fion, infpired them with the idea of banifhing for 
ever the Mahomedan government from India. On: 
their part, therefore; they colleéted all the Hindoo 
powers into a confederacy, while the Mahomedan 
princes ranged themfelves under the banners of Ab- 
dalla. Sujah Dowlah, and: the Rohilla chiefs were 
bis ip afociates, oppofed to the Jatts and Mahrattas. 

Sua 


INDIAN RECREATIONS. eed. 


dk: ‘Allum was* invited to the throne of Delhi 
by. Abdalla ; and the fate of the Mahomedan princes 
haftened to its decifion, which was effected by the 
celebrated battle of Panniput. Never fince the fa- 
tal contelt: between the fons of Allumguire, had 
‘Hindoftan beheld fuch numerous armies in the field, 
or a combat maintained with fuch obftinate valour. 
On the fide of Abdalla and the Ma ymedans there 
were 150,000 combatants; on that of the Mahrattas. 
200,000 men. ‘The deeds of valour performed, and. 
the carnage of both armies were incredible ; but for- 
tune declared in favour of Abdalla: The tniber of 
the Mahratta princes taken was immenfe, and the 
rout of their army fo coniplete, that they have ever 
Since laid afide all - ‘thoughts Sof univerfal empire in 

power has continued to. de~ 








iy army ¢ of ‘Abdalla, fink died, ed was fucceeded, 
turns, by Maderow, and his fon Narrain ; 
he latter being murdered by Ragoba, his uncle, left 
the Poonah government in a ftate of great diftrattion. 
The widow of Narrain produced.a fon who was ac- 
knowledged heir; andthe infamous Ragoba, depofed 
by his fubjects, unfortunately drew in the govern. 
ment of" Bombay to efpoufe his caufe, by offering ad- 
aie grants to the Company.” The war that 
srminated difgracefully for both ‘parties 5 for 
as fur endered to his snemnies, and the 
ey eae foes 
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Bombay army, after a convention by no means cre- 
ditable to themfelves, agreed to that fettlement. . 


‘Tue adminiftration of the Poonah * government, 
during a long minority, was conduéted by a junto of 
chiefs whofe jealoufies and quarrels have frequently 
brought the ftate to the verge of civil war; a condi- » 
tion in which it cannot prove casniased to its neigh-. 
— 


Iv is not sfopabté Hihdoftan will foon fuffer from 
the conquefts of either of the Mahratta ftates; the 
Eaftern has no Gnd and the ‘Weltern mutt be 
lents unite it into one eeqnarthy ee rn tesa 
lately purfued by Seindiaj-feemed to lead to inde- 
pendent power over the Poonah ftate. His troops 
are difciplined by Europeans, and a large body of 
them, till yery lately, was commanded by an officer 
who had been in the Britifli fervice. If by their ef- 
forts Scindia, or his fon Dowlat Row, eftablifhes a 
new empire in the north and weft, the weftern Mah- 
-Yatta government will be overthrown, and a power 
eftablifhed in the vicinity of Oude, more formidable 
to the Britith interefts than any they have: perhaps — 
ed Senesh in ee . : 

% THE 
" ® Purferdim Bow, one of the Mabe chic, co- cert 
ith our army in the late: war. 


ee Vide Major Seat Mem. Introd. 
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THe provinces of Agra ya Delhi, once fo famous 
for their population and wealth, ‘are at prefent in the 
moft wretched ftate. During half a-century they 
have been the feat.of uninterrupted devaftation ; the 
lands are nearly laid wafte,. and-the miferable rayuts 
dare not provide any thing beyond immediate fub- 
fiftence, from too well founded an apprehenfion that 
they would draw. upon. themfelves , the cruelties of 
fome licentious chief whofe. trade is pillage, and 
whofe fupport is the spoils of his miferable neigh- 
bours. 


Tus defcription is but too applicable to the whole 
Mahratta empire, which at prefent confifts of nearly 
one half of the whole peninfula of India: and which 
with the territory beléngifig to the Sciks, and the © 
Englith, conttitute the only independent power now 
——— this country. ; ew 


Ti HE ‘Sethi as well as the Mahrattas, are a recent 
power which has gradually rifen upon the downfall 
of the Mogul government. ‘This nation confifts of 
a vaft number of ariftocratical chiefs equally loofe 
and diforderly with the Mahrattas ; their religious 
principles might form a bond of union in cafe of any 
general change threatening their fect. They have in 
a great meafure apoftatifed from the Hindoo fyftem, 
and have made great approaches to Deifm, and a 
purer fyftem of natural religion. They receive pro- 
felytes and make converts ; and poffefs a decided ad- 
vantage over the ea of the ancient faith in 

_ ~pre- 
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precluding themfelves Hoi: no animal food except 
the Ox. They may be regarded as the reformed — 
in India, and though the rules of their founder Na- 
nuch have confiderable hold over them, they would 
not perhaps prove fo inacceflible to the arguments of 
miffionaries as the followers of Brahma. ‘The exten- 
five country of the Panjeb, -is wholly in their poffef- 
fion, and forms a wide and untried field, which i in 
fome future period may fignalize the labours of Eu- 
topean miffionaries. 


OF 





OF THE EXTENT, POLICE, &c, OF CALCUTTA, 
Vg Paes oe eee eee 


Calcutta, March 1796, . 


: Awone the firft objets which abate the notice of . 


a ftranger on his arrival’in Bengal, is the elegance 
and beauty of Calcutta, the capital of our dominions 
in the Eaft. The Company’s botanic gardens, the 
elegant villas of its fervants, the ftrong and regular 
garrifon of Fort William, and the {pires of the town, 
announce your approach to a capital, though not a- 
bove fifty years ftanding, that would be deemed con- 
fiderable in any part sai the world. 


« 


‘Tue activity and enterprize of the Englifh is per- : 


haps no where better difplayed, than in the rapid en- 


largement of this town. In the memory of perfons . 


ftill living here, the European houfes were mean, 
and comparatively few in number. Thofe of the 


natives: - ‘in general, ‘Mill paltry huts ; but as pro- 
fpeéts 


Bes 
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fpetts of gain, or at leaft of employment, “are always 
opening in the vicinity of European fociety 5 the 
number of their dwellings has increafed in a ftill 
greater proportion than that of Europeans. From 
“the number of houfes rated for the payment of 
taxes in the affeflors books, the native inhabitants of - 
‘Calcutta cannot fall much fhort of half a million. 
‘They amount to this number eftimating four perfons 
to each houfe; an eftimate certainly moderate, if 
you confider the number of children and women a-. 
round each hut. The Hindoos not only all marry, 
but enter into that ftate-at a very early period of life, 
which renders their martiages uncommonly prolific :. 
this circumftance has rendered. barfennefs and celi- 
bacy diferaceful in either fex, but particularly in the — 
female. A young woman, who has not been be- 
trothed in her infancy.;.or who, from any_finifter 
accident, has not procured a hufband, brings much 
folicitude and difgrace upon the family. 


\ 


_ Tus natural fource of population has always been 
Seconded by the Britifh government in Calcutta, 
which has afforded an uniform protection to the lives 
and property of the inhabitants. The police of the 
city is chiefly committed to a fuperintendant of po- 
lice, and feveral inferior juftices of the peace, with 
certain. {tated falaries: before them all petty delin- 
quencies are tried; and fmaller difturbances punith- | 
ede ‘Tannahs, or guard-houfes, are. ereGted in the © 
different. divifions of the town : and the peace is 
eainlarted By, a few me, native. foldiers 
4 wit 
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who patrole the ftreets, and prevent dijurbance from’ 


" quarrels, robbery, or theft. Offences of a higher 


nature, whether committed by Europeans ornatives, 
are cognizable by the fupreme court of judicature 5: 
which about ‘twenty-five years ago was fubftituted in 
place of the Mayor’s court, with more extenfive j ju- 
pomeaee on and Papert couse 


THe powers of si court deted: fnot only to the’ 
Company’s territories in this part of India, but alfo 
to every cafe civil or criminal that may occur upon 
the fea between the Coromandel and Malacca coafts. 
The jurifdi@ion of this court does not extend to the 
upper ftations: In thefe, however, all the European 
fettlers come under an eee to be dmenable 
to its ipetrra : ; 





Tae peliéy oki this “eftablifbiment Tis ee much 


- controyerted by the civil and military fervants on 


the Bengal eftablifhment ; and it ftill feems to be re- 
garded as an unpopular meafure. ‘She objections, 


~ 


however, urged againft it, as far as 1 have been able _ 


to weigh them, are highly to its honour, and that of 
its projectors. It is contended that a very confidera- 
ble difcretionary power over the natives, ought to be 
left in the hands of ‘Europeans, to preferve fubordi- 
nation and obedience. A gréater degree of info- 
lence, and a more independent feieit ‘it is faid, is 
daily gaining ground among that clafs of men: that 
they are litigious to a proverb; and on every. occa- 


_ fion oe — on that footing of equality with 


Ento- 


> zi 
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Europeans, which they find from experience to be 
countenanced by the fupreme court.. They forefee 
in its continuance, and in the eftablifhment of fimi- 
lar jurifdiGions at Bombay and Madras, the total 
emancipation of the Britith fubjects in India. 


Tuese charges, and thefe fears, proceed rather 
from the mifconduét of individuals than their patrio- 
tifm ; or the rigour of the fupreme court. The dif- 
fipation of Europeans here is far more confpicuous 
than the infolence of the natives. Both the military 
and civil fervants are too often in the habit of incur- 
ring debt, fometimes by borrowing money from the 
people of colour ; but ‘oftener by want of punduali- 
ty in the*payment of wages and accounts. In every 
cafe a native is a rigid creditor ; and is gratified, ra- 
ther than hurt, by -feeing himfelf in a fituation in 
which he can command the perfonal liberty of an ~ 
European by imprifonment. But the man who de- 
mands the payment of a juft debt may be rigid, but 
is not infolent, An honeft mdn ‘has nothing to fear 
from fuch demands ; to him they will always appear 
mote reafonable, than that every perfon who has the 
facility to part with his money, or want his wages; 
fhould contribute. to debauchery, or fuffer for the 
extravagance and folly of another. 


For- 


# 


# Since the above wis wiitten, a jurifdiGion bill, confer: 
ring fimilar powers to that for Calcutta, has been projected 
for: the fettlements of: Bombay and Biasheayi 
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,Formery it fometimes happened that a peace 
ificer i in the execution of his duty, has been feized 
in the cantonments, and infulted in the execution of 
his duty, at the inftigation of officers, or by their 
perfonal vidlence. Thefe faéts are reported by them- 
felves with an air of exultation, which clearly de- 
monttrates their inclination, and a with that they 
could again be repeated, Even at prefent, there are 
combinations well known to the bailiffs, which ren-— 
ders the _execution of perfonal diligence a very dan- 
gerous | part of their duty, But fuch objections” a- 
- gainft the fupreme court, are its higheft panegyric ; 
becaufe they are of the fame nature with the objec- 
tions which every thief or robber has to a gibbet. 
. Tue: infolence of the natives, and that indepen. 
dent fpirit which endangers'tl the Britifh power in In- 
dia, wife men have not been able to difcover; or 
they have deemed paft experience a better Sam. to 
its treatment, than the capricious exercife of difcre- 
tionary power. The peculations of collectors, and - 
the exactions of officers in detached commands, have 
produced the only ferious difcontents which the 
_ Britith government—has ever yet experienced. And 
had the fources of them, or the principal characters 
concerned, been more immediately under the eye of 
the fupreme court, at is probable that they never 
would have exifted. 


Hap the fupreme court of Calcutta, or the gene- = 
ral se of that capital been eftablifhed on bad ee 


‘Ree seape! 
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ciples, their pernicious effects would have appeated 
long fince, within the immediate fphere of their ope- 
fation, There, however, they are happily as invi- 
fible 2s their fuppofed caufe. Perhaps no city in 
Europe has _increafed more rapidly than Calcutta 
within the laft thirty years. Ships belonging to 
every nation are {een in its harbour. ‘Trade, and 
every mercantile {peculation, has been carried on 
with a bo/dnefs which appears never to have been 
checked by any judicial iniquity. 


GREATER property than is common in Britain, — 
has. been accumulated even by fome of the natives, | 
and poffeffed with equal fecurity with that of the 
ticheft fubje€ts in England. The fafety with which 
the property of Eurepéeansfamilies is entrufted to the 
native fervants, is»indeedhighly to their honour. 
Fifty or fixty, and more, perhaps, in fome families, 
fleep during the night in the compound, or in the 
paflages and verandahs of the houfe, while every 
door is open: and, you: hear of much fewer burgla- 
ries and thefts, than are committed.in London, after 
all that the precautions of bolts, watchmen, and con- 
ftables have been able to effe&t.. Were a houfe, with ’ 
an equal number of fervants, kept equally acceffible 
in any town of England, it would in all probability. 
be robbed as frequently as. iticontained any thing 
‘ that could be carried away. And were thefe fubs 
- jects poffefied of the fame degree of wealth as fome 
natives in Calcutta, there is no country in Europe 
where they could be more fecure. In fome, it is not 
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tabi to affirm, that they would have long fince been 
convicted of incivifm, or fome imaginary crime, in 
order to conceal the real guilt—that of being rich. 


Tue Ayeen Acbery is entirely filent about Cal- 
eutta, which is full proof of its being wholly incon- 
fiderable in the time of Agber. The fettlement of a 
faftory here was fo late as 1 690, by Job Charnock. » 
It muft have remained a trading factory till fome 
time after the battle of Plaffey i in 1757. To have 
increafed in forty years in fo unhealthy a {pot to its 
prefent population of five hundred thoufand fouls, 
implies a degree of profperity, amidft all the irregu- 
larities of an infant fettlement, that is unparalleled i in 
ey. other quarter of the world. 


“Duane the rapid” inereate ‘of this town, difeafes . 
were fatal to thoufands, and particularly, according 
to the teftimony of Dr Lind, among fuch as had 
lately arrived from Europe. Hamilton gives of his — 
own knowledge an inftance of four hundred burials 
in fix months, at a period when the whole Englith, 
refident there, did not exceed twelve hundred. 
- Wherever the Britith fettle, the natives crowd a- 
round them for prote¢tion and employr nent : their 
experience has affured them of both ; and by this 
they have been guide d, in the midft of Ioud clamours, 
from’ Europe, againft the cruelty, oppreffion, and 
rapacity of — rulers. 


MARI- 


MARITIME TRADE OF CALCUTTA. 


. Calcuttas Dec. 1797. 


Tue merchants and agents of this capital are by no 
means confined to tranfa@tions with their conftituents. 
employed in different branches of the fervice ; they - 
engage largely in foreign commerce to every part of — 
note either in Afia or Europe. _ In fome houfes, the 
extent of their dealings has been eftimated at two 
crores of rupees annually *: If upon fuch an im- 
menfe fum they cleared only the common intereft of 
the country, their gains muft prove very ample. But 
this eftimate of their grofs concerns is probably ex- 
aggerated ; and the nature of the commodities ren- 
ders mercantile enterprifes much more hazardous 
than they arein Europe, ~ © 2° Splits 
: No 


ri 


* Above two millions fterling. : ae 
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No mercantile houfe has accumulated fums equal 
to thofe fortunes acquired by many individuals in 
‘the fervice.. The charges of clerks, freight, infu- 
rance, with the innumerable items of godown, and 
houfe rent, muft deeply affe& the profits arifing from 
every concérn not uncommonly lucrative, 


Tue extent of the private sel Calcutta cannot 
be eftimated juftly, either from the number or the 
burden of the fhips belonging to that port. Till 
lately there were only fixty that properly belonged 
to the Britifh merchants here, and their burden was 
about twenty-feven thoufand tons. But it is well | 
known that their concern in foreign fhips is great : 4 
the Dutch, Danifh,:arid- French fettlements in the. 
_ Yiver afford an oppoftufiity for indireé trade to any 
extent, of which it is wai aa! ue avail ae 
bin ee ar ae 


fr Hon, pe affords conilobis ‘acne 
ment to the country-built fhips, independent of the 
merchants. It poffeffes a marine eftablifhment, un- 
der the direétion of a Board conttituted for that pur- 
pofe. During’ war, cruizers againft the enemy-are 
frequently eioloeads 3 as well as ssa sicbe © and 
Sowe-thipn for i its own troops, 


THese tranfaCtions fall under the immediate di- 
rection of the Marine Board, confilting of five mem- 
bers, a number of fabordinate officers, and clerks. 
fe eres. alfo the pilot fervice, a moft im- 


—_ 
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portant branch ofthe marine eftablifhment in a river 
of fuch dangerous navigation as the Hoogly. The 
_ great quantity of fand and mud that is, wafhed down 
this branch of the Ganges during the rains, occa- 
fions a continual fluctuation in the fize and pofition 
of the fand banks, by which its opening ‘is infefted. 
Conjtant attention to this circumftance is indifpenf- 
able, in order to place the different buoys fo as they 
~ thall- not miflead the mariner. 9 


From the perifhable and expenfive nature of thip- 
ping in this climate, freight muft be high : but a cir- 
cumftance‘ which muft be borne by all, feems but 
flightly to affe& any :) and commerce appears as ads 
yenturous here, as in@ny part of the world, 

Tne freight of ‘boats ‘in the inland trade upon the © 
river, is far from being low; owing to the length — 
of time neceflary to perform a moderate voyage upon — 
that winding ftream. The larger boats upon the 
Ganges carry from three hundred to fix hundred 
mauns; and their hire per month, amounts to 
twenty, thirty, or fixty rupees, according to their 
different fizes. ee es e 


Buncerrows, for the accommodation of. gentle- 
men, and their families, are to be had of all fizes 
from eight to twenty-four oars ; the rate of hire for 
the firft, is fixty rupees per month; for the largeft, 
two hundred and thirty. ‘This fum ‘includes the pay 
of the boatmen ; a clafs of men the moft ufeful, las — 
; : borious, 
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borious, and contented in Bengal. The.pinnace is 
another defcription of travelling boat, ftill more ex- 
penfive than the budgerrow. It has fuperior accom- 
modation, and from its. refembling the ftru€ture of 
European craft, both in the hull and rigging, it 
is better fitted for encountering a gale in the great 
river. : che, ade 

Berstpes the high rate of freight charged on the 
inland, and maritime trade, the merchants in Cals 
cutta pay a confiderable commiffion on the purchafe 
of goods by their agents: this upon moft articles 
is five per cent.; but as they are more frequently 
purchafers for others than themfelves, this fami will 
be oftener received than paid.’ tA BEES 

_ THE mafters of the: country-built fhips, or the 
Fapercargoes, are the immediate agents by which the 
trade of this part of the world is condu@ed. They 
are the moft enterprifing body of men ; and in ge- 
neral better informed than thofe of the fame profef 
fion in Europe. Many of them have made inde. 
pendent fortunes; and what is ftill more to their 
praife, enjoy them in a decent and creditable man 
ner. The faftidious ideas regarding rank, which 
formerly prevailed in this capital, went nearly to the 
exclufion of this ufeful clafs of men from the fociety 
af our imaginary grandees; a Jofs more than com- 
penfated by their diligent attention to their own’ con. 


errs ; which has raifed many of thefe men to fta- © 
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tions in Britain which few of their contemners have ' 
ae able to attain. 


. Wits Fae common Malays, and a mixture of 
Chinefe, and Bengalee feamen, who never become — 
very expert and intelligent in their profeffion, it is 
aftonifhing with what fecurity the country fhip-maf 
ters perform voyages in thefe dangerous feas. Thefe 
veffels are termed Donies ; their enterprifes at fea are 
chiefly to be afcribed to the example of Europeans : 
before their appearance the Hindoos were hardly 
known as navigators. There. are fix different affu- 
rance companies in Calcutta; who cover the pro- 
perty of individuals from. ie ritks of the fea, perhaps : 
at as low a rate of niin as it can be done if — 
Europe. 2 Ganabi Notions 


Tue {tate of navigation, as prattifed by the na- 
tives, like moft of their other arts, is far from being 
in a perfedt ftate. ‘The mariners compafs, the great : 
eft improvement in the fcience, was, and {till remains 
in a very imperfect ftate over every part of. India. 
Their aftronomical inftruments are, as far as the | 
practice of failors is concerned, in a ftate equally — 
contemptible. In a European fhip you may fome- — 
times meet with their barks at fea in the utmoft un- — 
certainty of both latitude and longitude. Their in- — 
ftruments are fuppofed, by fome very competent — 
Judges, to be horowes, from thofe of Europeans, — 

ane 


Gers 
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and aré certainly but awkward imitations of their 
originals *, : : 


_ Or the thips which I have meiitioned belonging to 
the port of Calcutta, there is not a fingle one com- 
manded by a native. Some low perfon of European 
extract, but removed perhaps by many genera- 
tions, is frequently preferred to the command even 
of thofe paltry thips which venture into the open fea. 
Of a maritime force hardly any nation in the Eaft 
has formed any idea. There are, indeed, fomée 
proahs and private- fhips fitted out for piracy, who 
fight, and maffacre the unarmed crews of merchants 
men with all the invetefacy.and cruelty of favages. 
Thefe enterprifes, fach as théy are, conititute nearly 
the whole of Oriental attainments in naval war. 


Tue internal navigation is conduéted by the nas 
tives to a greater extent. and with a greater degree 
_ of fuccefs. The different itreams of the Ganges ins 

terfe&t the country in a manner fo obvioufly con. 
venient for tranfporting commodities, that it is pro- 
bable that the Hindoos have carried on this naviga= 
tion from the earlieft period of their civilization. I 
will therefore give a fhort fketch of this noble river 
as an inftrument of internal commerce: 


Tue fource of the Ganges long’ #emained in as 
much uneertainty as that of the Nile. It -was left to 
* Vide Afiatic Refearches: tee es 


. 
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‘the prefent age to make the difcovery ; when the 
Chinefe Emperor Camhi fent perfons to explore ity 
though at the diftance of 2,500 miles from his ca- 
pital. - It iffues from the oppofite ridge of the fame 
mountains with the Barrampooter, and dire&ts its 
courfe in a contrary progrefs, til the diftance of 
1200 miles intervenes between rivers that are again 
to approach and water the fame plain. 

\ ‘ : / ‘ 
' So completely are: the various branches of thefe 
rivers diffufed over the flat country, that there is 
hardly: any part of the large province of Bengal a- 
bove twenty-five miles diftant from a navigable ri- 
ver. The wood, falr,- ‘and: provifions of many mil- 
lions of people are conveyed along thefe channels by 
30,000 boatmen, the: moft laborious and hardy race 
in India. All thefe-are independent of the tranfport 
of the mercantile commodities to be fhipped for 
Europe, which may amount to two millions an: 
— 


‘Te Barrampooter, though larger than the Gan~ 
‘ges, affords lefs affiftance to commerce ; for. it tra- 
vels eaft through rugged defiles and vallies, feldom 
approaching the habitations of man. In a’ military 
view, the Ganges is equally commodious as in that 
in which we have confidered it. “A: communication — 
is afforded by it between the different ftations for 
the conveyance of troops and warlike ftores. Thus 
it fuperfedes the neceffity of forming magazines, and 
is more commodious than the mlipty roads of the 

~ Ro- 
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Romans, or the carrying places of North America, 
which not only obftruét the progrefs of an army, but 
enable the enemy to determine the place and mode 
of attack, Major Rennel, from whom thefe ‘parti- 
culars are felected, afferts that the Ganges, though 
inferior in the length of its courfe, difcharges a_ 
greater quantity of water into the ocean, than any 
river in the world, from the influx of the immenfe 
tributary ftreams which it receives, and from its po- 
fition within the reach of the periodical rains. Yet 
the trade carried on in this mighty ftream, though i it 
pafies through the fineft country perhaps in the 
world, appears but trifling when compared to that 
of China. The Embafly. found 100,000 marinesjon 
a fingle branch of the river Peiho only *, whereas 


30,000 are ftated-as the whole amount of Dandies —~ 


who ply upon the Ganges, »according to Major Ren- 
nel.. According;to the Ayeen, the contribution to 
government muft have exceeded this number, fince 
he declares that four thoufand boats were furnifhed 
by Bengal alone, and ten dandies to each boat i is no 
extragavant allowance. 


THE 


 # Sir George Staunton’s Embafy.° S cutieetdier 35% 





HE DIFFERENT RACES OF INHABITANTS SETTLED IN - 
CALCUTTA. : 


Coe eee ERR Oe 


1 €aleutta, March 1797. 
_ ‘Tux group of inhabitants that meets your eye in 
paffing along the ftreets: of Calcutta, is a multifae 
tious mixture of adventurers of every complexion, 
and from almoft every nation in the world. Even 
the mercantile part of the community confifts of ine 
dividuals from almoft all the countries of Europe 
and Afia. aos. 


Tue Armenians are the moft refpeétable, and per- 
haps the moft numerous body of foreign merchants 
in this capital. They carry on an extenfive trade 
from China, and moft of the fea-ports to the eaft- 
ward, and to the weft, as far as the Perfian Gulph, 
Their information from all thefe different quarters, is 
deemed the moft accurate and minute of any body 
of men in their profeflion, They are attentive, re 

: =e gular, 
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gular, and diligent in bufinefs ; and never think of 
departing from their line, and indulging in diffipa- 
tion, even after a competency has been acquired. 
Their houfes are, therefore, of old ftanding, and 
many of them are poffeffed of large capitals. As 
fubjects they are perhaps the moft peaceable and 
loyal: to be found in any country: as members of 


fociety they are pobese send enier: E 


‘Wuen the pieisdciconce = his Majetty, after a 
fevere indifpofition, was publicly notified in Calbotd 
a general expreffion of joy was made by all the inha- 
bitants. But the moft confpicuous and brilliant illu. 
minations were difplayed by an Armenian merchant; 
becaufe accompanied byan_a& of charity. 


Hs loyalty did not efcape'the notice of Lord Corn- 
wallis, who on interrogating him what particular i in- 
terelt he felt in the life of his Britannic Majefty, Te. 
ceived this reply; “* I have, my Lord, lived under 
his government for near thirty years; it has never 
injured me; but on the contrary always afforded its 
_ protection: and this, with induftry on my part, has 

enabled me to accumulate a very plentiful fortune.” 
This-fpeech is not, perhaps, the moft eloquent; but, 
I confefs, that to me it has conveyed a more advan- 
_tageous idea of his underftanding, than if he had 
compofed volumes of our political fophiftry. 


_ Wuen thefe circumftances were reported to his. 
Majcty by the Governor-General, the Armenian 
“Was 
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was prefented with the miniature of his Sovereign, | 
which he continued to wear till his death; and his | 
fon now wears it in honour of his family. 


Some of the more refpectable Armenians are com- 
monly invited to'the public balls and entertainments 
given in Calcutta: where they invariably behave 
with all that decorum and correétnefs which a know- 
ledge of mankind generally produces. A few priefts 
ef their perfuafion, are maintained by them, not only 
in affluence, but in fome degree of fplendor. In 
their fondnefs for fhow and elegance, the Armenians - 
approach nearer the Englifh than any merchants 
here: they are, however, more guarded in their ex- 

- pence ; for they are. Meldgin feen difplaying their 
equipag ge till So are tok able to defray i its bobges os 

Tas Mogul merchants are ie next body of ftran- 
gers, if they ftill merit that title after fo long a refi- 
dence in this country. They have thirteen different 
mercantile houfes of confiderable note, befides many 
other counting houfes of inferior i importance. Some 
individuals among the Moguls are very wealthy; _ 
and are only inferior in riches to fome of the native » 
Rajahs, Banians, and Shroffs: fome of thefe are 
more opulent than the firft noblemen in England. 
A million fterling, or even half of that fum *, which — 

ae pense. bo Severe 


~ 


a sy 


- Amony cai are Dadee Naffir Wangee, Ramaofs 2 
sisi Nopkiffea. . Mr John Briffow, a civil fervant of th 
Com- 
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Several are {aid to poflefs, yields a revenue of three 
times the annual amount of any capital in Britain, 
from the exorbitant rate of intereft at which thefe | 
people lend their monet 


A Vindemes of. ase ra fill retains his 
narrow ideas,* and parfimonious habits. His pious 
contributions, and the expences of his Zenana, are 
the greateft drains upon his income ; in his drefs and 
table there is little devoted either to the purpofes of 
elegance or magnificence, The notches, marriages, 
and religious feftivals, feem to be exceptions from 
this remark ; but thefe ceremonies are under the di- 
rection of the Brahmins ;—-and according to the ideas 
which thefe fpiritual “guides have formed of’ his 
wealth, muft the otter, rofe water, and other pers 
fumes, and fweetmeats-be,: ferved in veffels of gold; 
under a large canopy  illuminated.-with beautiful 
luftres, to many hundreds of guefts of all ranks and 
denominations. The Hindoo on fuch occafions, is 
gratified with the appearance of a large company ; 
and deems himfelf particularly honoured by the ats ~ 
tendance of Europeans. 


~Tuoucn the Notches ate intended to do honour 
to fome deity, who prefides over the feftival ; yet 
’. they feem of all inftitutions the ge coleideaas to 
gs, éxcite 
Company, is the richeft fubject in his tess piereerrson : 
his i income: is above acajecel- fterling per agnum: © 


ike 
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excite religious ideas. Part of the ceremony confifts 
in liftening to the mufic of the finging girls, who 

drawl out their monotonous ditties with a noncha- 
lance and dullnefs, which can only be equalled by 

the fluggith dance, and inanimate geftures with which — 
they are accompanied. Of all entertainments, an 
Hindoftanee Notch is probably the moft infipid : they 
are fometimes accompanied with pantomimical pers 
formances of no delicate nature. Yet as fuch invi- — 
/ tations are given from politenefs, it is proper that 

they fhould be accepted, with at leaft an irae 


. of fatisfaction. 


Tue caniebak Greek- merchants in Calcutta is _ 
not confiderable. They “however maintain one cler- 
gyman, who performs religious worfhip according to 
* the rites of that church: “He is a very agreeable and _ 
well informed man ; .a native of one of the iflands im 
the Levant. By 


Portucueze houfes of agency are, in point of | 
number,‘next to thofe of the Englifh. A very confi- 
derable number of the defcendants of that nation, by 
native women, refide in Calcutta. No people in 
Europe feem to have affimilated fo clofely to the 
manners of the country. In refpectability of cha 
racter, fome of the lower ranks are little fuperior to 
themfelves ; they feem to have retained with more 
fteadinefs the vices than the virtues of either line of 
their anceftors.. By many they are deemed the molt 
defpicable clafs.in-India ; with every vice of the na 
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tion they poffefs few of their virtues. With a com- 


plexion darker than that of the Hindoos, with ha- 
bits fo fimilar, and with full poffeffion of the lan- 
guage, it is ftrange that none even of thefe have been 
able to make a convert from the Heathen to the Ro- 


“ 


man Catholic faith. Nothing can more clearly des — 


monftrate the compleat dominion which the Brah- 
min fuperftition poffeffes over the minds of the coms 
mon people: for there is no denomination of Chrif 
tians moré devoted to she ok ramveaton: thas 
the church of Rome. 


Tue Britifh merchants in Calcutta are a numerous 
and refpectable order of then. In this place feveral 
of them have acquired large fortunes; in the acqui- 
fition of which they have: difplayed thofe mercantile 
talents; and that énterptifing’ {pirit, which diftin. 
' guifhes their charaéter in every part of the world, 
In Calcutta the peculiar habits of their profeffion have 
in no degree encroached on the liberality of their 
minds, or the elegance of their equipage and tables. 








They here difplay an expence and fplendor in theiy - 


manner of living feldom afpired after by the fame. 


order of men in any part of the world: and what is 
greatly to their honour, their atts of charity and 
munificence to indigent perfons have, perhaps, never 
been equalled by any Soke eet wet any 
= whatever. 


Foul dies quacks ae Say 


Vice; a circumftance here-of more confequence than 
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may be apprehended. ‘fhe fervice of the Company 
has certain ideas of rank and confequence attached 
to it, which often produces ludicrous effects upon the 
intercourfe of fociety. All perfons in civil and mili- 
tary appointments affect a degree of {uperiority over 
fuch as are not in the fervice, which is frequently ill 
fupported, either by their talents, birth, or cha 
racter. 
AT the public entertainments, rank was formerly 
a matter of much greater concern at Calcutta than 
at St. James’s. Here all are grafping at rank and 
fuperiority, with an edgernefs proportioned. to the 
confcious want of it,-and-to the obfcurity of their 
former condition. ‘Yhis- has brought to the fubje& 
fo great an intereft, aid fo much perplexity, that 
even the ingenuity of the ladies; who are commonly 
moft deeply verfant in this fcience, is often unable to 
unravel it. To hand a lady to table, or to her car- 
riage, is an affair which requires deep cogitation : if 
it be afpired to by a gentleman ,whofe rank is une- 
qual to the office, inftead of paying a compliment, he 
is guilty of rudenefs, and commits an unpardonable 
_ offence. When the ladies take the floor to dance, 
the moft perfect acquaintance with all that has ever 
been written upon heraldry, would not enable you 
to make a fatisfactory arrangement either of the la~ 
dies themfelves or of their partners. Hardly a meet-— 
ing, formerly, concluded without laying the founda-— 
tion. of turmoils and grievances, more lafting and 
oS aia tt a BG, Se i 
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more important than the magnitude of their caufe, 
in your eyes, will juftify. 


Wuere all are nearly equal in obfcurity, and e- 
qually deftitute of claim to rank, the arrogance and 
“ vanity of individuals has no defined limits to its ex- 
actions. Where all purfue the fame objeét by th¢ 
fame path, there muft be frequent joftlings and col- 
lifions of intereft or epson. 


Eee the good fenfe of the prefent generation 

is gradually cruaiitaciny thofe feeds of difcord ; which 
could never -have been_fown but by perfons of little 
- under flanding, and limited acquaintance with the 
pene e 


, 


= Centre He-Arts 


ea-0F 








QF THE BANNIANS, AND NATIVE SERVANTS, 


or Ce ee reo sag 


¢ L ay f ‘ ork 3 a5 | 


aN srs aes a one . 


Among, the various claffes of the mercantile part of 
the community, formerly. hoticed, no mention is 

made of the Jews. Few of that nation ever fettle in 
India ; and Calcutta is \ perhaps the only opulent 
town that is free of them. 

Tue character of the native merchants is fo com- 
pletely Jewith, that were the moft expert of the H- 
raelites to deal with them, it is more than probable 
that he would be defeated at his own weapons. 


Tue native Bannians, Sarkars, and writers, carry 
on the greateft part of the retail trade of Calcutta. 
They go around hawking commodities, from morn- 
ing to night; or fearching after cheap purchafes. — 
| Bones can exceed their eagernefs for money ; and 


ea 
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if you are not in fome meafure a judge of the article 
you are to purchafe, you will infallibly be over- 
reached. Indeed, that low cunning, ftratagem, and 
deceit, which charaéterizes the money tranfactions of 
perfons of narrow intelleéts, applies almoft without 
exception to this clafs of the Hindoos. For once 
that an European over-reaches them, he is cheated a 
thoufand times. Whether you employ a Confumah 
or Sarkar, to tranfa& bufinefs, you muft lay your 
account with impofition ; for although he may boat 
of .belonging to the higheft caft of his country, half 
‘a rupee will unfortunately often prove greater than 
Bo price of his honefty. To over-reach in a bargain 
‘infers no difcredit among » thefe men: fuch as are ° 
noted for it obtain the jeeyebtcn ef pucka oe 
_ men ses ae seas ee 
ie mike oe hes pia SE that what. a 
ever money or goods you intruft to the care of a 
native fervant, will in general be faithfully account- 
ed-for. It is in making a bargain with you, or 
purchafing goods, in your abfence, on your own ac- 
“count, that you are fo frequently betrayed. The 
ideas I had formed of the innocence and fimplicity of 
the natives, and of the frauds, peculations, and op- 
reflions which they fuffered from the Britifh, I have 
» had occafion to corre&t; as they bore but little 
blance t to matter of fake eee 
nie 
4 Wire. all ‘their . “satpocliag to cheat, the native 
“fhop-keepers generally fell sheir goods on lower terms 
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than you. meet with in the European ware-rooms, ~ 
They are commonly neither of the firft fafhion, nor 


quality ; and they are purchafed at Vendue, where 
they are often procured on very mesa terms. 


THeie bent rent is another caule of their BA 
felling Europeans. ‘The fhops of the natives, though 
better than their houfes, are mean and difagreeable ; 


and from their fituation in the common bazars, are — 


infinitely cheaper than the larger and {plendid rooms 
in which the Britith merchants expofe their wares. 


House rent, and fervants wages, are the moft ex- 
penfive parts of the charges of houfe-keeping in Cal- 
cutta, The common articlés;of provifion are much 
cheaper than in Europe; but houfe rent, till lately, 
has been a very exorbitant. charge. Only a few 
years ago, a houfe fufficient to accommodate a gen- 
teel family, could not be procured under fix or eight 
hundred pounds a year; many were let ata larger 
fum. The extent and number of buildings occupied 
by many of the merchants in Calcutta muft prove @ 
confiderable i item in their expence. 


‘Tue number of fervants neceffary in a private fa- 
mily exceeds all moderation, and I am afraid the be- 


lief of an Englifhman, who has not vifited this coun- " 


try. For fome time after my arrival, I lived in a pri- 


‘vate family, where the fervants of all defcriptions — 


amounted to an hundred and five. What is more re- 
—— they were to a man all neceffary.. This 
= 
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furely is no fmall inconvenience to Europeans ;- but 
it is an evil for which there is no remedy as long as 
the fuperftition of the natives. fhall deter them from 
performing fervice beyond one {pecific kind of. work. 
The wages varies according to the different ftations 
they occupy; from four rupees per month, to twen- 
ty. The average paid to each man in the family, 
juft mentioned, cannot be lefs than fix rupees, which 
amounts to near -feven hundred a hee <a: 


‘Tus added t to ae Se rent, of the incidental 
charges of a family, will raife its expenditure to 
three, four, and five thoufand rupees a year, atcord+ 
ing to its number. Nor is-this expence to be afcribed 
_ to the extravagant ideas.imbibed in this country, or 
to the ratifiension of vanity; a plant of rank growth 
in Bengal ; byt is abfolutely.incurred by many fober ’ 
families, who have remained untainted by any, of 
the burdenfome and coftly follies of fafhionable life. 


-Waers thefe are followed, they conftitute, in this 
warm climate, the moft labcricus of all purfuits ; and 
cannot be indulged without an expence, double, per- 
haps treble the amount above ftated. 


Tae extravagant rate of houfe rent fuggefted a 
fpeculation which has,. perhaps, as far as poflible re- 
duced that charge. Purchafing ground, and houfe- 
building became for a while a favourite fcheme of 
proprietors in Calcutta; but while the number of 
Europeans remains comparatively few, this fpecula- 


wary 
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tion may eafily be carried too far, The number of — 
houfes is at prefent fully adequate to the accomm0~ 
dation of the people; yet building goes forward ~ 
with a rapidity which muft foon prove its own 
check. : 2 


Bricks, mortat, and wood, are by no means 
fearce in Bengal; yet the money funk in building a 
houfe, is always great in proportion to its fize and 
accommodati The number of natives employed; 
and the flownels of their operations, is neceffarily at- 
tended with this confequence. Befides, houfes in — 
India ate always a perifhable commodity, and in con- 
_ flant need of repairs. “Ehis- may partly be owing to _ 
the heavy rains, and ftorms of wind ; but it is chiefly — 
to be afcribed to the deftruétive intrufions of the 
white ants *. Thefe-animals make their way in great 
numbers into every place where there is moifture, 
and form habitations in the heart of the hardeft — 
beams and planks. So deftruétive are they in their — 
operations, that every beam in a howfe may be com- 
pletely deftroyed, while outwardly it may appear pers 
feétly found, : 









From thefe circumftances, and the great intereft 
of money, the rent of a houfe muft in Bengal bear 
- double the proportion to the capital funk in building 
it, that is requifite in Europe, to render houfe-build- 

* Termes fatale: Js es seer ae 
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ing profitable fpeculation! Hence rent in Calcutta 
till continues high, and will probably remain fo. 


~ One comfortable circumftance in the ftrudture of 
the houfes of Exropeans, is their exémption from the 
. accident of fire. Only a fmall portion of wood en- 
ters into the materials; for the partition walls, as 
well as the flat roofs are chielly. conftructed of brick 
and mortar. — This laft’article, underthe denomina- 
tion of CBee: the natives have 
perfetion, ia ce a 


De ce 





Amipst that fecurity from fire, enjoyed by Euro- 
ropean families, the native. inhabitants are fubjeé& to 
dreadful alarms and danger from that element. The 
great bulk of their huts are conftruéted of a kind of 
bafket work, made of fplit bamboos or reeds. ‘This 
flender and combuttible fabric, the Hindoo neatly 
covers in a light thatched roof; and in this humble 
tenement, he, his wife, and niitlitvolie children  re- 
‘fide, with a degree of cleanlinefs and comfort, which 
would gratify your humanity, as completely as it 
mocks the toils of the ambitious. 


Taxsg manfions of contentment are regularly 
threatened, or deftroyed by fire every dry feafon. . 
On travelling through the town you may fometimes 
‘fee whole ftreets fmoking in athes, and thoufands of 
inhabitants bufy in carrying off their little moveable 
property. You are not, however, to fuppofe that. 
this fcene proves equally calamitous as fimilar ones 

in 


66 INDIAN RECREATIONS. ~ 


in Europe. Here property is fmall, and in generat. - 
eafily fecured: the habitations are flender, and 
therefore eafily. rebuilt. For one or two rupees, the 
Hindoo is reinflated in a dwelling with equal com- 
fort after, as before an accident, which generally 
réduces an European family to beggary during the 
reft of their days, The inconvenience of fleeping in 
the open air for a few nights, from choice or ne- 
ceffity, has to the Hindoo become fo familiar, that it 
finds no place in the lift of his misfortunes. Thus 
does the {tream of human happinefs diffufe itfelf in a 
more equable tenor than we often imagine: and the 
poet’s obfervation is as completely verified in its figu- 
rative and moral, as it is in its natural application 5 __ 


Celsi graviori cafu, 
Decidunt turres, 


The great are expofed to many real, and more 
imaginary evils ; the wealthy offer a broad mark to — 
adverfity ; while many of the rudeft ftrokes of fore 
tune either reach not the humble dwellings of the 


poor, or make on them but a flight and temporary 
impreffion, 


In proof of what is here afferted, I have obferved 
in the provinces of Oude, feveral hundred cottages 
demolithed by the {welling of the Ganges and. Jum- 
na, and, though on the fpot, never heard a com- 
plaint ; nor indeed beheld a fcene of real’ mifery, 
In the beginning of September 1798; the Ganges 

ics ; She 
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broke éver its bank, and deftroyed feveral hundreds 
of mud-houfes. This unavoidably happens as often 
as even ftagnated water reaches the walls, as from the 
nature of this fubftance they crumble down, and the 
roof falls in. The inhabitants remain fo Jong as 
with fafety they dare, and when that cannot longer 
be done, they refort to the neareft’height and con- 
ftruct a temporary fhed of the old roof and materials 
of their former dwelling. — ee. 
fi : “g 

I have feen them fitting fmoking their hookers, 
in a houfe three feet covered with water ; the fire- 
wood of the family was. piled up on the floor, and 
upon the top of it the members fat without any vi- 
fible fuffering or concern; “The River is a munifi- 
cent god; they repofé'in it’ mercy ;—poflibly their 
faith and piety would’ be" gratified by being carried 
down in its ftreaam. Z 


ESTA- 


i 


- 


“ESTABLISHMENTS FOR EDUCATION IN CALCUTTA. 


ay 
% 
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THE maintenance and ediication of the children be- — 
longing to Europeans in India, have on account of 
their increafing number,.. become objects of great im- 
portance. Nearly half a century has already elapfed 
fince the power of the Britifh arms has been efta- 
blifhed in Bengal ; and the influx of European inha- _ 
bitants has ever fince kept pace with the increafe of 
power, and the profpe& of acquiring wealth. In — 
the fervice of the Company, and in the profecution 
‘of private adventures, opportunity has been offered 
to many of accumulating fortunes; but the country 
has been the grave of many more. 


Europeans in India, whether they live to become 
rich, or die poor, from their own diffolute habits, 
-and the unhappy frailty of the Mahommedan women, 
xe gene- 
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generally’ leave a numerous’ progeny behind them. 
In-every cafe where the parent is poor, the main- 
tenance of his children becomes, whether they live 
or die, a public charge upon the community." =: * 


~ Dip not the exercife of their benevolence in fome 
meafure cover a multitude of faults, the Europeans — 
of India muft-have long fince: been condemned to 
behold fcenes of the utmoft diftrefs in the fituation _ 
of orphans, “and the children of the poor; precluded — 
from any rank and employment in European fociety, 
and abandoned by the natives, they feemed to be the 
-moft deftitute of allabeings. : 


In this light they wete wiewed by feveral perfons, 
-whovhave done honour to-themfelves and their coun- 
try, by eftablithing {chools for the maintenance and 
education of the-orphan children of the military fer- 
vants of the Company. Two inftitutions have been 
formed for this purpofe; one for the children of of. 
-ficers, and the other for thofe of private foldiers. 
Each is provided with teachers of both fexes; quali- 
fied to inftru& the children in fuch branches of 
knowledge and induftry, as feem fitted for their rank 
and profpects in fociety. The’ fund for the fupport 
of ‘thefe inflitutions, is fupplied by a fixed contribu- 
tion raifed from the military, and by the donations 
of fuch perfons as with to forward the ainis of bene- 
velehee.200? tear Pes: fet seas - ; 
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‘Tar children of fuch as have died, or of fuch as 
are evidently poor, are only admitted gratuitoufly into 
this fchool; but any officer may, for a reafonable’ 
fum, have his children educated there: and it is the — 
moft eligible place in India ; for during a period of — 
twenty years, the management and fuperintendance 
of this feminary of education have been as faithful. 
and as diligent as its inftitution was benevolent. A- 
bout fix or feven hundred children are maintained 
and educated by this ufeful charity. The only thing 
wanting to complete its purpofe feems to be fuitable 
employment for the youth of both fexes, after they 
have finifhed their education. yxhere has not hi- 
therto been in India any middle clafs of fociety, be- 
tween the Europeans,and natives, and of confe- 
quence few employments open for them to occupy- 
Tus want of employment for country-born chil- _ 
dren has already been feverely felt; and is every day~ 
becoming more urgent from the increafe of their 
number. Befides the two inftitutions already men- 
tioned, there are feven or eight others for the educa- 
tion of boys; and nearly an equal number for girls. 
If, in the orphan fchools, all the intereft of the heads. 
of the army and of the managers, is unable to pro- 
cure employment for the youth educated there, the 
difficulty is much greater in private feminaries, where 
this can only devolve upon individuals. For the fet- 
tlement of their pupils in ufeful profeffions, neither 
parents nor mafters have yet been able to devife any , 
adequate means. : 


Ace: 
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~ AccoRpINeLY almoft all the fchools in Calcutta 
for either fex, are continuing to increafe in the num» 
ber. of pupils, and in the difficulty of providing for 
them. ‘This difficulty is increafed by the manner in’ 
which female education is conducted in Calcutta 
From a partiality as unaccountable as it is ill found- 
ed, the girls are fplendidly edfféated in boarding- 
ing {chools, where they are taaght to dance with 
bas and to drefs with fome degree of elegance, but 
much more-affeétation. ‘Thefe accomplifhments,. fu- 
perficial as they are, contain nearly the whole a- 
niount of their attainments at the boarding-fchooh, 
> 
On their public nights, when they dance and fee 
company, none of the boys of their own rank, by 
birth and fortune, are admitted. Thefe are the only 
perfons, with whom,,nature.feems to have intended 
they fhould unite, and live happily; but the preju- 
dices of Calcutta counteraé her purpofe, and ex- 
clude them from their fociety as beings of an infe- 
rior clafs. Young officers in the army, or civil fer- 
vants of the Company, are alone deemed fit com- 
panions ; and from the contemptible ideas they in 
general entertain of ;the whole race of country-born 
women, they are the moft dangerous companions 
with whom they can affociate. 


Bur female vanity bids defiance to all thefe confi- 
derations ; and many young men of rank, and high 
expectations, have been unable to refift its artifices, 
aided by - ftratagems of the miftrefs of the fchool. 

Mar- 
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Marriages of this kind have not been unfrequent; 


but they are always unhappy. With regard. to the 


parties themfelves, they are either excluded from fo- _ 
ciety, or admitted with fuch caution and ceremonious — 


referve, as muft continually put them in mind of 
their degradation. ‘The confequence of fuch matches 
to conneCtions in Europe are equally diftrefling. 


~ Parents, in particular, imagine their children loft or 


thrown mie’ by fuch marriages: they have brought _ 


many a grey head with forrow to the grave. 


Few females of colour, in proportion to'their num-— 


ber, can be difpofed of in this manner. To educate 


them, therefore, exprefsly with fuch views, entirely ~ 
precludes every hope of‘iiliting them with their e- — 


guals, or their own dlafs, It never fails to produce. : 
q Pp 


a train of ideas and expe@ations in the female breatt, 


of which the difappointment, is mifery; and their 


completion, ruin. 


# a 


No perfon of refleGtion can enter the numerous _ 


boarding-fehools in Calcutta, without feeling the 
moft melancholy forebodings regarding the fate of fo 
many young perfons. To behold fo many of the 
rifing generation immured within their walls with 
hardly any probability of making a fafe or honour- 
able retreat, is certainly diftreffing : becaufe it com- 
pels your imagination to anticipate the fad alterna- 
tive before many of them, that of ‘living ina ftate of 


want and difappointment, or of fubfifting by means _ 


fatal to happinefs and reputation, 


Bee | 
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Brsiprs thefe foundations, there are fome others 
of inferior note, equally laudable, eftablifhed, and 
maintained by the munificence of the inhabitants of 

Calcutta. A free-fchool which educates near. two 
hundred children, under. the management of the 
: veltry, is, in part, fupported by voluntary contribu- 
tions only. _ Two lacks of Re were originally de- 
voted to the education of the children of the poor. 
The intereft of that fum continues ftill to be applied 
for that purpofe: another fchool, however, nearly 
equally numerous has been added to this, upon a 
fund raifed merely by cafual benefaétions. An ora- 
torio has of late been performed annually to aid its 
funds, which ee a_confiderable pely of re- 
_ Yenue, iri jd 


To thefe foitinationa ston eile to the humanity 
and benevolence of the inhabitants of Calcutta, the 
_native hofpital muft be added. This inftitution is 
; alfo fupported by yoluntary contribution ; ; and was 


contrived : for the relief of fuch natives, as from acci- - 


dents or difeafe, might want medical aid. Thoufands, 
in fo populous a place, muft be in want of affiftance, 
while they are too indigent to obtain it on any other 
footing than the charity of Europeans. And it is 
highly to the honour of our countrymen, that they 
have deviled and fupported a {cheme of relief for 
; difeafe and indigence, which, as far as I can learn, 
has never been fuggetted by.the humanity of their, 


‘native’ monarchs, ‘There were hofpitals for dogs, . 


* ue cats, 
ty 


7 


- 


74 INDIAN RECREATIONS. 


‘cats, licns, and feveral other animals, but none for 
men. : 


- Tue medical gentlemen in Calcutta are frequent- 
ly applied to in private by the ratives, for advice in 
“their “ailments, and if really in pain, the di€tates of © 
- nature prevail againft the bigotry of fuperftition ; for 
_ they generally take their medicines, in fpite of the — 
prohibitions of their religion. 


‘ue confidence which the natives, in every trying 
occafion, put in the fuperior fkill of Europeans, a-_ 
“mounts almoft of itfelf to a confutation of thofe per- 
fons, who, without any means of knowledge, are’ 
conftantly holding up theif attainments as fuperior to 
every thing known in Europe. > 


A very expenfive eftablifhment for the education 
of the junior fervants of the Company, has lately, 
been inftituted ; but as it is for bu/ine/s, and not edu- — 
cation, that thefe gentlemen are fent to India, it is dif- 
ficult to forefee: any benefit that will ever refult from 
this meafure. Inftruétion in the native dialeéts is in 
_ general all that is neceflary to qualify them for the — 
exercife of their duty, and this they have hitherto — 
received from Moonfhees at the fpare hours that are 
not employed in their different vocations. The prattice 
of their profeffional duty of itfelf greatly affifted - 
‘them in acquiring the language of the natives ;, 
while it prevented the lofs of feveral years, and* a 

: great 


INDIAN RECREATIONS. a5 


great expence, which is incurred at this diffolute fe- 
minary. : 

Inp1a has-not hitherto improved the affiduity of 
Eurepeans in the purfuit of literature: and there 
are at prefent in that country but few men adequately 
qualified to fill a profeffional chair. Young men, 
therefore, from Europe muft deem their time ill 
{pent if compelled to hear leétures from profeffors 
but indifferently qualified: to be teachers of a parifh 
{chool. 

.Tue conquelt of the Myfore was fome how con- 
nected with this inftitution, an event which it was _ 
deftined to commemorate: yet brilliant as the execu- 
tion of that enterprize certainly was, it was concerted 
without any regard to time, or fupplies of provifions, 
a circumftance which had we fruftrated the bra- 
yey of our army *, Sits 


THE | 


* Since writing the above, the Court of DireGors have 
abolifhed this College; the moft expenfive erection which 
vanity or folly had ever made upon their treafury. 


THE EFFECTS OF A HOT CLIMATE ON EUROPEANS. — 


eeesveoeve 2 toe ee 
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Tue climate of almoft every intra-tropical region is _ 
oe 
unfavourable to Evropeait conftitutions. Thofe flat 


countries where moifture is combined with heat, are 


uneéxceptionably moré injurious ‘to health than fuch 
as are dry. Hence the climate of Batavia has long — 
proved one of the moft fatally pernicious ever vifited 


by Europeans. 





‘Catcurta was at firft deemed hardly lefs de- 3 
ftrudtive than Batavia, Its fituation furrounded by: 


a flat and marfhy country, was produdive -of the 
‘fame effeéts. The vicinity has’ fince been cleared 
confiderably of trees and jungle; and fome of the 
more offenfive marfhes have ‘been drained ; much, 


however, ftill muft be done, before it can merit the p 


character of a healthy town. 


. 


Euro. — 
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Evropgans are now however much better ac- 
quaintéd with the means of counteracting the effects 
of a bad climate than formerly. Regularity of liv- 
ing, and temperance, are much more prevalent a- 
mong the prefent inhabitants, than the firft - adven- 
turers. It was not uncommon for his acquaintances, 
when a friénd had laid in a frefh ftock of wines, to 
meet in his houfe at dinner, in order to give their | 
judgment of its quality ; and on thefe occafions, per- 
_ haps, the whole cheft of claret was confumed at one 

federunt. The confequences were often fo fatal, that 
the next meeting of this focial crew was not unfre- 
quently to witnefs the funeral of one of their com- 
panions. 


“gy 
23 


THE perfection to ists the medical art has ar- 

rived by longer experience, »has' alfo had a happy ef- 
fect in preferving the lives of many Europeans. The 
difeafes of the country are now well underftood by 
- almoft every practitioner: the practice is fimple and, 
decifive. Fevers, and the whole train of bilious 
complaints, are more efficacioufly treated; or at leat 

yield more certainly to their prefcriptions than a any 
fet of difeafes equally malignant do in Britain. Were 
fever as dangerous here as in Europe, its frequency 
would prove fatal almoft to every inhabitant be fore 
refiding twelve months in the country. 

Wuattver be the exciting caufe of bile; whe: 
ther accelerated circulation from the heat of thes dit 
mate, or relaxation: from the fame caufe, its excels i is 
in 


- 
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in. general the origo mali It produces fever, dyfer-. | 
tery, witha long train of nervous and paralyticifor+ 
ders; every {tage of which has a peculiar and appro- 
priate treatment, which is foon acquired, and pretty 
uniformly. followed by every practitioner : and there 
is perhaps no part of the world where the profeflion 
can boaft of an equal number of cures); or at leaft 

of relief fo uniformly following its prefcriptions. 


Arter all, however, the climate of india proves a 
fevere trial to every European conftitution ; many 
fall a facrifice to its firft attacks; many more linger 
on in a ftate of increafing debility, and painful 
difeafe, which reduces them to a ftate more re- 
fembling ghofis than, men. the remainder who for 
years continue to combat its influence, finding that 
they alfo are at laft to. be worfted in the confliét, are 
glad to retreat to Europe, there to eke out, or to 
kufband the remains of life, 


- A fallow and livid complexion is fo univerfal in 
Bengal, that when you behold a face of the rofeate 
hue, you can pronounce that its owner is newly ar- 
rived, nearly with. as much certainty as if you heard 
that part of his hiftory from his own mouth. Even - 
in the ordinary health of perfons not fuppofed to be. 
materially injured by the climate, they are capable of 
little exertion or fatigue: in the hot feafon ot hardly - 
any atall. It is not uncommon to find, at that-pe- 
tiod, the whole officers of a battalion, except one or 

Sel ocx os two, 


x . . / 
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te incapable of doing duty; and this without ex- 
cogent or alarming pe 


Tue fair fex are almoft equally liable ‘with the 
men to fuffer by the climate.’ “Pheir regularity is 
often more uniform, and their expofyre to the wea- 
ther lefs frequent, yet there is hardly a fingle female 
complexion in Bengal ‘that retains the bloom of 
health. Beauty in every country is a fading flower ; 
here it i is almoft ephemeral ; for you feldom behold 
it a fingle feafon without fuffering much depredation, 
perhaps a total decay. 


Former y female adventurers in India were few ; 
but highly fuccefsful. “Emboldened by this fuccefs, 
and countenanced by theirlexample, fuch numbers 
have embarked in this‘ Speculation as threaten to de- 
feat its purpofe. The irregularities of our Govern- 
ment, which formerly afforded an opportunity to 

-fome of rapidly. accumulating wealth, and: enabled 
them to marry, are now doné away. Few, in com-: 
parifon, now find themfelves in circumftances that 
invite to matrimonial engagements ; hence a number 
of unfortunate females are fee wandering for years 
in a fingle and unconneted ftate. Some are annually 
forced to abandon the forlorn hope; and return tu 
Europe, after the lofs of beauty, too frequently their 
only property. It is greatly to be wifhed that the 
Cape of Good Hope may as effectually revive the 
fpirits of thefe ill-fated adventurers, as; from its 
name, we mutt believe it did ‘thofe of its firft difeo- 


4 


verers. 


4 
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_verers. If in future. times. it, realize their. almoft 


vanifhed profpects, it muft be regarded as a valuable — 
ftation ; for it will prevent a part of the fpecies from _ 


fuffering, on their return, a mortification the more — 
‘peculiarly grievous, fince it commands no man’s 


Pity. 


Beterans dinte. are few even of thofe who.find — 
ovene reafonable hope. that.they. had formed of India ~ 
gratified, that do not inwardly regret having aban- | 
doned their native land: the candid, on fumming — 
up the whole account, feem to. acknowledge that. the 
meafure has neither added to the number of real 
enjoyments, nor increafed: their virtue: they find ‘S 
when the fcene of life draws to a clofe, and the cur- 
tain is ready to drop,-that, i it” might probably have 
‘met with a lefs chequered,,but.. equally happy termi- — 
nation, by a lefs. troublefome and circuitous route. 


Ir this prove the cafe aa. ack as:meet with, em- Z 
ooplovapenis; or lucrative appointments in this country ; : 
thofe unfortunate. young men who tik fo long a : 
voyage. without any {pecific views, x particular pro- a 
feflion, are in a fituation much to be. commiferated. i: 
Under mental uneafinefs, and the pain of difappoint- 
ment, difeafes, in a warm climate are all aggravated, : 


and more certainly fatal... Thus has many a pro- — 


mifing youth fallen a facrifice to unfubftantial hopes, : 
and difappointed. ambition : many a ufeful and €n-— 
terprifing fubje&t has been loft to the State from. the 
falfe notions entertained at home wih regard to the = 

opus 
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opulence of India; and the golden dreams which 
ignorance has indulged regarding, its trade. 


Tue great military atchievements which. have 
been performed, as well as, the fortunes that have 
been made by fome individuals in this country, 
make a powerful impreffion .on the minds of young 
men. Long before they 1 have finithed their, educa- 
tion at ae their im ations are. affetted by 
_ the mania. of going ‘to pa and of their agting 
their part in all the brave and romantic adv entures 
of a Coot, a Lawrence, or a Clive The fpirit of 
adventure is kept remarkably active in Scotland, 
where all receive fome education, and where the 
eyes of the community‘aré—fo often called to be- 
hold fuccefsful examples -of thofe who have finifhed 
their career of Afiatic énterprife, — 


WIrHouT attempting to eradicate this ufeful bias 
in the minds of our youth, it is much to be with- 
ed that it were oftener guided by men of experience ; . 
for without being attached to fome department of 
the fervice, or educated to fome profeffion, there is 
hardly any rational hope of fuccefs in India. Here 
all the inferior departments of clerks, and overfeers, 
are neceflarily filled by natives, and it is by thofe 
gradations that in Europe young men rife to opu- 
lence in the commercial world. Diftant as this 
country is from the feat of Government, and ftri@- 
ly as all outlets to it are guarded, there are perhaps 

ten Europeans in every department, for one that can 
L ob 
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obtain profitable employment ; and of the great ob. 
jet in migration, that of making a fortune, there 
are more than an hundred to one unfuccefsful in 
the purfuit, 


Or late the commercial profperity and wealth of 
Britain has fo much increafed, that in future the 
wealthy part of our community will not be’ found a- 
mong thofe who have returned from abroad, but 


among that portion who have remained in their na- 
tive country. 


oF 


OF THE RANK AND CONDITION OF THE DIFFERENT _ 
CLASSES. ; 


pe 


ee cee 


Calcutta, Dec. 1797: 


Tue ftate of fociety and: of government in every 
country of Europe, thréw the inhabitants into a fimi- 
lar fituation with regard. to, rank: there the whole 
community confifted, during the feudal periods, of 
_ licentious chieftains who overawed the fovereign, and 
kept the people in a ftate of flavery. The priefthood 
was the only order whofe rights and rank were re- 
fpected, in thefe ages of fuperftition and anarchy. 


_ Every circumftance feems to prove that the Hin- 
doos were, in a remote period, nearly in the fame 
itate. The different diftri€ts, originally governed by 
independent princes, were gradually brought to fub- 
mit to an emperor whofe dominions were circum- 
{cribed by the natural boundaries of the country. In 
‘this fituation ‘of affairs there were feveral kings or | 
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great rajahs, who’ were tributary to the emperor ; 
and other inferior rajahs who paid tribute to their 
refpective fuperiors, and who, when fummoned into _ 
the field, attended them, with a number of men pro- 
portioned to the extent of their pofleffions *. 


Tue far greater part of the lands of Hindoftan 
were held by this military tenure ; but as in Europe, * 
fo here, there were othérs appropriated to the church, 
and to charitable purpofes: we find too, in many ~ 
parts, certain commons attached to different villages, 
which were cultivated by the joint labour of the in- 
— or paftured by their cattle in common. 


Tare ryots, or actual. cultivators of the foil, are 
ftill in the fame fituation! here which they were in a- 
mong thé ancient Romans, adfcripti gleba, a fort of © 
appendage to the land, and*fold along with it, This 
was the cafe in England as late as the time of King 
John, when it was ftipulated by one of the provi- 
fions of the boafted Magna Charta, that on reftoring 
to a ward his eftates after his minority, they fhould 
be delivered ine vafto hominum vel rerum *, 


_ in 


.* Vid, Sketches of the manners and caftoms of thé Hindoos. 


¢ Fleeeh the natives are not pofitively fold with an ein | 


they mufty from the nature of their-fituation, change ‘mafters 
sere with it. 
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In this country, the ryots have hardly any fecure 
leafes ; they were allowed a certain portion of the 
crop to maintain their families and their cattle ; but 
feem not to have been entrufted with the feed for 
next feafon, that being furnifhed by the proprietor. — 
The proportion of produce allowed the peafant muft, 
according to the foil, have always been very diffe- 
rent. “lhe barrennefs of the lands, the difficulty of 
cultivation, and the failure or abundance of a crop, 
_— — the portion left to the hufbandman. 


In countries plentifully fupplied with water, the 
labour of the hufbandinan js diminifhed, while his 
crops are more abundant; but on the coait of Coro- 
mandel, where the foil i: is. ‘thin and fandy, and the 
wate? fearce, greater: “exertion i is required ; and the 

“recompence is much lefs confiderable. From the 
circumftance of theré’being’ no leafe ftri€tly adhered 
to, the condition of the peafant is nearly the fame, 
whatever be the produce of his labour: he is univer- 
fally poor. His houfe, clothing, and implements of 
every kind, frequently do not amount to the value of 
a pound fterling. Univerfal poverty and nakednefs 
is the chara¢teriftic of nine tenths of all the people, 
not Britith fubjeéts, in Hindoftan ; but you muft not 
conclude that this is accompanied with the fame de- 
gree of fuffering and wretchednefs that would be felt’ 
in a fimilar ftate of indigence in Europe. ‘Their wants 
are here few: clothing is hardly neceffary for eight 
months of the year: drink is unknown beyond the 
fimple beverage of water; and the fimplicity of 

~ their 
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their food enables them to fubfift on vegetables, 


which are plenty, with a fmall portion of grain. An — 


Hindoo feels himfelf comfortable on the fame fare 
on which an Englifhman would languifh and ftarve. 


SucH are the ranks of the people as far as they 
feem to be influenced by government; but the pre- 
valence of fuperftition has moulded their fociety into 
a more complex and artificial fyftem. According to 
its injunétions, the Hindoos are divided into four 
cafts ; the Brahmins, the Katry, the Bhyfe, and the 


Sedera. Befides. thefe cafts, now well known in > 


Europe, there are a very confiderable number which 
belong to neither, which, in the language of the 
country, are called Chandalahs, or Pariahs, and con- 
fit of thofe who have. been outcafts from all the 


ranks, on account of their own, or forefathers de- 


linquency ; ; for by the rigid difcipline of the Brah- 


mins, fins are vifited to greater extent than to the 
third or fourth generation. 


THe fue of excommunication is here more 
terrible than death: the perfon lying under it is 
deemed polluted, and if toeched by another it renders 
him alfo unclean, till he has wafhed, and purified his 
perfon and his garments. The perfon, therefore, is 

“not only excluded from fociety, but he cannot enter 
a temple, or be prefent at any religious ceremony 3 
he is rendered incapable of any office, and the coafe- 


quences of this terrible doomi are fuppofed. to extend 
to another life. 


THE 


” 
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Tue rank ‘of-the different cafts is not only laid 
down in the vedahs, or facred books of the Hindoos, 
but their duties are prefcribed there with fome pre- 
cifion. ** The duty of the Brahmins is peace, felf- 
reftraint, patience, rectitude, wifdom, and learning. 
Thofe of the Katry, or military caft, are bravery, 
glory, not to flee from the field, re€titude, genero- 
fity, and princely conduét. The natural duty of 

the Bhyfe, is to cultivate the land, to tend the cat- 
tle, to buy and fell. ‘The natural duty of the Sor- 
dera is fervitude *.”” This facred volume proceeded 
from Brimha, one of the three ¢ children of Brahma, 
the fupreme Being. The Saftras and Pouranahs are- 
commentaries upon thefe,.and like the traditions of 
the Jews and of the Romifh church, of very high 


authority, but not eels nor binding upon 
condué. Abe 





Tue Brahmins alone are permitted to read and 
explain the vedahs; the other clafles would incur 
inexpiable guilt by infpeting them: the Katry tribe 
is alone allowed to hear them; the Pouranahs are 
deemed fufficiently facred to be liftened to by vulgar 
ears: even to hear the feriptures read is deemed too 
great a privilege for the degraded race of Sorderas. 


Fis. . . . . 
As if thefe reftriGtions were infufficient, every pro- 
feffion and art has a diftin@ rank and ftation afligned 
‘ it, 
* Vide Bhagvat Geeta. 
+ The otker two are Vithng and Sheva, 
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it, from which its profeffors can never emerge, nor 


can they change their hereditary employment for any _ 


other. Hence there are nearly an hundred * fubor- 
dinate tribes in the fociety of natives here, which do 


not. intermarry nor aflociate except with theirown — 


peers. There is in Calcutta, Iam told, a native ¢ 


who. is. employed in drawing an individual of each 
elals ves in hjs profeffional labour. 


ae Brabmins who have entailed thefe wlictdl 
tions on the, reft of fociety, are themfelves under 
great. reftraint with. regard to the articles.of food. 


Rice, milky and ghee with fpices, are the moft con- 4 


fiderable articles. of their-diet ; for they are prohi- 
bited from thedding blood, ‘or eating any thing that 
has had life: milk as comin from the cow is deem- 
~ ed the pureft food; and’ for”this clafs of animals 

we have had frequent SPEOH IY to wile they 
veneration. 


A fimilar scligions setticn es the ox ahesiat fe 


among. the Egyptians, Phenicians, Athenians, and 
other . nations ; perhaps it was originally derived 


from the Eaft, which appears to have been the great _ | 


mint of fuperttition to the reft of the world. ‘There 


are fome even of our own divines, ie attempt- . 


eological fyf- 


ed to draw an analogy between our 
: tem 


* Vide de la Croze, Hift. du Chrift. des Indes. 
+ Mr Solvins, whole work is nearly completed. 
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tem and thefe ancient fables; an attempt equally 
fruitlefs and foolifh, What confirmation, for ex- _ 
ample, or illuftration of the doétrine of the Trinity 
can there be derived from there being three principal 
Hindu divinities, Brimha, Vifhnu, and Sheva? or 
becaufe thefe deities have undergone feveral incarna- 
tions for the inftruétion and regeneration of man- 
kind, does that give any gteater credibility to our fyf- 
tem? yet our zealots * have attempted this, without 
feeming to be aware of the tendency of their ] 





fuit.. ‘To prove that our Faith is fimilar to, or de- HA 
rived from that of the Hindoos, is, we truft, impof- fm 


fible ; if it were otherwife, the fyftem of both coun- 
tries would feem to reft upon the fame foundation, 


Tuoucn the Brahmins ‘ebnftitate the higheft clafs 
from: which the priefts.are, taken, yet the whole of 
that order do not officiate in facred ceremonies ; “the 
priefts among the Jews were indeed of the ‘tfibe of 
Leyi, but all the Levites were not priefts. The 
Brahmins, accordingly, who are not in the prieft- 
hood, may affume other employments, but are not 
allowed to engage as menial fervants. They become 
fecretaries to perfons of high rank, or clerks to 
bankers and merchants. Some bear arms; but 
even in that fituation they obferve all the reftridtions 
incumbent upon their order, and receive a fuperior 

de- 


as 


* Vide Morice’s Ind. Antiquities. oe eee 
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- degree of refpe& from all. the other -cafts, but. not 


equal to that conferred upon the actual prietts. 


Tuose in the immediate fervice of the altar, con- 


fine themfelves to the performance of religious. cere- 


monies, to fludy, and to the education of youth. 


From the great partiality to their caft, which evidently 
pervades thefe laws, it is probable that they were 
drawn up by themfelves. They claim a fuperior 
tank to princes ; for though a Rajah. will receive 


and tafte, with refpeét, food that has been prepared 


by a Brahmin, the latter dare not tafte any thing 
‘that has been touched by the former. 


Tue fame iniquitous diftinGion of perfons, ‘that 


pervaded the Gothic fyftem of laws, is obfervable 


‘in the Hindoo code > If a Brahmin,” fays the © 


_ Taw, “commit a ‘crime deferving a capital punifh- 


Ment, the magiftrate fhall fentence him to perpe- 
tual imprifonment. There is no crime fo great 
as that of murdering a Brahmin; and therefore 
ho magiftrate fhall ever devife the death of one; 


Nor cut off any of his limbs. If a Sordera give 
much and frequent trouble to a Brahmin, the ma- — 


eo Spr tic 


Bitrate thall put him to death? In matters of 


precedence, and giving place on the. road, all are 


 Obliged to yield to a Brahmin. 


= THe next order to this is the Khafhtria, of 


Katry, and upon this caft the fun@ions of royalty 
are devolved. The authority and the polities p 
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of Rajahs are, as with princes in Europe, heredi- 
tary; defcending in the line of legitimate male- 
" primogeniture: but this extends only to the firft 
degree; for in default of a fon, the prince may 
fet afide every other relation, and adopt a fuccef- 
for; who, from the period of i en ‘obtains 
the. rights and appellation of his fon *. “The 
younger branches of a Rajah’s family ferve i in the 
army, and hold lands by a feudal tenure. 
2 e2Ong Gt oe 

ALL commercial tranfaGions aré committed to 
the Bhyfe, or Bannian caft, who fometinies pot. 
fefs individually immenfe wealth. ‘The “Sordera 
tribe, which is, by far, .more numerous than all 
the reft, comprifes the artifans, and labourers of 
every defcription. The great defideratum in Eu- 
ropean fociety feems. to. be. @ proper means of 
fecuring happinefs and” contentment ‘with their lot 
to the labouring poor.” This chef 2 euvre of 
“government feems to be fecured here by the in- 
fluence of religion. By this the Sordera is taught 
to believe that he is placed in this his ftation 
by way of trial; or on account of offences com- 

mitted in a previous ftate ; that by refignation and 
~ and piety he will enjoy greater happinefs in a fub- 
dequent life, and in another world. 


Hence 


* An inftance of is has juft happened t to the Nabob Vi- 
-zier of Oude. 
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Hence the attachment of a Hindoo to his rank 
and ftation is equal to that he has for religion itfelf, 
- This is frequently difplayed by the meaneft clafles — 
that engage in the European fervice: a feapoy, ora 
bearer is as obftinately obfervant of the cuftoms of 
his order as a Brahmin ; while in Europe the fame 
clafs imitate their Conary 


EccLE- 





ECCLESIASTICAL ESTABLISHMENT. i 


Calcutta, Dec. 1798. 


Tue perfecuting {pirit, and religious bigotry, which 
charatterifed the firft European adventurers in A- 
merica, have tarnifhed the luftre of all their atchieve- 
ments, and branded. their conduét with a degree of 
infamy, which their acknowledged bravery and mi- 
litary talents have never been able to obliterate. Hap- 
pily for the inhabitants of Afia, that fervor of zeal, 
which devoured every thing that oppofed it, like a 
confuming fire, had either fubfided, or been temper- 
ed by knowledge, before any nation of Europe had 
obtained confiderable territorial poffeflions in this 
populous country. Had the fuperftitious Hindoos 
fallen under the military teaching of any European 
nation at that intolerant period, it is hard to con- 
jeCture to what length perfecution might have been 
carried. The attachment of the natives to,their fu- 
per: 
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perftitious rites, is exceflive; and can only be fur- 
pafled by the obftinate bigotry with which every Eu- 
ropean of that age enforced the tenets of his faith 
upon the ill-fated unbeliever. 


- Equat havock and deftruétion would in all pro- 
bability have marked the progrefs of the Portugueze - 
arms, as that of the Spaniards in the new world ; 
for the former, as well as the latter people, were ac- 
tuated by a zeal incompatible with all the forbear- 
ance of oppofite opinions. The lapfe of two cen- 
turies has brought about a change in the fentiments. 
of Europeans, fo complete, as to approach the oppo- 
fite extreme of indifference: a ftate which is, per- 
haps, neither more rational; nor lefs dangerous to 


public virtue, than religious bigotry. 


An exceflive ardour in the accumulation of wealth — 
has fucceeded to this religious fervor, and has fre- 
quently difplayed itfelf equally powerful in deftroy-- 
ing fentiments of virtue and humanity, as the moft 
intemperate zeal in diffeminating fanatical opinions. 
The mercantile jealoufy of the Dutch at Amboyna, 
fhone forth in’ colours as difgraceful to humanity as” 
Spanifh bigotry in Peru. - sa eer 


Wuen young perfons from Europe, of little infor- 
‘mation, and till lefs refle€tion, obferve the humber- 
_lefs puerile, and debafing ceremonies of the Hindoo 

worthip ; reftrained, in this inftance, by no preju-. 
dice of education, they fee the impofitions of prieft- » 
: crait, 
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eraft, and the-devout fubmiffion of ignorance, in the 
full extent of their enormity ;. and pity. or defpife 
that credulity, which canbe impofed upon, by arti- 
fices fo grofs, or which can embrace opinions fo ab- 
furd. As religious eftablithments muft. in every 
country, as far as they have been conttituted « and 
upheld by man, be tarnifhed with fimilar imperfec- 
tions, they begin to fancy they difcover much im- 
pofture in all ; and to imagine that all ftand on one 
bafis,: upon which the crafty have raifed a fuper- 
ftru€ture to overawe the timid, or infnare the weak. 
‘Full of fuch notions, which they find countenanced 
in fociety under the appellation of liberality of . fenti- 
ment, they fancy that to be lax in principle is to be- 
come liberal in mind ; -and-that to ridicule Teligion 
is a fufficient title to Lee them be ranked with the 
wife. One 
But when the reftraints of religion are over- 
thrown, the ties of virtue and duty are alfo foon 
broken. In remote diftricts, where perfons of this 
defcription have fometimes been invelted with com- 
mand, there is no doubt that the loofenefs of their 
conduct has too nearly correfponded with thefe 
principles. In fuch inftances, the poor natives have 
found that their property, however fmall, has been 
‘WHable to overbalance European virtue; and that 
their fufferings however afflictive to themfelves, have 
not been able to awaken in the minds of their op- 
preffors an apprehenfion of future retribution. 


: Z aes * « Hlap- 


a 
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Haprizy for the honour of the Britith name, eg: - 
amples of cruelty and rapine exercifed againft the — 
defencelefs natives, are far more rare than the un- 
founded clamours of the multitude at home have — 
given out. Happily too, for the natives themfelves, 
they are becoming daily more uncommon ; and if 
the controul and energy of our government, fhall be- 
come equal to its integrity, they will never be re- 
peated. 

Tuat the Court of Direétors of the India Com- 
“pany were not aware of the neceflity of fupporting 
the interefts of religion and virtue among their fer- 
vants, ina country whofe diftance deprives them, ina _ 
great meafure, of controul over them, it would be - 
rafh to afirm. It is, however, certain that neither 7 
the number nor choice of the clergymen they have - 
appointed in Bengal, has been in proportion to the © 
number of their fervants, nor the importance of the 
objeét in view; whether you regard keeping up ! the | 
appearance of ee: among Europeans, or * differni- j 
nating its: principles among the natives. 





On this eftablifhment their full complement | of 
chaplains is only nine * ; their atual number feldom 


ee 







* There are a few others at Madras and Bombay ; but ak 
together there is too {mall a number to keep up the reftrain 


of decency and teligion-in a fociety conflituted like that 
the = in India. 
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exceeds five or fix. Two of thefe being always fix- 
ed at, the Prefidency, all the other European flations, 
difperfed over a tract of country. much. more exten- 


five than Great Britain, are committed to the charge Le 


of the other. three, or. four. individuals... In. confe- 
quence ¢ of this, the prefence of. a clergyman. is feldom 
feen, or even expetted, to, folemnize. the pfual ‘cere- 
monies of marriages, baptifins, or funerals. Prayers 

ats. read fometimes at the ftations where. a chaplain 
hi happens, to refide; but I have feldom ‘heard. of-any' 
ferm livered, except by his Majelty’ s chaplains, 
a chgfer at Calcutta. Hence, it muft happen, that 
many perfons have left England at an early age, and 
refided in. India perhaps for twenty or thirty years, 
without once fies eet diyine ferise, ull their 
FES Bo =. nissan bk. 





Ir is not, ithe to af; ‘wondered at, that religion 
and moral duties fhould be forgotten i in a country 
where. their utility is never Anculcated, nor the 3 ne- 
ceflity even of their appearance ¢ enforced. With ir- 

: religious principles, irregular conduét i is intimately 
connected. Gaming, debauchery, and all kinds of 
extravagance in living, are generally in its. train. 
The: man whole fortune has been ruined ae diffipa- 


y 


4 


“* Since writing the above, this negligence has been cor- 
reéted 5 yet many from indolence,; or contempt of the infita- 
tion of their country, | have wilfully neglected the opportunity, 
when offered, of attending on the offices of reli igion. 


iiss S2 


Deak 
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tion, or ata gaming table, is certainly not the moft 
Tikely to withftand temptation in the execution of his 
duty. On the contrary, thofe whofe profligate ha- _ 
bits have reduced them to diftrefs, have in general 
been the only perfons who have attempted to retrieve — 
their affairs at the expence either of the Company, — 
or of the native inhabitants. 


In the end, eharefire, the economy of the Court 
of Direétors in conftituting their religious’ eftablith- 
ment, may appear to be founded on falfe principles. — 
. The whole charge incurred for religious duties, both 
to the European inhabitants and natives of Bengal, 
does not amount to a fum nearly equal to the month- 
Ay falary paid to fome ‘individuals in their fervice ; oe 
whofe only employment ‘is diffipation, and whole — 
' importance to the country can only be eftimated by 
the mifchief done by their example, 


Tue {mall emolument held out to the clerical prov : 
feffion here, affords, perhaps, another inftance- in j 
which prudential confiderations defeat théir own pur- 
pofe. Men of decent conduét, and refpeétability of — 
character, cannot be fuppofed willing, for a trivial — 
falary, to embark for a part of the world fo diftant a8 
India, where they mutt bid adieu to all preferment a 
at home: while the fervice in which they embark — 


. Offers only prefent fubfiftence, but holds out 20” 


‘ gradation of rank or emolument. For an appoint- — 
~ ment in India fuch men rarely apply: and as often 
as characters of a contrary defcription are fent here, 







, 
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“they invariably do more harm than good. Men who 
engage in all the fafhionable diffipations of the coun- 
try, are ill calculated to fupport the dignity of reli- 
gion among their countrymen, and little likely to 
withdraw the natives from their errors. The ftandard 
of truth will, if éommitted to fuch hands, be but 
feebly upheld, or perhaps altogether difgraced ; and, 
in either cafe, it will an be accompanied by few 
followers. 


‘ 


5 £ wis re Arts . ; he ae PRAC- 


r “PRacticar INCONVENIENCES Of THE HINDU $4 = 
RES ‘SUPERSTITION. a 


cp eee e wearer e 


Calcutta, Dec. 1798. 


THat the fuperttition of the Hindoos is, in many 
refpects, calculated to promote the ends of fociety, 
will not be denied. The rigid teniperance, if not 
abftinence, which all-its’votaries are bound to ob-~ 
ferve, certainly preferves them from many irregu- 
: larities, which too frequently difturb focia! happinefs 
in Europe; where drunkennefs and intemperance are _ 
believed to deftroy a greater number of inhabitants 
than the fword. If the health and conflitution of © 
many Europeans are injured by thefe vices, we may 
fairly pronounce that induftry and wealth are im- 
paired in a ftill higher degree. From the vices of — 
intemperance, however, neither the ‘Hindoos nor — 
Moffulmans are entirely exempted, The former by — 
means of Bang, opium, or tobacco, can, and fome- — 
times do encounter all the dangers of intoxication, — 
which | 
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which ‘we expetieni¢e from the afoot (Gat vented li 
quors. “With fegard’ to thé latter, the ‘prohibitions | 
of thei prophet make coniparatively Aight: ‘impref. 
fioh. The diftin@ion of cafts takes no part of the 
“Mahommedan inititutions: “and hence’ they aré ‘net 
compelled to obfervé thefe with that igi aie 
which the dreadful ference’ of excommunication 
fails‘ not to énforcé apon the followers of Brahma: 
Intoxication, “either wich fpitits, “opitint, | ‘or, tobacco; 
is” “by 1 no eae ‘uncdmmon among the ‘Masialniais 
all over. Hindoflan. Among dat demeltic fetvants, 
and in the Company’s native regiments, the diffe: 
rence is great and palpable between the Hindoo and 
Moorman, in point of fobriety. Proud, diffolute, 
and vindictive, the latter: is-a much lefs manageable 
fervant than the former, and upon alt tins. more 





_ > apt to betray ‘his: trot. His" diffolute habits detain 


for the éris. 


him in poverty, and” confequently ‘oblige hiny to re- 
main in the army, while ae Hindvo becomes inde. 
pendent, and may leave i — Se Sas 





a ae Ste 3 Se 


Rie 

: Tite. Aen ctbac abtehictis etki 6 the Bindoo, 
are attended ‘with advantages, perhaps, lefs doubtful 
than thofe derived from their abftinence. Alinoft 
every individual bathes once, or twice a dav, ahd “in ~ 
a warm climate this muft not only brace the limbs, 
but preferve means by phan cleaulinet. 


‘In eftimating the advantages refdhing to fociety 
from the prevailing fuperflition of this country, the 
two foregoing —— include almoft all that can 
Be: 
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-be advanced in its favour. To counterbalance thefe; 
upon the other hand, we have to notice afterwards 
many great obftacles which it oppofes to the im- 
provements of hufbandry, and the increafe of popu- — 
lation, by precluding the inhabitants from the ufe of 
many: important articles of food. The number of 
_ feftivals and holidays, to be totally confecrated to the 
performance of its numerous and expentive rites, 
certainly tends to diffipate the minds ofthe indolent 
people, and to withdraw them from thofe labours 
from which.they derive their fupport. ‘Thefe fhews. 
not only occupy the tradefman’s time, which is his 
revenue, but they muft wafte the fuftenance which 
hé has provided for his family ; ; by the neceffity he - 
lies under of contributing to their expence, 


- Tw the Hindoo almanack,. the number of holidays — 
for the year «797, are no lefg than ninety-one ; and 
though fome of thefe are not of great note, yet others 
claim their fole attention, for three or four days to- 
gether. ‘This muft certainly prove a heavy tax on 
the indaftry of any people, but more efpeciably of - 
the improvident Hindoos, who feldom can boaft of | 
fufficient forefight to provide againft a few days €l- 

- ther of ficknefs or want. 


~ 


Aut that has been faid againft the want of indu- 
ftry in Roman Catholic countries may, with double 
force, be urged againft the Hindoos. . The moft in- 
dolent nation in Europe far excels in every exertion, : 

: whee 


se 


aoe 
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whether mental or corporeal, this liftlefs and unam- 
bitious race. ; 


Tuis daft ¢rait of their character leads to another 
powerful obftacle to focial and ‘political improve- 
ment, arifing from the fuperftition of the natives; 
the divifion of the whole fociety into four great di- 
ftiné& cafts or tribes, and a much greater number of 
inferior claffifications, the boundaries of which are 
infurmountable, even by the pureft virtue, or the 
moft confpicuous merit. This not only precludes a 
man from the profeffion to which nature or inclina- 
tion may have bent his talents, but it alfo in a great 
meafure robs him of every motive of honeft ambition 
to excel in that fphere wkere-his birth has fixed him ; 
becaufe even then, eminénce in his profeffion ‘can 
confer no grea: Jans, end. but little oo esa 

THE principle of emulation is the grand sti of 
all induftry, and confequently.of improvement: in 
Europe, where its operation is lefs reftrained, it mo- 
dels and arranges the whole ftruéture of fociety. 
There the manners of one age differ as remarkably: 
from a fucceeding one, as if the people were not the 
fame one period is warlike ; another commercial ; 
and a third, is fplendid and luxurious, or perhaps 
learned: in Afia, as the condition of individuals re- 
mains unalterable, fo does the ftate of fociety. The 
defcriptions given of India in the days of Alexander, 
may be applied to with equal fidelity by the Britith 
hiftorian, as they were by the Grecian. The fimple 

ce é eke: 
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drefs.of the Hindoo, his rude. hut, and his fecbie 
inftruments of agriculture, are the fame at prefentas 
they were two thoufand years ago; and if the fame 
cafes continue to operate; they moft remain for 
many, ages asithout amendment, and without change- 


Some. aunts haye afcribed the perfeétion to. | 
which. the. arts haye been carried i in ] Bengal to this — 
feparation of profeffions ; and the negeflity which ‘ 
eyery family lies under of following the trade of its — 
progenitors. Ati is here that this diftribution of pro: 
feflions early carried. the arts to a.certain progrels. 


5 eee bs 


= ‘confiderably beyond what they are found among fa: 


yage nations, and. is the, great caufe of their remain: : 
ing, in that half perfected flate...No artin Hindoftan 
is carried. to the fame. degree 4 perfection as in Eu- 
rope, except fome ‘articles i in.which the cheapnefs of a 
labour gives them an adv antage, as in the cafe of — 
the fine muflins at. Dacca. Far: ‘a long time we ; zy 
_. only had it in our power to. take ; a dire&t -comparifon 
etween Furonsant. and. Afiatics in the art of wart - 








assay 


: have shen Scie i in nenterprl of this, nature, +3 


“ i is . but a ms year face she cotton manufaclory : 
has been eftablithed in Britain, and by. the laft re- 
ports I have perufed on. this fubject, froma commit: 4 
tee of the Houfe of Commons, it is fet forth, that 2 
double. the quantity of cotton cloth, which the — 
Company imports from India, is. manufactured. at “3 
HOME Ina few years none, At is. probable tube 
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the manufaGtured produce of India will bear hardly 
any proportion to that of Great Britain, and that 
too in the very article of which the Hindoos have 
had the exclufive poffeflion for fo many ages, and 
that in the fame fabric which they were deemed the 
only people of fufficient ingenuity to execute... 


Tu manufactures of Europe, to every man whe 
is unprejudiced, will certainly. appear infinitely fu- 
perior, both in the number and variety of articles, 
and i in the neatnefs and elegance of their execution, 
to thofe even of China. ‘This, at leaft, is certain, 
that in proportion to the number of inhabitants, 
Britain exports more of its manufactured produce 
than ay. other Part of the, world. 


Te may = concluded Hherciore that the divifion 
of labour, arifing from the feparate cafts, does not 
perfect manufaétures, but impedes their progrefs, by 
precluding the choice of profeffions, afd deftroying 
the principle of emulation, But the Hindoo fuper- 
ftition is further hoftile to the comfort of fociety _ 
from the number of pilgrimages and rigid penances : 
which, if it does not pofitively enjoin, it certainly 
commends, At certain feflivals, vaft crowds of the 
" Ratives, from all places of India; refort to Jauger- 
haut, and other Pagodas of extraordinary fanctity. 
The diftance of thefe journeys, the expence of fup- 
port, and the time confumed by them, mutt prove 
extremely burdenfome. After their arrival, the at- 
tendance of fuch multitudes, and their ftruggles to - 
Oo ~ ob. 
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obtain admitfion, -coft many of the aged and feeble 
their lives, by being trode to death in the crowd: 
ithe fame of fuperior fan&tity is all that thefe deluded 
pilgrims carry home. The interefted Brahmins, un- 
‘der one pious pretence or another, are fure to de-_ 
prive them of all the money in their poffeffion. 


Many thoufands of people are employed in car- ” 
rying water from Hurdwar to Juggernaut, for the 
ufes of that temple. It is there fuppofed to he pe- 
culiarly holy, as it iffues from what is called the © 
Cow’s Mouth. ‘This fuperflitious notion is the caufe 
ef as much [oft labour as would long fince have 
converted the largelt province of Afia into a garden. 
The numbers thus cmployed-are immenfe ; they tra- — 
vel with two flaiks of the water flung over the ~ 
fhoulder by means of-an’elaftic piece of Bamboo. 


The fame quantity which employs perhaps fifteen % 
thoufand perfons, might eafily be carried down the 


Ganges in a few boats annually. Princes and fa- 
tmilies of diflinétion have this water carried to them > 
- in all parts of Hindoftan; it is drank at — * 
well as upon religious occafions. 


Tue fanaticifm of fome, as if fuch journies were 
not fufficiently tedious and fatiguing, when perform- 
ed in the ufual manner, has devifed an extraordi- 
nary method of enhancing their merit, by encreafing 
the difficulty of performing them. Some hundred — 
miles have been lately travelled by a zealous devo= 
tee, who proftrated himfelt, and mealured® every 

inch | 
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inch of the ground with his body, as he advanced. 
Years: muft have been confumed, by this deluded 
wretch, in profecuting this devout imagination, 
which can only tend to make his life ufelefs, and his 
example dangerous to forcing: 


Tue utmoft rigour of difeipline, that ecclefiaftic 
power yentured to impofe i in the darkeft ages of pa- 
pal tyranny in Europe, fall far fhort of the degrading 
and. painful mortifications of the Afiatic devotee. 
‘Some remain for fo many years in one pofture, that 
they become incapable of ufing. their limbs: fome 
keep their fifts hut till the nails penetrate through 
the back of the: hands; ,others hold. their arms fuf- 
pended above the head-itil-they become fhrivelled 
and incapable « of motion.“ One of the annual cere- 
monies of the Hindoo fuperftition, exhibits thoufands 





all over India fwung in ‘a rope, by means of a hook | 


pafled through the mufeles of the back. ‘Thus the | 


devotee exulting amidft torture, becaufe applauded 
‘by the multitude, paffes hours fufpended by a lofiy 
pole to the height of forty feet ; and is fwung rotind 
with a rapidity which terrifies’ and aftonifhes the 


European by a jult apprehenfion that the mufcles ~ 


may give way, and dafh the infatuated viétim to 
pieces. 


> Ture is no end to the delufions of faperftition, 
<Nor any bounds to the cruelties to which it can in- 
ftigate people the moft gentle and timid, with which 
ee en Some: are: per- 
fuaded 


oe 
= i) 
at 
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fuaded to regain their loft rank in fociety, by preci. 
pitating themfelves naked from a great height upon ° 
{pikes and edged weapons. Others pierce their fkin 
with a hot iron ; in fhort, cruelties too horrid for ré- 
cital, and too extravagant to obtain belief, are daily 
provoking your pity or indignation, amidft a people e 
famed for humanity in every part of the world. 


Onz part of the religious economy of this people, - 
regarding their conduét towards the fick and dying, — 
cannot be beheld without the moft melancholy imi- 
preflions. When a fick perfon’s life is defpaired of, 
he is carried by his relations to the bank of the river, - 
and there, expofed to the ftorm, or the intenfe heat of ~ 
the fun, he is permitted or-rather forced to refign 
his breath. . His. mouth, “mofe, and ears are clofely 
ftopped with the mudof the river ; large veflels of 
water are kept pouring upon him; and it is amidit © 
the agonies of difeafe, and the convulfive ftruggles of 
fuffocation, that the miferable Hindoo bids adicu to 
his relations, and to his prefent exiftence. ‘This is 
called Gungah jatra; and when life is gone the 


corpfe is burnt, if the family can pay the a, eee H 


and the athes 2 are wiring: into > the river. 


Dvurine the months of Sistabe and October, 
the moft fatal feafon of the year to the natives of 
Bengal, you cannot pafs along the river without be- — 
ing annoyed by fuch fcenes of fuperftition, cruelty, 
and horror. If the perfon carried down to the bank 
die, according to expettation, or rather yield to thofe 


re a 


‘ 
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“precautions taken to fecure his death, the body, to- 


gether with the cot upon which it lies, is furrounded 
with dried wood, and thus confumed by the flames. 
The afhes are then fcattered about the place, and 
bathed with water. This laft ceremony performed, 
the attendants retire to their huts, with an indiffe- 
rence that feems to approaele to infenfibility. 


In cafes of extreme poverty, shave the property of 
the deceafed is not fufficient to procure wood, and fuch 
cafes are common in Bengal, the body is coramntod 
entire to the ftream immediately after death. Incon- 
veniences attend this practice, of a nature {till more fe- 
rious than the impreffions of melancholy and difgutt, 
which unavoidably arife;-om ‘beholding human car- 


cafles devoured by kiféscand vultures, as they float 


along upon the furface of the water. The banks of 
the river become putrid’and’ noxious ; their exhala- 
tions propagate difeafe with an alarming rapidity in 
the acess of populous towns. 


Fou fins years paft, the city of Morefhadabad, 
and the adjoining villages of Calcapore, and Coffim- 
bazar, have been threatened with devaftation, by the 
univerfality of difeafes at the feafon already men- 
tioned. Profeffional men have imputed this in part 
to the impurity of the river, and the putridity of its 
banks, contracted by the depofition of fo many hu- 
man carcafes, and impure matters, as could not be 
carried away and the sees of the ftream, 

THE 


' 


\ ‘THE EFFECTS OF THIS SYSTEM ON THE KNOWLEDGE ~ 
-AND VIRTUE OF THE PEOPLE: 


Calcutta, Fan. 1798. — 


Tux pernicious confequences refulting from the Hin- 
doo fyftem-to morals, have been as yet but partly ex- 
Plained. Of the ceremonies of their religion fome — 
are fhewy, many abfurd, and not a few indecent. 
Their temples, in fome places, are richly endowed, 
and maintain a numerous body of priefts* and wo- 
men confecrated to their fervice. The latter are taught 
to fing and dance at the public feftivals, in honour 
of the gods. The voluptuous indolence in which 
they are deftined to {pend their lives, renders them 
totally ufelefs to fociety; while the indecency of their 
geltures, and levity of manners, give room to fufpe& — 
that they injure it by their me and that their 
- fer- 

6 One temple. in the Deccan formerly dhatatsioed forty 


thoufand ; or more than double the number contained in the 
whole Resceeks empire of Great-Britain. . 
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fervices are oftener devoted to the'priefts, than the 
deities to whom they are confecrated. Their tem- 
ples themfelves contain images of creative power, and 
of fecundity too grofs for defeription, Similar re- 
prefentations are alfo difplayed by their images, that. 
are drawn through the ftreets, amidft the dancing, 
noife and acclamations of the multitude. The Ruth 
Jatra, or riding of the Gods, jis at-once cruel and 
indecent; their carriage, of immenfe height and fize, 
is fupported on fixteea wheels, and drawn along by 
thoufands of fanatics, many of whom fall down be- 
low its wheels, and are inftantly, as they believe, in 
pofleflion of a bleffed immortality. ‘Though it, per- 
haps, would be wrong to-fuppofe, that fuch reprefen- 
tations convey the fame~grals and indelicate concep- 
tions to the minds of thé-natives, that they muft do’ 
to thofe of Europeans,.there can hardly remain a 
doubt that they affeét ‘the purity of their morals. A 
Roman would certainly return to mix in fociety, 
with no advantage to his morals, after celebrating 
the orgies of Bacchus, or the impure ceremonies of © 
the Bona Dea: neither can an Hindoo enter his fa- 
mily with any refined notions of continence and felf: 
denial, after beholding the lafcivious geftures of the 
women, and the indecent attitudes of the imiages he 
has been worfhipping. To affirm this would be to 
affert, that our minds are neither-2ffeted with what 
we fee, nor what we do. The Muffulmen are ad- 
dicted to every fpecies of indulgence-and debauchery, 
in a remarkable degree; and if the Hindoos are not 
equally fo, it is chiefly to be afcribed to their early 
f : Sus 


+ 
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marriages, and nuniber of theit wives, which offers 
them an opportunity of gratifying or extinguifhing 
their paflions as foon as they arife. To their excel-. 
five indulgence in certain gratifications, may proba- 
bly be imputed that early decay, and premature old» 
age fo remarkable in béth fexes; but more efpecially_ 
in the females: A woman at: twenty- -five, in this 
country, commonly difplays grey hairs, with all that ~ 
fhrivelled appearance of age and decay; which in 

~ Europe feldom overtakes the fex, before they have 
witneffed ihe lapfe of half a ener: 


saw iindos: ipcclissicas sakes, no snbn iGots for | 


- ths inftruction of the. great body of the people. phe 


vedahs, pouranahs, and-dther facred books contain, 
‘it is faid, a copious fyltenmof t the moft unexceptionable _ 
“morality : and from.the:fpecimens already tranflated, — 
this muft in part be admitted. But the canonical — 
books of the Hindoos, have always been regarded — 
- asa bequeft too facred to be committed to vulgat 
hands. To the far greater part of fociety they are 
ftri@tly forbidden, and are doomed to remain, in the 
moft emphatic fenfe, a dead letter. : 


Re : ; A te 
In the prefent condition of the natives of Hindof- 
tan, this is a matter of {mall importance; becaule 4 
few individuals only of the common people, are. 
taught more than to read and write; and of the 
-fumber that have made thefe. attainments, hardly 
any have made {ufficient progrefs to qualify them. to 
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the ignorance of the great body of the people, on 
every fubje& relating to religion, morals or literature. 

Few of them can explain the genealogy, or attributes 
afcribed to their deities : they do not underftand the 
meaning of the ceremonies they attend ; and the na- 
ture and obligations of their duty, teas may ob- 
{curely feel, but are wholly table to defcribe *. 


Tue inconvenience ok ignorance, Lo grof and uni- 
verfal, is too obvious to require elucidation. It ren- 
ders the miafs of the people not only dupes to the ar- 
tifices of prieftcraft, but fubje€ts them to the impo- 
fitions of every charlatan who pretends to {kill in any 
art or fcience whatever, ..The charms, incantations, 
and exorcifms+ that hereimake a part of the medical 
art clearly thew, that the groffeft impofitions, in other 
matters as well as religion, may. be turned to account, 
among an uninformed multitude. 


THe “nk Sepeciociey of the European nations 
over the Afiatics in arts, arms, and induftry, as well 


as knowledge, arifes in a more confiderable degree, 
than what is commonly acknowledged, from the 
public provifion that is made by the former, for the 
inftru€tion of the great body of the people. The 
multitude who have few fources of information, de- 
rive no fmall advantage from their ftated meetings, 


P for 
* The number of deities is thirty-three crore; this may 
account for their being but partly known. > 


+ A celebrated Tank near Benares is reforted to by omy, 
from a belief that it cures all fuch as are poffeffed with devils. 
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for reli¢ious purpofes, where their various duties are 
explained, and enforced.» “A fenfe' of his duty and in- 
tereft, a confcioufnefs of his importance, is claimed 
by every Briton as a fort of prerogative which he — 
watches with equal jealoufy and pride: the Hindeo 
has hardly any fuch conceptions; or they give him — 
but fmall concern.” Hence a’ confcioufnefs of infe- 
riority continually haunts him; he obeys with a 
© promptitude, that feems rather the diate of nature, 
than the refult of reflection. In moft of the manu- 
fa€tures conduéted by a European, this difpofition of 
the natives is illuftrated every day: while performing 

‘the work which they and their anceftors have con- — 
duéted for ages, they receive the direGtions of the 
European fuperintendant,- 2s if dictated by infpira- _ 
tion 5 although he may, “perhaps, have only:the ex- — 
perianie oF a few ‘monthsvThe’ diffidence ‘of the 
ieapoy is equally remarkable; and it is, perhaps, the 
greateft blemith in his profeffional character. On the 
day: o: battle, ‘when led on by his European officer, — 
he is diftinguifhed by fteadinefs.and bravery, but “he 
flies if he-behold him fall ; though there be sgt 
— the retreat” than i ed se carensgi oi ie 8 

"Thus dese the ignorance of she’ gnls soapi a the 
natives of India fhaded their character with a diffi- 

" dence and timidity, which has not only rendered 
them the flaves of their own monarchs or foreigners | 
in every age, but. has degraded them in fome mea- 
fure to an inferior rank among human beings. From _ 
this: acomeaeeees he has. abe oben sais forth the con- | 


dt beBote z see < teal tale 
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tempt of the brave, and the compaflion of the wile, 
you in vain endeavour to_raife them, while their in- 
tellects are chained down by the nee fetters of 
their degrading fuperftition. ane Jig seater ceed 
Tue higher orders of the Drahisiies, phe son it 
is to undertake this work, and who are perhaps alone 
able to effect it, are the leaft likely to, make any fuch 
attempt. While their own minds are comparatively 
enlightened by a pure fyftem of natural religion, and 


all. thofe precepts of duty which cultivated’ reafon. 


teaches; they §‘ detain the truth in unrighteoufnefs” 
and commit the people to be guided by groffer fyf- 
tems of fuperftition and error. _ As if warned by the 
_ condué of European nations, that the diffemination 
- of truth would tend.to:diminith their own impor- 
tance and wealth, they feem.to labour for the pre- 
fervation of fuperftition and ignorance with the fame 
‘anxiety, which, if more honeft men, they would difco- 
ver for its deftruétion, With an intefelted forefight 


they feem to have anticipated the alternative: and 
have determined to'reign among uninformed depen- _ 


dents, rather than tlosiats¢ on more equal terms with 
refpeCtable men. 


Hence the fteady countenance they give in public 


to doétrines which they furely difbelieve ; and hence ° 


the gravity with which they prefide at ceremonies 
which they inwardly defpife. All that has been al- 
~ Jedged by Mr Gibbon againft the fincerity of Cecfar 
or Cicero, when, as Priel, they officiated at the ab- 


- Saeed  furd 
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furd formalities of their fuperftition before the Roman’ 
yultitude, is lefs than the truth if applied to the Brah- _ 
mins. To them, the wild fi€tions of their theological 
fyftem appear all equally falfe; while onthe part of 
the people they are all embraced with the moft im- 
plicit belief ¢ 


Tere is not in India as in Europe any clafs of 
meni capable of detecting the encroachments of prieft- 
craft, or of fifting the bafer materials by which fome- 
times it contaminates truth. Here all have at leaft 
the grace of faith: none pretend to difpute doftrines 
incomprehenfible. from ftudied obfcurity, or unat- 
certainable from their ambiguity and folly. In this 
country, therefore, theré.may be a difference in ce- 
remonies, and praétical obfervances ; but there are 
~ no fectaries from contrariety. of opinion +, 


Tuose polemical difputes in religion and politics, 
which in Europe fometimes difturb fociety; but which — 
always awaken curiofity, and invigorate the powers — 
of intelleé&t, are unheard of in India: the Hindoo 
fhelters himfelf from fuch turmoils in a total apathy, — 
or liftlefsnefs of thought, more refembling the {till 

nefs 


* From early prejudice, authority and example, it is pofli- 
ble, that even the learned Brahmins may believe in their fyf- 
tem, farther than toa European may feem compatible with its 
abfurdity. . Srgeeest site 


+ The inhabitants are divided into two great feds with dife 
ferent external marks, but their opinions are fo vague, that — 
thofe of one perfon never clath with the tenets of another. 


arate os 
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nefs of the grave or annihilation itfelf, than the com- 
mon efforts of a rational being. 


Ir I have in any degree been fuccefsful in this 
fketch, I have endeavoured to lay before you, of the 
effeéts of fuperftition upon the morals and cc ndition 
of this people, you will be able to form an opinion of 
the fmall quantity of intelle&tual furniture with which 
their minds are ftored: fhould you at the fame time 
recal to your memory the fimplicity of their drefs, or 
rather the nakednefs of their bodies, you will, no 
doubt, perceive abundant room for improvement in 
the moral and religious ftate of many millions of our 
fellow fubjeéts in Indiay-as well as for advancing 
their external circumftancess, The learned Dr Ro- 
bertfon has travelled partly; over the fame ground, 

but with a different view, and-he may have impreffed 
"you with different fentiments. The defeription he 
has given of the early progrefs made by the Hindoos . 
is extremely accurate, and guarded in its affertions. 
If applied to the higher orders of the Brahmins or 
the princes of Hindoftan it is ftri@ly juft; but no- 
thing can be more erroneous than its application to 
the bulk of the people, whom the foregoing itrictures” 
’ are meant to defcribe. 


Tue {ciences of India, and all the more liberal arts, 
are at prefent, and always have been, confined to the 
great and learned alone. ‘The moral and theological 
knowledge poflefied by a few in the higher ranks, for 
many ages, is as —— bey ond the reach of the 

_ common 


“ 


* 
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common people as if it did not exift : of confequence 
it muft prove of little fervice in promoting their in- 
terefts. The fame thing may be affirmed of every 
branch of knowledge: the portion poflefled by. nine- 


tively nothing. To the power of habit and the influ- 
ene¢ of cuftom alone they are configned for the di- 


rection of themfelyes: reafon, inert and feeble as in i 


them it muft prove, has little fhare in what we juftly 
regard as its peculiar province. _ 


~ teen of twenty of the whole community, is compara: 


; 


In fuch-circumftances, certainly no people can be ; 


more entitled to indulgence towards their weakneffes. 


and errors ; and there is certainly none who have 
_ flronger claims upon our. fympathy and tendernefs. 


Britons now occupy, the places, of their native princes, 


and the bleflings of protection, inftruation, and en- « 
couragement in virtue, which there are too frequently . 
withheld, providence has impofed upon us as a fax 


cred duty to beftow. 





Bese 
“THE HINDOO SYSTEM AS IT AFFECTS SOCIAL INTER-. 
COURSE, 





Calcutta, Dee. 1798. 


“THe feparation of mankind -into claffes fo widely dif- 

tinguifhed as.to admit of hardl - any intercourfe, or 
conimunication,» tends ly to) 
eft, by exciting unfocial and difcordant. paflions : : 
-envy of their fuperiors, among the poor; contempt 
and averfion, to the lower orders, among: the wealthy 
and great. «A Hindoo, of the higher orders, cannot 
contract an alliance by marriage with any inferior 
clafs to his own. The four great divifions of rank . 
known in Europe, are fub-divided into fifty or fixty ~ 
fubordinate diftinctions, which, however impercep- 
tible by us, are adhered to by the natives withiall the 
—- = ee and the anhipelity of any 





Two Samailics to us sprsacenils of igs the fame 
rank, when about to intermarry, often find much dif- 


ut 
Mots 
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ficulty in furmounting their mutual prejudices, everi 
where no law interpofes its prohibition. ‘The punifh. — 
ment of lofing caft which correfponds to excommiu- 
nication with us, is infinitely more dreadful in its 
effects than it wasin the dark ages in Europe. It no 
doubt is a ftrong check upon the conduct : to render | 
it a falutary one it fhould only be made the punifh- 
ment of immorality. This, however, is by no means 
the cafe: fince a Hindoo, of the moft abandoned cha- 
racter, may retain his rank, while an honeft’ man by 
touching impure food, or by fome trivial delinquen- 
' cy, will be degraded, and perhaps forfeit all counte- 
_ nance of fociety. Morality, the offspring of religion, 
_ 1s here feparated fromrit ; and deemed entirely un- 
connected with a fubje& of which it conftitutes fo. 
_ | ellential-a: pare): Tol ee, 
' Tue parties themfelves are betrothed during their 
infancy, and the bufinefs is, without their confent, — 
concluded by the parents with great folemnity. A 
perfon verfant im their family genealogy, is employed 
“by the parents on both fides ; frequent meetings of © 
" the relations are called, when the rank and merits of © 
each family, are fully difcuffed by thefe genealogilts. oo 
After thefe important preliminaries are adjufted, an ~ 
elegant feaft is provided, and the agreement is finally 
‘ratified; though the parties are allowed no intercourfe 
whatever till the age of puberty. >ymptoms of that — 
ftate no fooner are difcovered in the female, than the — 
concluding ceremony and feaft, correfponding to — 
oe anys what — 
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what the Romans termed the deduétio domum is ob- 
ferved, and the marriage is completed. 


THesz ceremonies can only happen, when the par- 
ties are of the fame rank: wheni it is otherwife, an — 
alliance would render a Hindoo, not only deteftable 
to himfelf, but he and all his pofterity would be for 
ever debarred from all fociety. To fit down ata 
meal, with an inferior caft, would be attended with 
the fame ferious confequences : fo inveterate and in- 
furmountable is this prejudice, that a naked Hindoo 
of. any rank would deem himfelf execrably polluted 
were the’ firft monarch * in Europe to approach 
him, at the time of hiseating. - While dinner is pre- 
paring, and during eating;;a {mall circle is drawn 
round the company, “which an European, if he pafs, 
infallibly defiles the'meal:it»is thrown to the dogs, 
and other victuals provided, though a ir ana be 
all the treafure of the family. 


Poa fo far as this fuperftition tends to aoa man- 
kind, by creating artificial fources of mutual averfion 
and difguft ; fo far certainly does it counteract the 
real interefts of fociety, A true or an ufeful fyftem 
would inculcate humanity and mutual love. So far 
from inculeating that, there i is a wide and impaffable 

Q diftance 


ge A fice all kings are held as purified from their tranf- 
greffions on mounting the Muthud Laws of Menu. Itis like- 
wife a maxim not honoured with reference to Hindoo. deriva; ; 
tion, that the king can do nothing ee © 
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diftance between individuals of the fame fpecies: it © 
would teach that they are equal, at leaft in the fight 

of the great parent of mankind, and that they ought — 
to cherifh fentiments fuitable to their fituation as 
members of one univerfal family. The Chriftian — 
fyftem offers a remarkable and pointed contraft to — 
the doétrine of the Brahmins, in this particular; 

and its effects at firft, in fome degree, correfpond: — 
for we are told:that. “the multitude of them that — 
believed”’ were not divided into different clafles, that — 
difdained all intercourfe and abhorred each. other, — 
but.‘ were of one heart, of one mind, and of one — 
foul.” Let: it not be urged that the practical effets — 
of this artificial feparation of the Afiatics, are not 

greatly felt in fociety, or that a Brahmin or Rajah — 
will as readily fupply the-wants of the poorer clafles 
as he would thofe ofshis-owns-: The fae is otherwife; 
the Brahmin confiders his order, as, in fome mea- _ 
fure, a different race of beings; and imagines: that — 
the lower ranks are incapable of the fame fenfibility 
to fuffering: he regards them as.a race whofe feel- 
ings are deadened by the meannefs of their intelle@y 


and therefore. not entitled to the fame fhare of com- 
ce, 


AE AY 


Tar this is the idea of the princes and.civil ma- — 
giftrates throughout India, their own conduct fuflici- e 
ently evinces: hence the feverity of their govern-— 
ment, the rigor of their punifhments, and their uni- 
verfal indifference to the comfort, and even the liv 
_ of their fubjects. : 








“na 
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_ Tae averfions created among the Hindoos by 
_ their fuperftition, are not confined merely to fuch as 
’ belong to the different cafts. It pervades the whole ~ 
ccompals of fociety; and is equally. obfervable in all 
the different fub-divifions of the fame general clafs. 
The perfons employed by. Europeans as bearers, have 
equal antipathy to the other fets in the fame profe!- 
fion as if they held their ftations in the oppofite ex- 
tremes of fociety. The Ooria Balafore bearers will 
not ferve in the company of fuch as come from Patna. 

The cafe is the fame with other diftricts ; as often as 
their inhabitants meet each other, upon the fame fer- 
vice, and apparently on the fame footing, they do 
not eat, fleep, or. aflociate together. . The confe- 
quepsst of this are obvioutly inconvenient, both to 





Such diftinions. ead: riot a to a fhynefs, and 
averfion in the intercourfe of fociety; but they are 
apparently the caufe of many quarrels and animofi- 
ties. ‘The timidity and gentlenefs of the Hindoo 
‘may, in general, prevent his fighting, boxing, or 
fhedding of blood ; but it by no means reftrains him 
from fcolding and upbraiding his neighbours. In 
this refpe@t they are the moft litigious and quarrel- 
fome of all men. Have two perfons a mifunder. | 
ftanding, let them meet in the ftreet, and they will | 

upbraid each other for an-hour together with.every 
foul epithet of abufe which their imagination can fug- | 
geft, or their language fupply.. “A few natives en- — 
gaged i in one of thefe bickerings difplay a furious gef- 
egher e 
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ticulation ; a volubility of words; and coarfenefs of i 
expreflion ; which leave the eloquence of Billings- — 
gate far behind. Their quarrels do not amount per- 
haps to a pofitive breach of the peace; being gene+ 


rally unaccompanied with violence ; yet, as they are 





extremely frequent, they are a confiderable annoy- — 


ance to fociety ; for they add to the afperity of hu- 


man life; and ftrengthen the malevolent paffions. - 


AccorDINGLY, it is found that private charity is by — 


no means the bright part of a Hindoo’s charatter’ 


religious perfons, or thofe who affume that charac- . 


ter, certainly are liberally fupplied; but this muft be — 
the offspring of fuperitition{tather than the didtate of © 
humanity. On fome pardeular occafions, fuch as 0- 
pening a new Serai,.moft.extenfive charities are dif 
tributed, to the multitude which is invited there. 
But this is mere oftentation : neither in its principles _ 
nor in its effeéts does it come up to the rational idea 
of charity. The neceffitous poor are more happily — 
directed for relief to the door of an European, than © 


to their brethren in the faith. Pagodas indeed até 


raifed, Choultries built, and on great occafions thou- 


fands are fed by a wealthy native; but all this may 


be done in compliance with the interefted advice of © 
the Brahmins, ‘or to gratify oftentation: and we 


‘ought not to confound what is extorted by the fears 


‘of fuperftition, or what is lavithed by vanity, with : 
the charitable benefactions diated by a found un: 


derftanding and a benevolent heart. + 


* 
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» AnoTaer circumftance, in which the religious fyf- 
tem of this people is prejudicial to induftry and mo- 
ral virtue, and confequently to the happinefs of focie- 
ty, is the multitude of ceremonious rites, and trifling 
obfervances by which it occupies the mind: thus with-_ 
drawing the attention from the neceflity of practifing 
re€titude and preferving integrity of heart. In almoft 
every action of his life, the Hindoo is under the im- 
mediate influence of his fuperftition: his prayers are 
offerings to his gods ; his purifications, and ablutions 
in the river; his drefling and eating his victuals ; the 
‘objects which he touches; the companions with 
whom he affociates, are to him all intimately and e- 
qually connected with fies: and the everlafting 
welfare of his foul. If there is any part of his con- 
du&t with which his religions ideas have no concern, 
it is his moral charaéter..,.In.;*‘ doing juftly,” or 
“* loving mercy,” he is“ apparently left to act as he’ 
pleafes: but if in the moft trivial ation he violate the 
rites of his fuperftition, he is, in this life, deprived of 
all the comforts of fociety, and in the next, con- 
demned to animate the body of fome noifome reptile 
or contemptible animal. 


Tus defe& in the Hindoo fyftem, is common to it 
with every religion devifed by man. An offended 
- confcience, or a terrified imagination, are uneafy 
companions ; and mankind have ever been eager to 
embrace the eafieft and cheapeft means of appeafing 
them. Wheneverit has been given outto theignorant, 
that the arom of heaven may be attained, by genu- _ 
flexions, 


- 


; Sega ‘ ae 
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flexions, prayers, ablutions, or any ceremony, they in. | 
variably have embraced them. To exercife contre 
tion for offences, to break off from iniquity by repent- _ 
ance, to corre€t the whole life and converfation, and — 
{teadily to perfevere in*virtue, is a painful and diffi. — 
~ cult tafk even to the moft perfect: by the far greater — 
part this is abandoned, as an unattainable object. 
Hence a fabric of fuperftitious rites is conftruéted, — 
as compenfation to the deities for the violation of 
their laws. ; 


AccorRDING to the number of thefe rites, and frie 
nefs with which they are obferved, the rules of vires 
and the neceffity of moral rectitude, are regarded as 
‘more or. lefs indifpenfables The antiquity of the 
Hindoo fuperftition “has~conferred upon it a degree 
_ of maturity which"has»never been attained by any 
other falfe fyftem. Its rites and ceremonies are more 
numerous beyond all: comparifon: they enter into 
every department of fociety, and influence the whole 
of its manners. The Hindoo, therefore; may reft 
his prefent comfort and future happinefs upon the ob. 
feryance of its rites, with more plaufibility, if. not 
with more confidence, than the other heathen na- 
tions, who have eftablithed lefs complex fyftems of : 
fuperftition. I will not venture to affert that the - 
lives of the natives are vicious and abandoned in a 
degree proportioned to the melancholy extent of 
their fuperftitious fyftem :. but thofe concerned inthe 
_| police eltablifhment of Bengal well: know the ff 

| quency of fraud, robbery, theft, and litigation. — 


















# 
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In Europe, the peace officers are fufficient in num. 
ber and ftrength to apprehend delinquents ; whereas 
in this country, the whole of the febandy corps, a 
numerous eftablifhment, with the whole train of 

“peons, goraits and corabadars, are inadequate to this 


purpofe. Many regiments of native infantry are fta- 


tioned in diftrids where the reprefling numerous 
bands of marauders, or apprehending panel is the 
whole duty they perme : 


Waar is acksblc here, becaufe intimately 
connected with the prefent obje& of our enquiries is, 
that the devotees or profeffors of religion, are them- 
felves by far the moft numerous, and dangerous rob- 
bers in the upperparts ofIndia. The fakeers, inftead 
of being the inftructors. -of fociety, are its greateft 
pefts and depredators. _ iti is neither knowledge nor 
virtue, but idlenefs, theft, vand rapine, that are the 
leflons to be derived from their prefence and exam- 
ple. They wander from the hilly country over eve- 
¥y. province, and are far more daring in their out- 
rages than the natives of Bengal. 


Uron the whole, therefore, it may be fairly con- 
cluded, that the immenfe fabric of fuperftition efta- 
blifhed by the Brahmins contributes little or nothing, 
either to encourage or fupport the virtue of its adher- 
ents; and that it may be juftly apprehended, that 
not a few of that multitude of frivolous rites, have a 
direétly oppofite tendency. 

: DOMESTIC 


DOMESTIC SLAVERY AMONG THE HINDOOS. 


eee eo oes ee eo @ 


Calcutta, Dec. 1798. a 


Tse Hindoo jurifprudence, though celebrated for — 
humanity, pays but fmall regard to the natural rights 
of man : it eftablifhes a ‘fyftem of flavery more com- | 
plex than any yet recorded in hiftory. The prero 
gatives of the magiftrate, fortified as they are om ~ 
every fide, leave no room for national or political 
freedom. Pure defpotifm, under the veil of Theo- : 
cracy, has ever been the only government in Hin- : 
doftan. ’ 






Domestic flavery has always been admitted here, 
as it was formerly in Europe; but a numerous clafs, — 
like the Sodera, doomed to fervility, though not ac- 
tually bought and fold, is a fingularity in the jure 
prudence of India. This clafs may be compelled to 
ferve a Brahmin of the fuperior Lae even thong 
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he*has not purchafed him. The Brahmin, however, 
is not, even in the cafe of extreme poverty, allowed 
to ferye for a fubfiftence, a man in the highelft rank : 
what is alfo fingular, the Sodera pays a greater in- 
tereft_ for money borrowed than any other perfon, 
The fon of a Sodera wife inherits only a fourth 
fhare of the other fons +; and every delinquency of 
this degraded clafs is punifhed more feverely than 
the reft: while offences againft it are checked by 
flighter penalties. In other countries it is the aim of 
legiflation to proportion punifhment to crimes : here 
they deal it out according to the rank, rather than 
_ the demerit of offenders. Hence the criminal code 
of this country, as adminiftered by the natives, has 
become as complicated i in’ pecail, as its principles are 
iniquitous. i 


dica Gandhi 


Bzrore we reach thofe laffes that are in abfolute — 
flavery, there are intermediate degrees of fervitude, - 
correfponding to fervants and apprentices in Europe. 
A ftudent while learning the fciences, performs fer- 
vice for his teacher ; and whatever gain he may ac- 
quire during his ftudy, becomes the property of his 
teacher. Apprentices to the different arts are nearly 


on the fame footing with ftydents; only their aban- 
doning 
* Menu, chap. 9, v. 153+ 2 
+ Hindoo Laws 3 the Brabmin pays leaft ; the Chatree, and 
the other tribes more; the ‘intereft rifing in proportion to the 
degradation of the borrower, 
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donitlg the mafter without fault is punithed with 
banifhment. ‘Ihe duties required from thefe perfons — 
do not extend to certain undue fervices, which here 
have not only a degree of meannefs. attached. to 
them, but infer degradation, if performed by any” 
other than a flave, or one of the loweft clafs *)- 
Their duties feem to correfpond with the objequium 
and reverentia, which the Roman law exatted from 
the clients of agreat man to their fuperior +. it 








AnoTHeR {pecies of fervitude feems to refemble 
the villanage of the feudal fyftem in Europe. When 
a perfon, fays the law, peoples and cultivates. the 
land of another manjtakes a part of the crop, by 
_way of wages; or breeding cattle, takes milky. ora 
part of the cattle, that fervitude is called Bhook 
Bherut {. ‘The celebrated\Magna Charta which has 
by many been deemed a corner ftone in the-edifice 
of Britifh liberty, but which, in fact, eftablifhed only 
the defpotifm of the Barons over every order of the 
fate, recognizes this fpecies of fervitude, when it 
ftipulates in favour of wards of the Crown, that their 


property fhould be reftored « Jine vafto hominum é 
rerum.” 
























* Such fervices are. fweeping the houfe, the neceflary, 9 
cleanfing a perfon who is fick, ’ e 


+ Vide Juftiniani Ioftit. Juris Civilis, H.T 


t Hindoo laws, chap. viii. fect. 1. 
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"We have frequently. had occafion to notiée the 
obligation laid upon the head of a family to main- 
_tain his poor relations;  fervices are expeéted from 
fuch neceffitous perfons, of the nature of thofe fpe- 
cified. They are not fubje€ted to what the law 
terms undue Services, the opera ferviles of the Ro- 
mans, the performance of: fuch inferring a fort of 
infamy. Be: : 





Staves in India are of many different. defcrip- 
tions, according to the manner in which they have 
been acquired. No lefs. than fifteen legitimate me- 
thods.of acquiring flaves are fpecified in the Eaftern 
code ; fome of whichjare peculiar to this quarter of 
the world, are 

NotwitHstanbing. a humane. provifions jut 
_ mentioned, many perfons either from being deferted 
by their relations, or by the death of their parents, 
are caft deftitute upon the public; fuch unfortu- 
nates, like loft goods, become the property of the 
finder *. If, during a famine, a perfon has been fed 

by another, and his life by that means preferved, 
~ fuch become the property of thofe who entertained 
him. Many acquifitions of this nature might have 
been made by Europeans, had their cuftoms autho- 
rifed the practice, 


SoME- 


_* Vide Hindeo laws, at this title. 


ts 
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Someries a perfon to free himfelf from the im- | 
portunities of a creditor, delivers himfelf as a pledge 
for the debt, or in lieu of payment : this fpecies-of 
flavery is countenanced by the Hindoo as well as the 
Jewifh and Roman jurifprudence. It does not, how- — 
ever, occur to me that the latter admitted of per- 
fonal flavery on the chance of play, as is the avowed 
language of ftatute in this country, as it was by 
confuetudinary law in America®, 


Gamine, and wagering at cock-fighting, are for- 
bidden ‘by the moft ancient codes of law; it would 
appear therefore - that this paffion is not only preva- 
lent in-early ages, but alfo moft violent, fince per- 
fonal liberty was fometimes thrown in as the laft 
ftake. In a country Wheré/flavery is permitted, this 
unlawful a& was deemed’a forfeiture of liberty. 


ANOTHER defcription of flaves are fuch as have 
become Sanyaffee, and afterwards have renounced 
that holy way of life, This condué implies not 
merely a dereliction of a ftate of fandity and great 
perfection, but alfo the breach of folemn vows ; 
whoever was guilty of it became punifhable by the 
magiftrate with the lofs of liberty, unlefs the de- 
linquent were a Brahmin. In that cafe the criminal 
was branded in the forehead with the ‘point of a 

dog’s foot, and banifhed the kingdom +. 
: es THE 
* Robertfon’s Hiftory of America. 

+ Vide Gentoo Laws, chap. , feat. 2, 


x 
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Tue ‘att clafs of flaves peculiar to the Hindoo 
laws, confifts of thofé who, from their attachment to 
a flave girl, give up their liberty for the purpofe of 
having intercourfe with her. Such flaves recovered 
their liberty on renouncing the female flave, and dif 
continuing the conneétion. 


‘THe manumiffion of flaves occupies a diftinét title 
of the Brahminical inftitution. “The mode of doing 
this varied according to the particular clafs of flaves 
to wkich an individual belonged. When a matter 
releafes his flave, a pitcher filled with water, rice, 
and flowers, is placed upon the head of the flave by 
the mafter, and there broken. ‘The contents of the 
pitcher fall upon the flave’s.body, while the mafter 


declares his intention. of making him free ; this cere- 


mony confers manuriiffion.” "A form equally cere- 
monious was in ufe among the Romans ws 


Tue prejudices of the natives requiring every per- 
fon to leave behind him a fon to perform his funeral 
obfequies, gave rife to another mode of manumiffion, 
which is probably not unfrequent. _ Whoever is 
without a legitimate child, and hath procreated a fon 
by a female flave, that child together with his mo- 
ther become free, from the birth of the fon. 


mo Freg- 


* Inftitut. Juftin. fecund, Heinece. ap. H. T. 


# 


134: '. INDIAN-RECREATIONS. 
134 ES FIOM 


-Fitepom was alfo conferred,on fuch flaves,-as 
from affection or :prefence of mind in any accident, 


had preferved. the life of their mafter.. Slavery for — 


debt is terminated by the extinétion of that debt with 
intereft, 


. _In general, the domettic flavery of the Hindoos, is 
attended: with lefs harfhnefs, cruelty, or. exhaufting - 
labour, than what refults. from: the fyftem among 


other nations. A ftranger is feldom able to diftin- 


guith between a flave and any other member of a ~ 


family, The labour of all the common people is 


moderate, and-their food-and cloathing fo fimple a as y 


hardly to admit of “degtegs- 





Even in times okay if a perfon fell his 2 
flave girl to another.againft.her confent, he is repre- 
henfible, and may be fined : perhaps the. whole fy 
tem as it is praCtifed in Hindoftan may be defended — 

‘on principles of humanity, Scarcity here arifes of — 
ten to be famine: while the great body of the peo- — 
ple from the benignity of the climate live almoft with: — 
out. cloathing, or . houfe for fhelter.. There ‘is'n0 — 
provifion for atime of difficulty: a. man who has no- — 
_ thing but his labour to. fubfift upon, and perhaps Z 


does not poflefs the value of two. days: provifion, is 


not fuppofed in diftrefs, and is often actually happy. 
at leaft he takes no thought for to-morrow. During ee 
a famine, however, fuch. perfons are relieved by 4 A 


fervitude which Prevents them from falling vidtims to 
hunger. Ini every warm country cloathing is tefsne- 
: : oes 


3 "* \ 
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ceflary ; lodgingealmoft fuperfluous ; hence thé peo- 
ple are indolent and improvident to a degree that in 
yyour northern climes ‘would prove fatal. “Were a fa- 
mine as frequent in Italy as it is in this country, the 
idle Lazaroni of. Naples would be’ benefited by a fla- 
very which might fecure them againft hunger and 
want, the aici: refult of their improvident' idle- 
nefs, : 

ener 2 Or ict trae aD 2 

ie may wsbeeioess be» ictal etrcsenctha waa 

: which burned fo furioufly, among you for the libe- 
ration of flaves, was in every cafe guided by know- 
ledge. There are at Jeaft.fome inftances in which 
the tender mercy of your. humane reformers would 
be cruelty; for independent of the circumftances 
peculiar, perhaps, tothe matives of India, there are 
many perfons whofevintelleéts»may not be fufficiently 
cultivated to guide their conduct in a ftate of perfec 
freedom, As Mr. Burke has juftly faid, liberty is 
power, and man along with the milk of human 
kindnefs, has alfo a good deal-of the wolf in his 
-compofition, and till that is purged off it will be | 
dangerous to allow him to affociate with fheep, more 
fo to rule over them. 


TENDERNESS to flayes as well as to every creature 
dependent on our ‘care, is undoubtedly one of the 
precepts which dignifies our benevolent religion: yet 
‘at the time when the new teftament was written, fla- 
very was far more univerfal than at prefent, while no 
args. ‘of that ftate appears in its “pages. The 


test reciprocal’ 
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reciprocal duties between mafter and fervant (flave) 
are there laid down with much plainnefs, and recom- 
mended from motives very powerful; but the very 
regulation of fuch a ftate feems a tacit acknow- 
ledgment of its neceflity, and infers its continuance. 
It is no where faid, Difmifs your fervants and abolith 
flavery. . 


- Tue punifhment of flaves has been guarded in the 
Hindoo code with the moft anxious folicitude. Slen- 
der punifhment with a bamboo fwitch is permitted on 
the back, or where the leaft injury may be felt ; and 

in this refpeét flaves are put on the fame footing with 

' a wife, a fon or a daughter. The Jewith law in the 
earlier periods admitted only of forty ftripes, as the — 
higheft punifhment amafter could infli& on his flave; 
if, however, his crime.waso atrocious as to call for _ 
the interference of the magiftrate, the punifhment _ 
was crucifixion, a {pecies of infliGtion peculiarly ig- x 
nominious, and common to that people with the Ro- 
mans, and the eaftern nations. ae 


Servant and flave approach. in many. inftances _ 
fo near to each other in condition that the lines of — 
difcrimination are not always difcernible. Even a 
fon is in mahy refpects. under. the power of his fa- 
ther, and after the legal age, if he remain under the : 
fame roof, he foregoes the advantage of earning for — 
himfelf. The parental power of the.Romans alfo 
remained fo long as the father. lived; and in fuch — 
force, that a fon after bearing a public office in ni 






, 


; 
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fell again under the power of his father, whofe autho- 
rity had only intermitted. during the exercife of his 
public funétion. 

‘SrveRa. complete titles of Hindoo law relate to 
partnerthip ; which there does not imply the union of 
feveral perfons, for a mercantile purpofe; but a 
community of goods, among near relations ‘being 
together under a father or elder brother. A father 
while he lives is reprefentative and mafter of the 
family. The heritable property of his anceftors, and 
what he has himfelf acquired are under his manage- 


ment, but with different reftridions. The former 


part of the eftate he is mot allowed to alienate with- 
out the confent of his children: of the latter he has 
the full difpofal. =. ~ ail 


Tue. fame reverence e and tfabmifion witcls the law 
ordains to a father, is after his death to be paid by the 
different members of the family to an elder brother, 
who then becomes: the | manager of the whole. If 
fons claim a divifion, that divifion muft be made in 
termis of law; and it would appear from fome ancient 
records that eyen a father could not refufe this sag 


~ appears from the hiftory of the -prodigal fon, as well 


as the inftitutione of Menu, 


OF THE ANTIQUITY OF THE HINDOO SCRIPTURES. 


Solas ec ae ee 


Ir has of late become a fafhionable doétrine to pee 
a very high antiquity to the Hindoo Scriptures 3, 
find difficulties in the Mofaic account of the creation; : 
and to feel an affeéted concern for its incompatibility 
with authentic records of the moft ancient nations, 


MM. ve he ave imagines that he has expla 

the Jewith hiftory to a ftrong degree of ridicule, be- — 
caufe it reprefents the creation of the world. as 
having happened only feven thoufand years ago, 
while the Chinefe trace it back to a far greater num- — 
ber of millions. Mr Halhed, the tranflator of a4 
Perfian compilation of Hindoo laws, defcribes the — 
impreflion which the antiquity of thefe books make : 
upon his mind ; and the difficulty he finds of bring- Z 
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ing down his imagination “ to the obedience of 
tat 


In a word, our antiquarians are ever in danger of 
picking up from the immenfe heap of faithful manu- 
{cripts at Benares, fome direful fragment that may 
overturn the chronology of the Bible : like the Can. 
on Recupero, when he examined the ftratified lava of 
Mount Etna, “they feel the writings of Mofes a dead 
“¢ weight upon them.” It is to be regretted, that in 
the fevere drudgery of turning over fo many volumes 
of wifdom, they fhould be fo often difturbed by 
parchments with claims of antiquity fo ftrong, that 
they effeCually ftagecy coal, and alarm them into 

unbelief. 


Mr Haruep hina’ eters “ that though we 

_ © may come to the perufal of their records, armed 

“¢ with every argument, and fortified even to preju- 
dite againft the admiffion of their pretenfions, at. 
“ the fame time placing the moft implicit reliance 

“ upon the Mofaic chronology as generally receiv. 

ed, yet their plaufible accounts of thefe remote 

ages, and their undeviating confidence in their 

own affertions, never *can fail to make fome i im- 

“ preffion’ upon us, in proportion as we gain a 

** nearer infight into them.” 


o 


Be 


o 


6 


* 


¢ 


« 


- 


. 


~ As 


* This gentleman has fince found no difficulty in believing 
_the wild abfurdities ‘of the Prophet Brothers. 
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“As the 1 Englit Ss may not poffibly be armed’ 
with every argument, nor fo completely fortified in 
European prejudices as Mr Halhed, it would be un- 

fair to expofe him to the whole force of that plaufi- 
‘bility which proved fo irrefiftible to that gentleman. 
Let it fuffice to fay, that the Hindoos reckon the du- 
ration of the world by four jogues, or ages, ‘contain. 
“ing together above “ene millions of years. ae 
wee firft age, or that of purity ( Suttee jog 2 
lafted 3,200,000 years. In this period, which feems 
to cqrtelpand with the golden age of our European 
poets * ; men prattifed their duty without the com- 
pulfion of law; their life extended to an hundred 


thoufand years; and ‘their ftature was twenty-one 
inant 


In the fecond, or Y Tirtab ; Jogue, one third of the 
human race became reprobate, and the period of life 
was reduced to-ten thoufand years, while that of the 


age itfelf was contracted to two millions four pases 
thoufand years. 


. 3 ‘the third age, the depraved cart of the fpecies ” 
amounted to one half, and the duration of life only 


to a thoufand years. ‘ This age lafted 1,600,000 
years. Ee, 


ra _ LastLy¥ 


: > t Rie 
* Sponte fine lege joftitiam colebant. 


bees Ovid. Metam, oe 


aes 
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-Lastiy came the. Kalli jogue, or prefent -zra, 
which. is fuppofed. to fubfift only 400,000. years, of 
which about. s000 are already elapfed. In this age 
the depravity of men, became univerfal, and their 
lives were reduced to the term of. ago = 

ook is the. ¢ :plautibiley ” jak ee Binds 
count, which» made: fo. deep. an imprefiion | upen Mr — 
Halhed,., “«, Computation,” fays he, “is loft; and 
ee * conjeéture. overwhelmed i in the: attempt to aifjutt 
* fuch aftoni fpaces: of time. to our confined 
notions of the world’s epoch : to fuch an antiqui- 
< ty the Mofaic creation is but as yefterday ; and to 
** fuch ages, the life of, eebeiies is but a pang se 





Our “ confined: notions ? 7 refpedting the aauase 
of the world, are nO: rules: for other nations in form-- 
ing their legends, no. more than fober hiftory is the 
ftandard for writing romance: Happily there is no 
neceflity for reconciling them ; otherwife the Hindoo 
chronology might be found equally confonant to ours 

as SRR EORS cubits are to the length of a man. 

Nations areas much interefted in the dignity of 
their origin as individuals: high antiquity is univer- 

. fally believed to confer on both a luftre, which the . 

lefs. it is genuine, is. the more eafily counterfeited, 

Even in Europe almoft every nation carries its origia 

back to remote periods of darknefs and fiction ; fake 

_ though there, the gratification of vanity is iheatsea by 
Lats pera of casera and of fober criticifin. 

Were é 


aan 
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Were the aus annals of Egypt or Ethiopia difcos 
yered, their limited knowledge would probably be 
found: to bear them out in pretenfions as grofs as 
thofe of the Hindoos. We know that in China, where 
this kind of arrogance is not checked by any incre- 
dulity among the people, that fyitem of chronology 
reaches far beyond that of the Brahmins, where 
dates muft appear to thefe people as of « yefterday, 
and their lives as a fpan.” ‘It is fufficient, therefore, 
to eftablifh the authority of the Brahminical ferip- 
tures, that they accord with the fuggeftions of human 
vanity in a rude and uninformed nation. Their gi- 
gantic fize‘and their longevity bear an exact confor- 
mity with fidtions and- “traditions of every early 
people. Thefe tales of th nurfes are gradually fyf- 
tematifed, and tranfcribed into the records of the ha- 
‘tion; yet they are ftill talés though they may happen 


to be repeated with wonder < a different defcription 
of old women. 


‘* Mere human reafon,” fays this tranflator, “ up- 
on confideration of the prefent contraéted mea- 
fure of mortality, can no more reconcile to itfelf, 
the ace of patriarchal, than of Brahminical long- 
“ evity :”” and «when the line of implicit faith is 
once extended, we can never afcertain the precife 
limits beyond which it muft not pafs. - 


Tue facility with which this gentleman on fome © 
late Gecafions, has extended the “ line of implicit 


« faith,” has rendered it doubtful whether, with him 
it 
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it has any limits at all. According to him the great 
fource of credibility to the Brahminical writings arifes 
from the undeviating confidence. in their own affer- 
tions. To many, confident affertions will appear a 
_ very fingular and precarious teft of truth, however 

ftricly Mr. Halhed may. have demeaned himfelf by 
fuch arule. Munnoo, it would feem, one of the moft 
authoritative of the Hindoo fages, has himfelf affixed — 
a date to his own code. .* When ten 'thoufand and 
“* ten years of the Suttee jogue were paft, on the night 
*¢ of the full moon, in the month Bhadun, I Mun- 


'. moo, at the command of Brahma, finifhed this 


“ fhafter, that fpeaks of mens’ duty, of juftice, and - 
‘* of religion ever inftrudtive.” It is fufficient then, 
it would feem to command the belict of Mr. 
Halhed, that an impoftor: confidently afferts, that he 
has communicated ae od on the night of the 
full moon. te 

The next afferter of the antiquity of thefe ferip- 
tures is Jage-Bulk, who fays, “‘ In the Tirtah Jogue, 
“* when ninety-five years were paft, “ in the night 
of Sawun, on the moon’s increafe, “ onthe day of 
Mercury, I finifhed the treatife called “* Jage-Bulk, 
which fets forth the offices of religion, ** and alfo 
“© informs men of the duties of the papas. = 


< Wuat period,” fays the traflator, ‘fhall we ~ 
% poflibly affign to thofe writings, if we difallow 
** the authorities here quoted. If they are falfe, 
** there muft have. been a tinte when the impofition © 
: would 


- 
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<< would inte been too palpable to have paffed uipott 
«© mankind, and where the concurrent teftimony of - 
£¢cfise seals world muft have rifen in ee ae 


© gaint i it.” 


THE ‘inpoftion running through the whole of 
thefe books, as well as their dates, may at firft fight | 
’ feem too palpable. to pafs upon mankind ; and cer- 
tainly had they been either capable or diqpored 8 
liften to rational evidence, they could never- have 
been received as any thing elfe than the impofitions 
of craft upon.ignorance. But the very reverfe of 
this is the aétual flate of nations in’ early times. 
‘Their ancient narrativ; sare all marvellous, and all 
implicitly believed, andi is. not wonderful” that 
books,» which contain’ “either fome’ prodigy or grofs : 
fiction in every page,-fhould alfo afflume a ‘Yomantic 
chim to antiquity. The’ ftyle is uniform in ~ 
part; and well fuited to gratify a paflion for the mar-— 
vellous, and'to gain upon the unfufpecting credulity 
of a fimple people: That'the Hindoos fhould receive’ 
thefe'confecrated fidtions, is what ‘we ‘fhoald expedt 
from human nature: and had their early ‘records 
been entirely divefted of évery romantic abfurdity, 4 
they would on that aceount only have difplayed fome~ 
thing new in the annals of prieftcraft and fuper-- 
flition. 






We are ee sdeusinted that, ‘at the begititing < 
of the Kallijogue, Shukeh Diew, a modern author ‘ 
according to Hindoo records, compofed a work, con- 

esc a a 
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hitting of three thoufand and twenty chapters, and 
detailing the hiftory of India during the three preced- 
ing Jogues; the fucceflion of its Rajahs and the 
duration of their reigns. ‘* What’ thali: we. fay,” 
continues Mr. Halhed. “to a work compofed four 
“ thoufand years ago, and from thence tracing 
¢ mankind upwards for feveral millions of years?” 
If fuch a book exifts:its contents may fall within the 
extended line of Mrs. Halhed’s implicit faith, and 
may be well fuited to his intelleét ; though to’other 
minds it will probably convey but a {mall ‘portion of 
information *.. 


WuHEeEn we turn from the date of the Hindoo crea- 
tion, and confider the account given of that great e- 
vent, we look in vain. for that concifenefs and fub- 
limity which has been,admired in the narrative of 
the Jewifhlawgiver even by thie Heathens themfelves. 
“* God faid, let there be light; and there was light,” 
is an example of the fublime quoted by the’celebrated 
Longinus, who has long held a diftinguifhed rank as 
a judge of compofition. In the work of Menu every 

thought is frittered down, by an affected fubtilty, 
- and a too minute particularity of defeription: He def: 
cribes the Spirit of God as moving upon the water, 
almoft in the words of Mofes; and the chaotic dark- 
nefs from which the creation was called forth bears a 
ftrong fimilarity in both fyftems. ‘The former, how- 

is T ever; 

ee _ i 

Credat Judeeus Appella, fon ego. - ‘ 
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ever, not only lofes its dignity, but even gravity, 
when after the inferior deities, fages, and other great 
perfonages are brought into exiftence, it fpecifies the 
creation ‘of fmall and large reptiles, moths, lice, . 
fleas, and common flies, and every biting gnat.”’ 


Tue time employed by the divine agency in the 
Hindoo creation is not fpecified ; but as the fyftem 
comprehends no lefs than fourteen fpheres or worlds, 
fix above and feven below that which we inhabit, 
human notions would lead us to conceive greater 
fpace neceffary for its completion, had not the fame 
books themfelves informed us, ** that there are num- - 
berlefs creations, and deftruétions of worlds; and 
that the being fupremely ‘exalted, performs all this 
with as much eafe as-if-in fport,again and again, for 
the fake of conferring: happinels *2 


Tais paflage alludes to a notion more clearly ext 
preffed elfewhere; that after the four jogues aré 
completed, another creation will commence, endur 
ing for the fame number of ages. The fpheres OF 
worlds above ours are the regions deftined for the — 

_teward of good men, according to their different at- 
tainments in holinefs. The Swergeh, or firft para- 
dife is the general receptacle for all fuch as have me- 
rited a removal from this lower earth: a fecond 
place, the Mahun is the abode of Fakeers, and fuch 

perlans 


* Menu ral. chap, I, v.80. 
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perfons as by dint of prayer, have attained a more 
than ordinary degree of fanétity. The third heaven, 
Junneh is alfo the refidence of pious fouls ; a glori- 
ous fphere, beyond which fouls are fuppofed not to 
pafs without fome uncommon merit and qualifica- 
tions *. The other celeftial manfions, up to the 
Suttee (which is higheft of all, and the refidence of 
Brahma, with. a few particular favourites,) are inha- 
bited by fuch as have all their lives performed fome 
wonderful penance, or died martyrs for their reli- 
_gion. The higheft prize of all in this great lottery 
of life, is referved for thofe who have never in their 
whole life uttered a fi€tion; and to thofe women 
who have burned themfelves on the funeral pile of 
their hufbands. 


‘Tue Hindoo fyftem with,all its exuberance of blifs 
- isnot more fertile in rewards than punifhments ; be- 
fides thofe numberlefs tranfmigrations to which it 
fubje€ts finners, there are twenty-one different hells, 
or regions of pofitive torture, where men are con- 
figned for punifhment according to their fuppofed 
criminality. None of thefe punifhments are how- 
ever eternal; but a redemption from them is ad- 
mitted, as well as a ftate of final beatitude by their 
abforption into the fupreme being. 


Turse ideas of the creation are received by the 
Hindoos literally as they are exprefled; and they 
ie conftitute 


_* Wide Introd. Gentoo Laws, by Mr. Halked. 
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conftitute an introdu€tory chapter to their religious 
and civil code ; which muft prove of high utility if 
it reconcile each of the claffés to its ftation in fociéty. 
Brahma, the immediate agent of the creation, is de- 
clared to have formed the Brahmin from his mouth; — 
and the duties enjoined him, are not merely fymbo- 
lically reprefented by that organ from which he-is 
produced, but to pray, to read, and to inftru@, are 
believed to’ be qualifications, the unavoidable refult of 
his formation from that organ. sy 


Tue Katri by being formed from the arms is quali- 
fied with ftrength to fight and to govern. The Vayfe 
proceeding from the belly are qualified to ‘produce 
the nourifhment of fociety, by exercifing the vo- 
cations of agricultuté and traffic. The Sodra, being 
formed from the feet, is doomed to a ftate of fubjec- 
tion, in which his duty ‘confifts of labour, in the fer-— 
_ Vice of the’ other tribes. 4 a a 

Tr is the regret of a benevolent writer, that fo 
‘many millions of the human race are born to 00 
other -inheritance but flavery; his feclings would 
have been {till more deeply wounded had he beheld 
a fociety the greater part of which was doomed to 
inherit infamy as well as flavery. Bo . 


_ ‘THe Hindoo fyftem, befides thefe four great tribes _ 
juft mentioned, fandtions a fifth, or adventitions‘clals, 
that arifes from illegitimate conneétions between the 
other tribes., , portion of the people, — 
ESTEE ESE s <3 ise which 
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which conduéts the mechanic trades and petty traffic, 
is held infamous as well as fervile. All the tribes of 
Burrun Sunker are believed to be contaminated by 
the guilt of their parents, and the tradefmen of India 
are deemed infamous as well as poor. The law 
makes a diftinGion inthe crimes and punifhment of 
all the claffes; an injury to one order is in fome— 
cafes capital ; while the fame offence would, if com- 
mitted againft aninferior, be amerced by a oe 


font 
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PENANCES OF THE HINDOOS. 
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Allahabad, Fuly 1799. 


Or the various modes of appeafing the irritated con- 
fcience of offenders, that of penances and expiations 
has been moft univerfal-among fuperftitious nations 5 
and from the extent.to which they have carried the 
doétrine, perhaps no invention of prieftcraft has 
been more injurious to the interefts of morality. In 
no ftage of fociety, not even in the higheft degrees 
of virtue and information which it has ever attained, 
are men beyond the reach of remorfe, fince they are 
always liable to mifcondué& and error; in a rude 
age, however, when, from the imperfection of go- 
vernment, crimes and irregularities are more fre- 
quent, and when the character of deity and all that 
pertains to hereafter, are viewed through the awful 
obfcurity of i ignorance, the powers of confcience are 
aided by imagination, and its upbraidings are be- 
yond endurance. 
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In fuch cafes relief is grafped at without enquiry 
into the aptitude of the means; and to reftore a 
man to peace of mind, and felf eftimation, if it can 
be done without injuring virtue, is one of the beft 
offices of a religious inftruétor. 


Penances and expiations are thofe external atts 
appointed by the priefthood, to appeafe confcience 
under the notion of removing moral turpitude. 
They are founded on a principle uniyerfal in human 
nature ; and in every country have, in a greater or | 
lefs degree, become an engine of power to the prieft- 
hood. In ages of ignorance men are leaft able to ~ 
dete&t encroachments of this nature: their fuperifti- 
tious fears feem rather to.invite them: hence hiftory 
has always exhibited- this branch of ecclefiaftical 
power and emolument, bearing a ftri& proportion to 


the ignorance of the people... 


Acts naturally indifferent are put on the fame 
footing with immoralities; eating certain articles of 
food, drinking certain liquors, or touching certain 
~ objects, are declared forfeitures, and: are expiated by 
penance as immoral conduct. In moft of the Afia- 
tic governments, where the priefthood have acquired 
great influence, the doétrine of penances and expia- 
‘tions has been extended to almoft every aétion and 
fituation of life ; and the people have been gradually 
‘fubjeéted to a jurifdiGion as unlimited as their own 
fuperflitious imaginations, and provided with punith- 
nents as various as their fears. ; 

‘Tas 


&&- Sean 
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.. Tue Jewifh inftitutions haye been preferved to us 
in records more authentic than thofe of any other 
ancient people. .By them we ‘learn in what various 


-eafes.a man was rendered impure,.,.whether from 


guilt, or from circumftances accidental, or by ac- 
tions indifferent. But whatever were the means by 
which. guilt or impurity was contracted, expiation 
was indifpenfable, before the finner could be admit- 
ted into fociety,: partake. in any religious folemnity, 
er even eat-or drink-.with his brethren *, Thefe 
laws were guarded by punifhments fo'fevere, as en- 
fured their obfervance ; difobedience. in’ certain cafes 
incurred. the fame punifhment as, murder:. “ The — 
* man that fhall be: Sie tor ol from not purify 
* himfelf, that foul je"cut off from among the 


m 
2 Se 


3 ue 





A ae portion of the Hindoo Scripture is appro- 
priated to the fubje& of expiation. The great fyf 
tem of Metempfychofis itfelf,-as laid down in the fa- 


cred books, makes a»part of this.dé@rine *. The 


fufferings endured. by undergoing a certain number — 


“of tranfmigrations, are in’no inftance declared eter- 


nal: ‘** when the taint site from ane is remov-— 
3 ‘ ed, 22. 


. 


_* Numb. chap, xix. v, 22. The delinquent was not merely 


excluded fram fociety ; ‘* but whatfoever the unclean perfon 


toucheth hall be unclean, and the foul that t toucheth it fhall 
be offo unclean.” ? 


¢ Vide Lakin of of Men, Ses Xhie alin 


ic 
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ed?’ the. foul again recovers beatitude; and after 
its purification is complete, it is ablores into the 
univerfal {pirit *. : 


» 


Tu machinery of the Hindoo fyftem j is aati and 
tremendous ; and had it, been uniformly employed 
in the defence of.virtue, its effeéts muft always have 
been confiderable, nce as ; very falutary. 





Tuer regions Mor torment are various, and in 


great. number ; and the pains fuffered in them are 


proportioned to the fuppoied guilt of the offenders; 
who “ as often as they repeat criminal atts are 
«* doomed to pains more, and more intenfe, in defpi- 
* cable forms upon this earth. ‘They fhall firft have 
“* a fenfation of agony: jn Tamifra +, or utter dark- 
v nefs, and in other: feats of horror. Multifarious 


- © tortures await them : : they fhall be mangled by 


“ ravens and owls ; and fwallow cakes boiling hot ; 


cal 


*¢ fhall walk over inflamed fands ; and fhall feel the 
& pangs of being baked like the veflels of a 


Even thefe regions of darknefs are not altogether 
inaccefible to hope, and the criminal in the abyls of 
U torment 


* Ibid, v. 22. 
“+ One of the hells of the Hindoas. 
+ Chap: xii. v. 74, et infra. oe 


- ‘ Z 3 ceney enh a 


3 g : a 


Tule fhall be ftrictly ap ere to. 
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torment might look forward to a iicbigd 3 in which his 
guilt would be expiated, and when the gates of blifs 
would be no longer fhut againft him. Eternal 
punifhments feem, to the Hindoo, injurious to virtue, 
and repugnant to mercy. es 


So far may the Hindoo bien s of Sa natiGe be ré= 
garded as abetting the caufe of virtue, but there are 
aes parts of it that feem calculated to fubvert the 
moral fenfe, and obliterate the diftin@tion between 
right and wrong. The claflification of crimes totally 
unequal, and the fubjedting actions indifferent, to 


the fame punifhment asy-offences the moft injurious 


to fociety, certainly ten sto weaken the moral fa- 





"culty. lt is a maxim in Tegiflation, that law fhould 
‘not counteract ‘morals; and that. the crimes of the 


ftatute-book fhould correfpond with the didtates of 
confcience; but in a fyftem ereéted by interefted 
craft upon ignorance, we are not to expect that: this 


We find icondingte in the Braminical code, 
crimes of the moft different degrees: of turpitude : 
claffed together, without any regard to proportion in — 


their oot Thus, “ forgetting texts of {crip- 


ture,” is claffed with ‘ perjury ;’’- eating. things for- : 
bidden, to “ killing a friend :’’ inceft and adultery, — 


are compared to fying a bull or a cow +} drinking 





+ Menu, chap. aif. v.55, Sc. aie 


aS 


fore 
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forbidden liquor, to killing a. brahmin. In feveral 
inftances, aétions highly meritorious according to 
our notions, are put on.the fame footin with a con- 
du& implying great infamy. | ES Wor ng in mines 
of any fort, engaging in dykes, bridges, or other 
great mechanical works,” is claffed with “ fubfifting 
by the harlotry of a me and preparing. charms to 
— the innocent +.” 


In order to account for this anificial and fad: 
tious fyftem of morality, it muft be remembered, 
that the more crimes are multiplied, the oftener 
muft the finner have recourfe to expiation, and the 
priefts in confequenge, muft profit more frequently 
by his abfolution.. « Penance,” fays the facred text, 
mutt invariably: ‘be»performed for the fake of ex- 
« piation; for they who have not expiated their 
“¢ fins, will again {pring to “birth with difgraceful 
‘s marks.”’ This paflage feems to allude to a very 
fingular invention of the Brahmins to multiply : the 
number of cafes in which expiation became necef- 
fary ; they encourage the belief that every corporeal 
sastk or infirmity at birth, muft have been occa- 
fioned by fome fin committed either by the parents 
themfelves, or the perfon himfelf in a former ftate ; 
and in either cafe expiation became neceflary before 
he could be admitted to the comforts of fociety. 
is | 3 


4+ Ibid, v. 64. It is fearcely poffible to invent a fyfem 
more repugnant to public improvement. 


os 
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If a twice born man’by the will’of God" in this. 


-* world, or from his natural birth, have any cor- 

** poreal a rk of an expiable fin committed in: this 
~« or a former flate, he muft ‘hold no: intercourfe 
with the virtuous, while his penance remains un- 
“© performed.” The Jews whofe fyftem of crimes 
and expiations was nearly as complex as that of the 


’ Hindoos, and in fome particulars bears: a> ftri& re- ~ 


femblance to it, feem to haye entertained this ftrange 


opinion. ‘ Was it his man, or his parents ‘that 


“© finned, that he was born blind?” is.a queftion im- 


plying this belief. The leprofy, whichawas once more, 


frequent among that ‘peqwetian: at. prefent muit have - 


been regarded as proce eding-from fome moral turpi- 
tude; at leaft the expiations, after it was declared to’ 


- *be removed, were ‘equally numerous and expenfive 
~-as thofe required for the removal of guilt *. 


But af farther proof “ofthe <difpofttion of the © 


Brahmins to multiply crimes, and the neceflity of 


“expiating them were needed; fufficient would be — 


found in their extenfion of this mode of difcipline to 


iavoRaiery ene Although no axiom in mo-" 


-rals>’ 


* Thefe marks were various, and expreffive of the’ crimes, * 


committed by the perfon who bore them. ‘“ The ftealer of a 


lamp, fuffered bliodnefs; the drinker of {yirits, black teeth3~ . 
the flayer of a Brahmin, marafmus ; the violator of his goors’s” 


bed, deformity in the yenerativé organs.” 


# See chap. xiv.-pafim. - ut 3 siisir3 Ee? ‘ake 
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‘yals can be clearer, than that intention alone.confti- {7 
tutes guilt, and fo far only as evil intention cam be 7. 
hewn, fo far is criminality. eftablithed ; eoman, /_ 
however, who has unintentionally ce eA the 
death of another, feels an uneafinefs. fomewhat res {/; 
fembling remorfe: he feels defirous to make com- 
penfation even for unintended mifchief. . Upon this 
feeling the doétrine of expiating Nai tetare offences 
has been founded ; penances. of great feverity -have 
been ordained for them. “ If a Brahmin, fays Menu,’ 
have killed a man of the facerdotal clafs, without 
* malice, he muft make a hut in a foreft, and dwell 
“in it twelve whole years, fubfifting on alms, for 
“the purification of hig foul. If the flayer be a . 
“king, he may performfacrifices with prefents of 
* great value: if a pérfor of wealth has committed * 
“this offence, he: may give’all his-property to fome 
« Brahmin learned in the Veda {.”” 


InvoLunTaRyY guilt being thus eftablifhed, and’ 
‘the very touching of a great proportion of the fur- 
rounding objects incurring defilement, as well as kil-’ 
ling any fenfitive animal, from an infeé to a camel, 
the Hindoo muft be in perpetual bondage; thai he 
is haunted with continual apprehenfions of tranf- 

grefling 


: § Chap. vii. v. 73, &c. The Jewilh priefls held upon th "s 
fabje& a fimilar do@trine. A city of refuge prote&ed tic 
ee ‘Miller 5 3 but’ ifs found: ape eee its limits he might be ae ae 
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preffing againft fome article of this vaft fyftem oe 
ériminal* law, is not to be wondered at. Sins of 
omiffion, as_well as pofitive offences, equally expofe 
him to the expiating difcipline of the priefts; and 
that he efcapes a fingle day of his life from incurring 
inflictions, is probably more owing to their for- 
bearanice, than to his own purity. 


AxmeD with this mighty engine of oppreffion, the 
Brahmins, upon a near view, will be found, perhaps, 
to exercife their authority with no great. rigour. — 
_ Empowered to inflict fuch.a number of penalties, 

. Which all incur; whether they. are lazy or idle, a- 
wake or afleep, there semi but few inftances of 
cruelty or evén hardthip fiftained by the exereife- of a 
a power thus unbounded. ‘Phe truth is, the fuper- 
fition of the people" is‘{6"¢reat that they willingly — 
undergo any penance: it equals, and fometimes far- 
paffes all that the priefthood exaéts from it. After 
having fatisfied all the rigid demantls of the fyftem _ 
of expiation, the pious Hindoo often invents new 
privations and aufterities for the exercife of his pa 
tience, and. the enlivening of his piety. Of this 
kind are the pilgrimages he undertakes to places of s 
peculiar fan@ity ; the vows of abflinence and mor- 
tification which he regularly difcharges, and the 
frequent corporeal pains which he infli€s won him: 












« 


Tux place. from HE I now write, is ee 
- for the — which is =— to be 2 conferred on 
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fuch as bathe at the junétion of the united flreams € 
the. Ganges and the Jumna. Ten or twelve thou- 
fand pilgrims may be feen at once crowding to the 
banks; their admiffion to the facred. {pot is pur- 
chafed by a certain fum for each man, paid to the 
- Brahmins.’ Between the piety and the avarice’ of. 
the Hindoo, there is fometimes a great ftruggle 5 
thefe two paffions feem to occupy his whole foul. 
This year the Brahinins infifted on a certain fum, 
which the pilgrims: { for a while refufing to pay, one 
of the former made 4 feint of cutting his hand. This 
meafure, the efficacy of which to us is not very ob- 
vious, had at once the defired effect: all agreed in- 
flantly to pay down thefum demanded, convinced 
that if blood had been-drawn from that facred per- 


fon, the whole crowd: of Pilgrints muift have fuffered - 


a fentence of damnationy: which ages = fuffering 
could not have reverfed. BETES: SS ee, 


ANOTHER clafs of voluntary penances, for the 
fake of advancing the fandity of the performer, are 
thofe numerous aufterities that are prefcribed in con- 
fequence of vows. If a perfon becomes unfortunate, 
and on this account lofes that confequence which he 
formerly held in fociety, he confoles his vanity. by 

“turning faint ; and on that fcore draws to himfelf a 
-greater degree of confideration than perhaps he cn- 
joyed as a man of rank and fortune. In purfuit of 
this obje&t, thoufands make vows of aufierity, and 


_ renounce the world. Clothed in fkins, they wander. 
= as mendic cants, or retire to the pe rls, and fubfift, on 





* 
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wild fruits, or the roots of plants... When fuch 2 
refolution is taken, it is irrevocable; the feverelt , 
punifhments are inflicted on fuch as retract their 


- vows, or return. to fociety. 


” 


Turse hermits are confidered as actually dead; 
their property is divided among their relations, and 
the funeral obfequies are performed to their manes.. 
In ancient times, the age of forty or fifty years was _ 


_ the period of taking this vow ; the difcharge of 


which is fuppofed to confer the higheft degree of 
perfetion to which ‘in this life a man could attain. 
‘The bodily pains. infited on themfelves by the 


-gnchorets of this. country, from. their whimfical na- _ 


ture and their feverity;-are-at once repugnant to rea- 


‘fon, and beyond thelimits-ef credibility... They — 


only who have feen the horrid fcenes difplayed at 
certain Hindoo feftivals, will be able to form a con- 
ception of the extravagances which fuperftition cam 
di€ate, or of the fufferings which fortitude can 
endure. 


RES 





: ace BETWEEN THE JEWISH AND utxoo 
RITES. f 





Calcutia, Dec. 1798 


THat there fhould be’ a Henbtands in the laws and 
ulages of nations ina | fimilar ftate of improvement, 
is what we are led to ‘expeat equally. by hiftory, and 
common reflection. ‘The -fingular ‘coincidence be- 
tween many of the Hindoo cuftoms and thofe of the 
Jews fecurs too frequently, and with too clofe a re- 
femblance to have arifen folely from this caufe. If 
men originally fprung from one sommon ftock, and 
‘we are told that they did; their primitive inftitutions, 
would migrate along with every tribe at its removal 
from the parent country. The farther, therefore, 
that men are traced, and the nearer you approach 
to the original ftock, the greater fimilarity muft be 
found in their cuftoms. Tle Hindoo fcriptures and 
our own, are the moft. ancient. records yet known: 
the laws in each code are in fome cafes. snatlly the 
ae me fame 


mS 
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fame; and in many they are fimilar : were other rés: 
cords ftill more ancient to be difcovered ’tis poflible 
that thefe would difplay a fill ftronger refemblance, 
till we at laft arrived at the hiftoty of one’ primary 
and individual people. 


Tux doGrine of the tranfmigration feems to have 
been embraced by the difciples of Mofes, and of 
Menu ; and as this was confidered as a ftate of ex- 
piation, the prayers of a man’s pofterity were believed 
to operate in behalf of their fuffering anceftor, and 
to render his purification more expeditious and lefs 
painful. Hence the cuftom of adopting a child was: 
“practifed, with a view! to this very end perhaps, in: 
both countries. The-duty of leaving a fon is fo fa- _ 
cred and indifpenfible among the Hindoos, that a fe 
cond and even.a third wifeis allowed, if there was no - 
child by the firt*. Poligamy was practifed by the 
Jews, and alfo concubinage, but this is too common — 
acuftom among the eaftern nations. to found any af> 
gument of their conneGtion.: 


Tue neceffity of leaving a fon to perform thefe’ 
duties, diated that cuftom of procreating a child on 
the widow of a deeeafed brother who had left no 
offspring. This connettion is only permitted in the © 
Hindoo fyftem, not enjoined ; and mutt ceafe as foon 
‘ as 


= And the maid (Efther) was fair and beautiful Fy whom : 
Mordecai, when her father and mother were dend, adopted for 
his opioainees> BiG. %, 225 302s dune sk ee 


bead 






fon 


INDIAN RECGREATIONS, 163 


as the objec is obtained *: In the Jewith law the 
duty of raifing up Jeed'to a deceafed brother, is matter 
of pofitive precept, the negleé&t of which feems to 
have incurred no fmall degree of infamy ft. 


‘Tae ceremonies at marriage are extremely various 
and complex’ in’ the Hindoo code, which permits 
eight different forms, all affeGting the rank of the 
parties, and their progeny differently. In fome of 
thefe forms the contraét is made, by giving prefents 
to the parents of the bride, a practice which feems to 
bea remnant of the cuftom of purchafing wives, fo 
frequent among rade. nations {. This praétice ob- 
‘tained among the Jews~in sthe early-periods of their 
hiftory, when we find Jacob ferving fer. both the 
beng of aie i eon Bs 

Te ‘ieinndeae ebé different ranks are per- 
mitted j in the Hindoo fyftem; but fuch are always 
deemed difgraceful, and vitiate- the offspring which 
is degraded. The tribes of the Jews are kept dif- 
tinct, as well as the cafts of the Indians, the daugh- 

ters 


_* He who lafcivioully dallies with the widow of a de- 
ceafed brother, though the be legally married to him is dif 
graced. Ch: iii. v. 173- 


+ Then thall his brother's widow loofe the fhoe from of his 
foot, and fpit in his face ; and thall anfwer and fay, fo thall it 
‘be done unto that man that wil: not build up his ae s 

boufe. Deut. xxv. 9. ee 


: 4 $ Vide Neh. xii. 28. 
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ters of Zetophehad are ordered. to. marry in their 
own tribe; and priefts who could not thew their ge- 
nealogy, or who married a ftranger were confidered 
as polluted, and were degraded from their office *,. “ 


‘Tue laws of the fage Menu, like thofe of greater 
part of the eaftern legiflators, fpeak of the female 
fex in terms, that according to European’ notions 
would be deemed highly difrefpeétful ; and what 
does no great credit to his confiftency, he requires 
from the fex a conduét more corre&t and decorous, 
than can be hoped for from an ordinary hare of. | 
judgment and circumfpeétion.. When legiflating for 
the fex, this oracle obfetves, that “ Through their 
*¢ pafhion for men, theifmutable temper, their want 
“* of fettled affection, and their ‘perverfe nature, let 
« them be guarded ‘in. this. world ever fo well, they 
** foon become alienated from their hufbands.?— 
‘*, Women have no bufinefs with the Veda; thus i is 
* the law fully fettled: having therefore no. cided 
* of law, and no kriowledge of expiatory comipee ‘fin- 
+e ful woimen mutt be as foul as falfehood itfelf $2”. 


n 


< with all thefe bad qualities they are acptied 
to remain conftant ia their own houfe, and are not 
even “ to laugh without covering the face with a 
“ veil, 
* r Aweny the early Romans marriage was contracted. io oe 
three ways; coemptione, confariatione, et uli. a ole 


+ Menu, chix. v. 5, &e- 
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“-veil. -Unfeafonable fleep, rambling abroad, dwel- 
‘-ling in the houfe of another, are declared crimes 
*, which bring infamy upon their hufbands.’”?, They 
are declared to be always ina ftate of dependence or 
pupilage 5 firft in the houfe of their father, afterwards 


in that of the hufband, ville a —_— of their 
its } i E ce See SS ee 5 edge ee Snap 
(Bannaaaee Pe ak aan beta “ait 
ealed. are deemed fufficient caufes of . fuperfeding a 
wife and marrying another. So little confidence do 
they place in their virtue, that {peaking to, or fitting 
upon the fame couch with a man are declared to be 
adulterous acts, and feverelyypunifhable; atual adul- 
tery if committed ‘iva a perfon of birth incurs — 
pa 
lini RENNESS in eearinies woman is confidered as 
a great misfortune, equally in the Jewith and Indian 
code ;. in both, the eldeft fon obtained certain rights 
by the priority of his birth. In the Jewith law the 
‘firft born was confidered as facred, and was redeem- 
ed. . The. Hindoo philofopher grants. him .the fole 
right of invoking the gods, and offering oblations to 
the manes in the Sradha.. A double portion of © 
the inheritance is declared the legal aight of the 
‘ firft born in.both fyftems ; but among the Hindoos 
‘there are many modifications of this rule, according 
to the virtue of the fon, or the rank of his mother. 


Seitaer _Tuat 
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“THAT whole title of Jaw relating to defilement; 
ee the means of removing it bears a ftrong fimi- 
larity among both ‘nations: and ‘this’ part” of 
their fuperftition feems of « every other to have 
made the moft indelible impreffion upon the minds 
of both. The modern Jews are as punctilious with. 
regard to the killing of meat, its kind, the perfon 
who drefles it, as their anceftors were two thoufand 
years ago. The firft teachers of chriftianity, who 
intended to promulgate’a fyftem of morals inftead of 
ritual obfervances, had great difficulty in recalling 
their attention from the obfervance of days and 
afcetic devotion. © pag 4 ease been of ail things 
the moft difficult to perfuadé them that true holinefs 
confifted not of “meatsn Sfarinks7 ”? but “in righ- 

: teounefs, peace and joy.””,, Their obftinate adherence 
to thefe particulars feetiis the very circumftance which 
every where preferves the Jews a diftinct people, — 

_ though difperfed throughout every part of the:world. 

When the Hindoos are removed, as at aethaetny a! 

remain Aes eats and diftinct. , 








‘In ‘both fy tens all forbidden meats ‘nde im 
purity. All fleth meat is rigidly forbidden’ the Hin= 
doo as his ordinary food, but fuch animals as are 
declared clean, (which are nearly the fame with thofé 
permitted ‘to the Jews) might be legally killed for 


facrifice; , 





a 
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facrifice;- and on that occafion. they. might be eater’ 
meritorioufly *. : ee oak ion 


Be -objectsof defilement, fuch as.a dead, body, 
an unclean perfon, a. woman after childbirth, in hex 
menfes, a man after an impure dream, with various: 
others are exactly the fame, and the methods of sia 
rification are alfo Antlatyeds uit : 





per we are 2 leaft earls to pescrae in the hig. 
tory | of the two countries, at prefent under our review, 
isa refemblance i in their worfhipsand religious cere- 
monies. The great and peculiar-object of the Jewifh 
fyftem was to inculcate monetheifm, and to eftablifh 
a nation with felect rites; and, here it muft be ac- _ 
knowledged that the notions _taught by the Hindoo 
fyftem fall infinitely fhort of that fublimity of truth 
and dignity which the sents es dneielene ‘ad 
on this fubjed. . ; 


Tue Rapes Being is depicted in the Asc 
with vague and indiftin& attributes: the actions im- 
puted to. him in the. creation and government of the 
world, are often puerile and abfurd ; and worfhip is 
never mentioned.as exclufively due to him. Anceflors 
and deities are the objets of daily reverence in the 
facrifices of ie Hindoo, but he has no inflitution in 

honour 


* Ona folemn offering to a gueft, at facrifice, and ia holy 
rites to the manes or the gods; but on thefe occafions only, 


- =a cattle be flain: thislaw Menu enacted. Ch, vie ¥e Ak: 
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honour’ of one Supreme God; entitled to the exclit! 
five homage of mankind. 


“Arrer marking this effential difference it is juft to 
obferve, that the liturgies of both fyftems bear in o- 
ther particulars a ‘clofe refemblance. There are fimi- 
lar altars, the fame incenfe and offerings, and the re- 
{peét of the worfhipper at both was expreffed by fimi- 
laraéts. The Jews had in the fervice of their temple 
dancing and finging women, who had a regular 
maintenance from the publie funds of the: church *. 
There is the fame eftablifhment at —_ in all the 
confiderable temples of the sine i, 

eee N_iSaeee see ea 

Tue fervants of the altar, !were, in ‘each country; 
chofen only from one particular tribe, which was in 
vefted with high rank,’and fupported by a fixed con- 
tribution from the reft of the inhabitants. Certain 
particular aéts were neceflary before a perfon of the 
prieftly rank could perform any religious office. In- 
veftiture with the facred ftring, a girdle anda ftaff on! 
his fixteenth year, was neceflary to the confecration ~ 
of a prieft. The twice-born all underwent at certain 
periods a fpecies of confecration which conftituted 
their fecond birth ; and in ‘confequence of it they 
enjoyed » 

* And all Ifraelin the days of Zerubbabel, andin the days 
of Nehemiah, gave the portions of the fiagérs, and the porter | 


every “ys his pare Neh. xii. lpriies 


+ Menu, ch. ii. v. 38, et'infta. Exod. xxxi. 10; 
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enjoyed peculiar privileges ever after in the eye of 
the law. The Jewifh ritual mentions the ‘ confe- 
cration of the aie the clothes of fervice, and the 
holy garments.”” -_. Me ee z 


«Tz code of Menu makes frequent mention of 
the twice born, which. confift of fuch of the three 
higher claffes as have been invefted with the facrifical 
thread. . The. language. of the New Teftament, 
which metaphorically ufes the phrafes of “ aes 
ration, and being begotten and born again,” moft 
probably alluded to fome of the Jewifh rites that 
were analogous to thofe ef Menu. 


_ Bur.the deviations serie Jews from the worfhip 
prefcribed in their’ law wété frequent. Their wor- 
fhip of images, and falfe gods, in the groves and 
high places, is charged again{ft them on many occa- 
fions *: thefe were the practices of the furrounding 
nations. They muft recur to every perfon’s mind 
who has obferved the multitude of Hindoo images. 
upon fome of the rocks on the Ganges, and beneath 
the fhade of large trees. The houfehold gods which 
were ftolen from Laban by his daughter, probably 

refembled thofe fmall images, particilarly of the 
calf, of which the Hindoos are ftill fo: fond, and be- 
a 3 - fore 


* Judges, chap. vi. 
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fore which you fee —— it eegy 2 themfelves 
daily". 

From a coincidence of the cuftoms of thefe na- 
tions in fo many various and detached particulars, - 
it is probable that through all the warmer climates of 
Afia, a confiderable fimilarity obtains in the manners © 
of every nation ; and from the fingular ftability and 
permanency of their inftitutions, a minute examina- 
tion of them at ‘the prefent moment will tend to efta- 
blith the truth of ancient Be 


: THe jewilh and Hindoo ) feriptures mutually illuf- 
trate and confirm the’ “guthenticity of each other ; 
and the prefent cuftoms of the Afiatics proving fo 
perfectly fimilar to what we find related in both, 
adds grey to the credibility of either, at leaft as a 
faith- 


* The people here are guided by falfe prophets, and dream- 
ers of dreams, in the fame manner in which we are told the 
Jews were +.’ A gentleman in the neighbourhood of Benares 
lately withed to have a place of worthip removed from the vi- 
cinity of his houfe. He confulted the Brahmins whether it 
could be done, and came forward with a liberal offer. He 
received no immediate anfwer, but one of their number gave 
out that he had a place of greater fan&tity for the pooja, re- 
vealed tohim in adream. The people gave him implicit cre+ 
dit, removed the pagoda, and the prieft received his promifed 


, reward from the perfon for whofe accommodation the dream 
had been fent. 


¢ Deut. xiii. x. 
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faithful record of manners. Parts of the Jewifh 
hiftory,’ from their oppofition to European man 
ners, and their repugnance to our ideas; have 
been held up as objections to the authenticity of thefe 
records ; on many of thefe the ccna seconds be- 
ftow the fulleft a: 


‘Tua deverdlawsabiiteh obdsined 2 woman: to be 
{toned to death, who on marriage did not difcover 
the‘ tokens of virginity,” is invefted with the fulleft 
authenticity by perufing the Hindoo code: In this 
we obferve fevere inflitions in the fame circum- 
ftances ; and a whole chapter of regulations is de- 
voted to afcertain the punifhment of thofe offences 
by which thefe tokens may be deftroyed *. 


In the fame manner; from’ the peculiarity of the 
Jewith manners, and from the great damage fuppofed 
to be fuftained from eating impure food, it was cri- 
minal to offer it: and fince chaftity in a woman was 
fo effential in the eye of the law, to afperfe her on 
that head was punifhed with a fevere fine. The in- 
ftitutions of the Brahmins upon thefe points are 
perfectly fimilar: whoever cauled a prieft to eat im- 
pure food, or drink wine, is fined, and in certain 
cafes is put to death+; nor is he treated with lefs 
feverity who falfely afperfes the chaftity of a wo- 
man’s conduct. 

From 

* Vide Gentoo Laws, chap. 20. fe&. pafim, 

+ Idem, chap. 11. fed. 6. 
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From thefe numerous coincidences of the man- 
ners and writings of the natives of this country with 
thofe of the ancient Jews, it has been fuppofed that 
in fome former period an intercourfe was maintained 
between them, This fome have concluded to have 
taken place during their abode in Egypt ; others 
with greater probability have imagined that their in- 
tercourfe arofe from the refidence of the Jews in the 
dominions of the Babylonifh kings, who then pof- 
fefled the countries bordering upon Hindoftan ; as 
we are informed by the facred books: “ Now it 
came to pafs, in the days of Ahafuerus, (this is Aha- - 
fuerus which reigned from India even unto Ethiopia 
over an hundred and feven and twenty provinces | 


PECUS 


- * This paflage explains the caufe of the elévation of a 
Jewels, Efther, to the Perfianthrone, Vide Eft. ch. 1. v. 1 





THE AUTHORITY CLAIMED BY THE BRAHMINS. 


seeoeeoees eee 


Calcutta, Dec. 1 798. 


Te facred books of thé Hindoos * comprehend a 
more voluminous fyftem/of law, theology and moral 
fcience, than thofe of any other nation : the mytho- 
logy of the Egyptians,..Greeks, and Romans, feem 
only detached fhreds, when compared with thefe com. 
pendious volumes, et 





Ir ‘regulates not only the interior economy of 
every private family, but contains the whole fyftem 
of 


* A {mall portion of them only has yet been tranilated; a 
compilation by certain Brahmins collef&ed at Calcutta by 
Governor Haftings, and rendered by Mr Halhed into Englith, 
under the title of * A Code of Gentoo Laws ;’ another portion 
containing ‘ the Inflitutes of Menu,’ has been traniflated by Sir 
W. Jones, Inthe obfervations here offered, thefe fources of 


information are referred to as authentic, 
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of jurifprudence, by which property is held, and the 
rules by.which government itfelf is adminiftered. 
The Hindoos believe thefe books to contain treafures 
of infpired- wifdom, and they confiftently fubmit to 
their ordination the whole ftructure of fociety, and 
the regulation of every part of it. 


Tue whole muft, however, be regarded as the 
moft complete fyftem of prieftcraft ever erected for 
the fubjugation of mankind. Knowledge, in the na- 
ture of things, muft always acquire an afcendant 
over timidity and ignorance ; and the chief peculia- 
rity difplayed by the Afiatic nations is the lofty and 
impofing tone which itlaflumes, and the fubmiflive 
tamenefs and credulity with which every — 
to it is received by the — 


THE Fapreihe powers, Lepidlaeiveg Executive, and 
Judicial, feem, under the Hindoo governments, to 
have been: retained originally in the hands of the’ 
Brahmins. By them, the prince is ftiled the magi- 
ftrate, and his powers in every department are mark- 
ed out by the priefthood in the facred books, the itt- 
terpretation, and perhaps the compofition of which, 
was exclufively claimed by their order. 


Menu, the fon of Gop, himfelf a divine petfon, © 
publithes by them his authoritative commands, to 
which the monarch feems to have been fubjected as 
much as any of the people.» Government is in the 
{tricteft fenfe theocratical ; the Brahmins adminifter : 

ae 





INDIAN RECREATIONS. - Ss 


it, and are declared in the Scripture ‘‘ to be by right 
the chief of the whole creation *.” The very birth 
of a Brahmin is a conftant incarnation of the God of 
Juftice : when:a Brahmin fprings to light, he is born 
above the world, the chief of all creatures, afligned 
to guard the treafury of —_— ee and civil e 


Tue world and every: sieht it. contains is declared. 
to belong in fubftance to this order, for whom it is - 
afferted to have been created; and “ through the 
benevolence of the Brahmin other _— enjoy 
life. 3 


Tuese claims, lofty ‘as: they certainly are, were 
not perhaps ill-fuited, or difproportioned to the fim- 
plicity of thofe upon whom they were made; nor is 
it furprifing that the Brahinins interfered in the = 
flature, and all the funétions of a 


By the Sacred. Books, she agitate is not as 
dire€ted when, and how he fhall make war ; but in 
the raifing and difcipline of armies ; the sisiee of | 
all his fervants, from. the higheft officer of ftate to 
‘the loweft menial attendant. He is allowed rfo ex= 
clufive or individual power, but is directed to choofe 
a certain number of counfellors, and “ to one learn- 
ed Brahmin diftinguifhed among them all, he is 
charged 


* Menu, chap tft, v. 93- + Idem, v. 98, 99. 
t Idem, chap. vy. 701, 
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charged to impart his. momentous counfel, and to. 
intruft to him with full confidence all tranfactions *.” 


Tue place of his refidence, and the choice of his 
ambafladors, are not committed to the difcretion of 
the prince; his inftru€tions defcend:even to the no- 
mination of a domeftic prieft, and to the payment of — 
his menial fervants+. The quantum of taxes to.be 
impofed on each clafs of dnhabitants, is fixed with — 
confiderable precifion ; different proportions of<re- 
venue are to be drawn from merchandize, from a- 
-griculture, and from manual labour, all fpecified 
with a particularity that feems almoft to preclude 
difcretionary power in that important. branch of pre- 
rogative. Upon the Brahmin, however, no tax 
whatever can be impofed? even in the cafe of crimes 
and confifcation, none ef his property can ever be 
feized by the prophane hands of the magiftrate. “It 
‘ muft go to the priefthood; “ for a king, though 

dying with want, muft not receive any tax — a 
Brahmin learned in the Vedas.” ; 


Tue fiche is not only exempted from all 
contribution to the fupport of government, but a 
fupport from the ftate is decreed for them; all 
ranks are enjoined. to make them prefents, the merit 


of | 


* Menu, chap. 7, v. 58,.59- : 
+ One ana a day as wages, are fpecified, Ys 12gs 2 y 


. 
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‘of which: is declared in certain cafes to be infinite; 
and in all, better than offerings of holy fire |. 


' Tue facrifices of the ies are always to be ac« 

companied with gifts of different kinds to the Brah« 

mins, befides their legal provifion from the flate. 

The judicial power feems to have been vefted in this 

order; for though the king was allowed to decide 

caufes perfonally, as imsthe feudal monarchies of - 
Europe, he was always obliged to be counfelled by 

the Brahmins, and when not prefent, the whole ju- 

dicial power was exercifed by this order. 


Tur Hindoo govermments-feem then to have beem 
hierarchical, in the ftrictelt fenfe of the word: whe- 
ther the priefts pretended to. receive their commands 
from Menu or Brigha; they were always abfolute 
over the people, who were as. effedtually ruled ° by 
them as the Romans were ee aan 
tored by Egeriaa OF re. ae 


Tuat we do not now fee the Brahminical jee 
chy in.this plenitude of power, muft be aferibed to 
the conqueft of the country by a _ sopees to 
this fyBam. 


Se Ix 


|} Menu, che 7. weBse wisi soitas Bh 
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_-In every’ thing, ‘not relating to government, its ite 
fluence feems as powerful as ever: its dictates are as. 
abfolutely binding upon the Hindoo in his eating, 
drinking, ablutions, and every part of his behaviour, 
as the decrees of fate. In Thibet, where the Chinefe 
government has made but few encroachments on the 
independence of that country, the Lama is not only 
a prince and king, but a deity worfhipped by vaft’ 
multitudes, even beyond the limits of his territory. 


-. Avr whatever time the Sacred Books ef the Hin- 
doos were written, they contain numberlefs allufions 
to a ftate of fociety confiderably advanced in the — 
atts of life: they mentionrtowns of eight cofs in 
length, or fixteen miles, !a circumftance which im- 
plics a degree of population far exceeding that of the 
Jewifh nation at any periodof their hiftory {. They 
eftablith a jus gentium, or law of nations, more hu- 
mane and refined than has ever been adopted by any 
people in the firft {tages of their union. - Every man 
is forbidden to ftrike his foe with fharp arms con- 
cealed in wood ; with arrows mifchievoufly Barbed 3 
with poifoned arrows, or with darts blazing with — 
fire: he is forbid to ftrike his enemy when a- 
lighted from his car, when he fues for life with 
clofed palms; when he is afleep, or when he has 
loft 


- ae 


+ Mention is made of officers commanidin, g an hundred, an@ ae 
officers 2 thoufand towns. é 


¥ 
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joft his: coat: of mail*.  Prifoners, it is true, were 
mmade flaves;* but this was allowed in the Reson 
periods of the Roman wth ~ 


Tuetr tolerance for the vanqithed i in anateers of 
religion, feems far to outdo the indulgence of pagar 
nifm itfelf; tho’ impartial hiftory has declared it. 
more accommodating than the Theifm either of the 
Jews, Chriftians, or Mahommedans. A belief of 
the unity of Deity, according to Mr Hume, as it im-— 
plies the falfehood of all other fyftems, leads to in- 
tolerance towards their abettors, as infultors of the 
majefty of the Supreme Being. Be this as it may, 
she Romans: generally permitted the conquered the 
worfhip of their deities,““and had on fome occafions 
the complacency to affociate them with their own. 
This higheft condefcenfion’’of: European conquerors 
_is ftndly enjoined by every Hindoo prince, who is 
commanded, after conquering a country, to refpect 
the deities adored in it, and their virtuous priefts ; he 
is bound alfo to eftablifh the laws of the conquered 
nation < as declared in their bioks t. 


Tuis injun@ion of their Scripture is not merely a 
fpeculative point of faith with the Hindoo, but'ac- 
tuates his conduct. Numbers liften with filent re- 

~ fpec& 


* The cafes mentioned are more numerous, and breathe 
greater humanity than is praétifed at prefent by any people, 


+ Menu, chap. 7. v. 203, 202. 
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fpect to the Chriftians and Mahommedans, when 
worfhipping a a deity to them unknown: their con- 
duct he deems pious and commendable ; and their 
_ fyftem, however good, the Hindoo is fatisfied mult be 
inferior to that ren wifdom which breathes in his 
own. 


PECULIARITIBG 








Bioneers. faces 


Se ee ees 


se _ wee 


: Tur Mdocieundline by renee the pctinfals “4 ‘Hin. 
: doftan was fo long held in fubjection, are ftill a nu- 
merous race®, and -preferve.a remarkable difference 

in their chara&ter and manners as well ; as their reli- 

gion. By the latter they are laid under ng obliga- 

tion to early marriage, and this circumftance per- 

haps is the caufe of that diffolute condua with which 

both fexes are fo generally charged. By far the 

greater part of the females who live by proftitution, 

and in India they are very numerous, belong to the 
Mahommedan. race. ‘The men are, if poflible, {till 

more univerfally diflolute; fo that from a premature 

and exceflive wafte of their Rirength they are foon 

ae 6s ahe a? of age. 

% THey.- 
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THEY are, notwithftanding the prohibition of their 
seligion, often addicted to intoxication, by taking 
fpirits and opium, | or the exceflive ufe of tobacco. 
Unaccuftomed to reftrain their inclinations, they are 
proud, irafcible, and vindidtive. A few of them 
_are generally employed as domeftics, in waiting at 
the table, or in the occupation of cookery, duties 
which the Hindoes, from fuperftition, are unwilling 
to perform: many enlift in the native battalions ; 
but whatever ftation they occupy, they are far more 
infolent and troublefome than four times their num- 
bex of heathens. “You can by no means repofe in 
2 Muffelman the fame de ree of truft, that you fafe- 
ly confide in a Hindoo ; st his- asaiteics conc pul be: 
mere a unre ntting. © 





Taek their faith be-theifm, and a much 
nearer approach to our ftandard: of religious opi- 
nions, than the popular creed of the other natives, it 
does not appear that they are profited in. their mo- 
ral conduct by this’ circumftance :' not one in an_ 
hundred is able to read his own Scriptures; and the 
number able to profit by what they read is ftill much 
jefs confiderablé. ‘The idea therefore’ entertained by 
fome of our divines, that the progrefs of Iflamifm 
over fo great a part of the world, is likely to pave 
the way for that of Chriftianity, is rather to bé re- 
garded as a fond conje@ture, than a fagt at all efta- 
blithed by experience. The Coran, it is true, al-_ 
lows confiderable authority to our facred records, 
and acknowledges the truth of Chrift’s mjflion as 2 
fubor- 
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fubordinate prophet; but this has never influenced 
the condu& of Muffelmans with lenity, or even for- 
bearance to thofe of that perfuafion. Every fyftem 
differing from their own, is regarded with equal ab- 
horrence and contempt. = 93) ) 0 . 
Hence has arifen that perfecuting and fanatical 
fpirit, which has éver marked the condud of this. 
people ; whofe cruelties in attempting to convert the 
Hindoos, cannot be contemplated without horror. 
Even where his ‘religion is not concerned, the man- 
ners of the moorman are frequently charactarifed by 
brutality. The treatment. of the Britifh prifoners 
taken by Hyder Ally, is-perhaps unexampled for de- 
liberate, and unprovoked=cruelty, in the annals of 
hiftory. Some of theofficers, after languifhing 
many years in’prifon, where they were loaded with 
irons like the vileft criminals, ‘were forced upon the 
fad alternative of engaging in the fervice of the ty-- 
rant, or of dying by poifon. In thefe noifome dun- 
geons, fome died of famine, many were driven to 
diftraGion by defpair, and many perithed by difeafe. 
In all cafes where this cruelty proved fatal, the vic- 
tims were denied the honour of a grave ; their bo- 
dies were thrown out, and devoured by dogs and 
vultures. The particulars of thefe enormities were 
committed to writing by an.officer of great veracity, 
who-was himfelf one of the few who furvived the 
_— of that nt oa Fe — we 
iis Bes sce as cee 


* Vide na of a war, aie tieate 
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“-Pwa? contempt for learning, with which thelé 
zealots are actuated, perhaps adds to the ferocity of 
their difpofition*; as it certainly deftroys every 
principle of tolerance and liberality to fuch as fol- 
low a different fyftem of religious faith. The pri« 
vates taken by Hyder, from this caufe, fuffered a re- 
finement of cruelty equally difgraceful to the tyrant, , 
and degrading in the eyes of thofe who were the un- 
happy victims of it: they were not only compelled 
to enter the fervice, but to undergo the painful 
initiatory rite to the religion of the defpot. 

. In the pra@tice of the Mahommedan worfhip, 
there is a number of rifés €qually frivolous and un+ 
meaning with thofe-of the Hindoos themfelves- 
Some of their holiday folemnities are difgraced by @ 
ferocity to which the latter are happily ftrangers* 
_ The proceffion at the Mohurram, a feftival in com~ 
memoration of the death of Hoffeim and Haffen, are 
accompanied with gladiators, who fight each other 
with daggers and {pears, to the great edification of. 
the brutal multitude. In thefe rencounters; which) 
laft for ten days, blood is ‘often fhed, and feverall 
lives loft; for the tragedy which is’ begun in fhow,: 
as zeal becomes more ardent and ungovernable, ter 
minates often in all the horrors of reality. oii 


> : wert a earth by Snes 
* Scilicet ingenuas didiciffe fideliter artes, 
Emollit mores, nec finit ele feros, 
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Oni difference between the Hindoo and Mahoni= 
medan fuperitition, i is the more worthy of remark, 
becaufe it is attended with very important confe- 
quences. The former, fo far from producing a 
{pirit of profelyti{m; pofitively admits of no converts. 
Any perfon profefling a regard for its rites, is allow» 
ed to obferve them; but no. degree of fincetity; ot 
even zeal in thefe profeffions, will entitle him to any 
rank in focietys or to affociate even with the loweft 
clafs:: -All- religion, according to them, may be in 
fome refpeéts true and acceptable to the Deity, but 
to the Hindoo they appear fo inferior in purity to 
his own, that to aflociate with their prokidor would 
pollute and degrade aie forever. ; 


A Hindoo « of any t pote < changing his religion; 
entails difgrace not-only on:himéelf, but on all his 
near felations, who lofe their caft, and live in: perpe- 
tual exclufion from fociety, It is faid that one in 
this place lately made application to a chaplain in 
order to be baptifed, from this vindi¢tive motive, 
after having quarrelled with his relations; he 
chaplain very properly rejected his application as ut« 
terly repugnant to that a which he meant to 
ats 


< ‘Tue Muffulman faith is in all thefe patticulars di- 
re@tly the reverfe. The converfion of a heathen is 
one of the moft meritorious actions a Mahommedant 
can perform; and there is no means however cruel 
or immoral, et as —_ 


peanut Aa 
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this-holy end: hence the intolerant zeal, and crtel 
‘perfecutions which have ever marked the progrefs of 
Mahommedan conquefts. : i 


Tuxsr.two races of men, after living fo many 
centuries under the fame government, and in the - 
fame fociety, gradually approximate in many of their 

opinions, and in fome points acquire a fimilarity of 
manners. The Muffulmans in the fervice of Euro- 
peans, are nearly equally faftidious and averfe to any 
work which they conceive out. of their routine of 
duty, under the pretence of its being incompatible 
with his caft. he man who dreffes hair will feel 
himfelf degraded by taking charge of clothes; and 
he whe engages for the ‘Jatter obje@t, will for no 
confideration condefcefid 6 fweep the floor, The 
fervants who attend the tablé’are conceived to move 
in a {phere far too high for carrying an umbrella or 
a lamp before their mafter. This faftidious beha- 
viour gratifies at once their pride and their indolence: 
Too ignorant to conceive that there can be no turpi- 
tude in actions not immoral, or to be convinced that 
real worth and dignity muft arife from carefully per- 
forming the duties of their ftation, they prove, as) 
fervants, equally faftidious, and lefs ufeful than the 
Hindoos themfelves. he fcrupulofities of rank, 
and caft, give an air of confequence to that ignorant 
people, and the Mahommedans readily adopt a foible 
fo gratifying as thefe to their pride and indolences 


derate rank, to keep up an eftablithment of domeltics 


~~ 
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fuperier in number to that of a nobleman in Europe ; 
and after this trouble and expence has been. incurred, 
he is much worfe feryed than he would there find 
himfelf by two or three enna 


hina: idcamedvids point: of inden; in ite 
Schaton of thefe people, is the fmall influence which 
the religion of both has upon moral conduc. There 
is hardly any inftance in which the faith of either 
operates to direct him in the practice of juftice and 
mercy + and in the cafe of the Muffulman, there are 
a thoufand examples of his religion being made the 
pretext for violating their dictates. The Mahom- 
medan fuperftition has a more feeble hold over its 
votaries even in urging: them to a eneipliones 9 


its angi is. hin Sach dreadful siten 
quences, or becaufe the fyftem is. lefs mature, and its 
profeffors removed at a greater diftance from Mecca, 
the centre of its power, and the place where its full 
vigour is perhaps unimpaired. From whatever caufe, 
the Muffulman is certainly lefs a flave to his fuperfti- 
tion, than the Hindoo. " Though enjoined fobriety, 
he is frequently drunk ; believing honefty to be a 
duty, he is often a cheat; and. convinced of the ex- 
pediency of marriage, he lives pequerety in the ne 
ih premiere debauchery. ; 

Sadie intercourfe with she fades. fex, the man- 
ners of both claffes of inhabitants bear a great fimi- 

— ‘Female virtue among each, is fecured by a 
feclu- 


24 
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feclufion of the fex almoft totally from fociety ; and 
that by a ftriétnefs and vigilance well fuited to the 
mean idea they entertain of their fidelity. The man 
who is confcious of habitual frailty in himfelf, can- 
not eafily give credit to another for continence and 
felf-denial; virtues -almoft beyond his conception. 
The Haram and the Zenana + are therefore guarded 
with equal folicitude, not only from the vifits of the 
males, but from the intrufion of every eye: and, 
perhaps, neither the Hindoo nor the Muffulman 
form a wrong eftimate of female virtue in the Eaft. 
‘Whatever yirtue obtains there, muft be either con+ 
ftitutional, or the effe& of reftraint. What virtue, 
regulated by principles-of-duty, can be expedted 
from perfons almoft ‘without education, who have — 
been excluded from theit infancy from every ative _ 
feene of life, where alone there can be felf-govern- 
ment, and where either virtue or temptation can 
alone exift? The women in Hindoftan feem ac- 
cordingly to “poffefs bat few ideas, and but little 
chaftity. “Accuftomed to regard themfelves, what 
in fa& they*have ever been, merely the inftru- 
ments of fenfual pleafure, and the means’of perpe- 
tuating the fpecies,” that ‘obje&t engages the whole 
range of their knowledge, and conftitutes the fum of 
their duty. 'To° them: this ‘muft’ appear the great 
end of their being ; and if the idea’ of guilt or cule 
pability ever meet them, it muft arife from their ne- 
| eee a. eat paiieey e ee ee leh 
ec 
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" f Among perfons of rank Only. 
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gleét of fo important a duty. To rely upon the 
prudence and felf-denial of perfons impreffed with 


fuch ideas, might eventually prove a greater mark of 


credulity than of wifdom, 


“In thefe manfions of ~chigaaiedsaalatiicelote 
Scie and Mahommedan Nabobs fpend a ‘great 


portion of their time, and feem to enjoy their prin- 
cipal comfort. Unaceuftomed themfelves to mental 
exertion, perhaps the qualities of the mind are not 
neceflary to their enjoyment. Their pleafure feems 
chiefly fenfual, and incapable of being animated or 
improved by thofe accomplifhments which are deem- 
oe i neceflary by an err voluptuary. 
> a migh sc 
Tas mumber of wives heferibed by his peligiens 
Sethe Midler: ‘is, Ivbelieve;-undefined. The Ma- 
hommedan is allowed four, ‘with an indefinite num- 
ber of concubines ; the circumftances of each indi- 
vidual: commonly determine the number of his Ze- 
nana. “A poor man feldom encumbers himfelf with 
the fupport of more than one; and fuch marriages 
are in general the moft prolific, as well as the moft 
comimon. In fuch circumftances, too, mutual af- 
feGtion feems moft frequent. It is pleafing to ob- 
ferve with what punctuality and cheerfulnefs.thofe in 
the ‘fervice of Europeans remit a little portion of 
their allawance for the fupport of their families, if 
abfent. Their {mall manfions, though guarded with 
lefs ftriGinefs, it is probable contain a larger ftock 
F odiekioas than an expenfive train of eunuchs can 
; : pre- 


. 
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preferve in the fplendid Zenanas of the prince, 
Hindoo women, of the lower ranks, efpecially fuch 
as are old or married, are not concealed with fo 
much folicitude as thofe of the moormen ; and from 
this circumftance, fome have fuppofed, that the 
whole fyftem of female confinement is borrowed 
by the Hindoos from that people *. 


Bor from whatever origin this fyftem of female . 
treatment may be derived, there can hardly bea 
doubt of its unfavourable influence upon their un- 
derftanding. . Every part of their conduét and cone 
verfation indicates a deplorable weaknefs of intelle& 
and fterility of ideas. . Human nature is not always 


-. confiftent; nor are the €fforts of the mind always 


proportioned to our opportunities of exertion. Bred 
in fcenes of the moft voluptuous fenfuality, thefe 
Indian ladies exhibit on certain occafions the molt 
magnanimous and refolute exertion of fortitude of 
which hiftory records any example. When a Hin: 
doo of rank dies, or languithes in a ftate which in- 
dicates the approach of his diffolution, his favourite 
wife affumes the dreadful purpofe of burning herfelf. 
on the fame funeral pile with her hufband. This 
refolution is formed ‘with deliberation, and is de- 
clared to be voluntary and fixed, three feveral times 
in the ae of relations. This is done that no 


S aeaee 


os 


* Vide Robertfon’s Hitt. Difquifit. i agen . nad Sache 
of the Manners of the Hindoos, 
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advaiitage may feem to have been taken of the 
tranfient ebullition of frantic grief, and that the per- 
fon devoting herfelf may have full time to reflect on 
the important facrifice fhe is about to make to her 
affeGtions, or to the cuftoms of her country. No 
fooner is the purpofe finally declared, than it is 
pronounced irrevocable; and the heroic lady walks 
with firmnefs and compofure to the funeral pile, 
which fhe mounts, after ‘having dealt out her 
laft benediétions to her remaining friends. There 
is hardly-an inftance of any individual of thefe la- 
dies, nurfed in the lap of pleafure, having fhrunk 
from this horrid trial of; their fortitude, after it was 
undertaken ; and incredible as it may feem, hardly 
any inftance of ne. Poesy fymptoms of fears 


hefitation, ee 


Vcar6e caufes tance atin for this unex: 
ampled fortitude, which perhaps i is owing to the allé 
powerful effeét of cuftom in this country, and the 
immediate hope of entering on a ftate of exquifite 
enjoyment. An Hindoo no more thinks of evading 
the cuftomary rites of religion, than an European 
thinks of evading the unerring ftroke of death. Its 
diétates appear to him the call of an invincible ne- 
ceflity, to which he fubmits without reluétance, be- 
caufe unavoidable ; and without ema beeaute oré 
dered by the Brahmins 


HINDOG 


HINDOO NOTIONS WITH REGARD TO MARRIAGE, 5. 


= aleutta, Fan. 1798s 


Tue marriages of the Hindoos have already been 
defcribed ; they are heré more univerfal, and con- 
‘tra&ted at an earlier period, than perhaps in. any 
other part of the world, Parents are enjoined 10 
marry their children before their eleventh year; and 
if no progeny is the fruit of the firft marriage, poli+ 
gamy, which is allowed, but not generally practifed, 
is then cuftomary.. The man marries another wife; 
and in the event of a wife’s death, a. third marriage 
is allowed, becaufe, according to the Hindoo faiths 
_ it is a matter of great confequence that every indi- 

vidual fhall leave a reprefentative_who may perform 


the requifite ceremonies; the Sradhades: iiss 
of his foul. 


THs 
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“Tuts'is deemed a matter of fo much importance, 
that/a confiderable part of a man’s fortune is {pent 
in celebrating feftivals of this nature;. and even 
where he pofleffes none, a pious Hindoo will rather 
borrow a fum, than omit fo momentuous a duty. 
It is for this reafon, that after afirft, and perhaps a 
fecond wife, have been unfruitful, a man is permitted 
to adopt a fon. This a& confers all the advantages 
that refult from that’ relation, and among this ape 
it is performed with much folemnity. 


> ‘Tue Hindoo who has no children of his own, and 
refolves to:adopt, affembles his relations, and: thofe 
of the adoptive child--sA-large brafs plate + is 
placed upon the floor,-on' which the child ftands, if 
fafficiently old’; if not, he is fupported by a Brah- 
‘min. The hufbandeand -wife then fay, with a loud 
voice; * Having no fon of our own, we wifh to 
adopt the child which is now before you: we choofe 
him for our fon; and henceforward he has, and is 
to enjoy the fame right to our fortune as if he were 
begotten by, and born by us; nor is he to expect 
any thing from his natural parents. In confirma- 
tion of this, we fhall proceed to make our vows, if 
you who are prefent have nothing to obje&t.”” If 
‘thofe who aflift give their approbation, the ceremony 
is s completed by the hufband and wife drinking water 
with faffron, and pouring part of i it on the feet 
Bb i gf 





_ +} Sketches of the manners and cuftoms of the Hindoos. 
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of the child. ‘ihe tranfaGtion is recorded, and an at- 
teftation of it figned before the company. Nor is 
the right of this adopted fon defeated by the natu- 
ral offspring of the parents, fhould they afterwards 
have children. On the contrary, he retains the he- 
reditary right, as firft born; and the parties far 
from repenting of what they have done, are taught 
to believe that their fecundity is a blefling of Heaven, — 
conferred on them, for thus introducing a ftranger 
into their family. 


As the Hindoo believes that the due performance 
of the ufual rites to his manes, tends to mitigate his 
puhifhment in a future ftate,-he i is extremely anxious 
to have children to perform this duty: hence he 
deems fterility a fevere misfortune, or rather the in- 
fli@tion of offended Deity.» On this principle, mar- 
ried women fometimes wear a {mall gold Lingam* 
upon the neck or arm: on this a¢count too, worfhip 
is paid this ftrange deity to obtain fecundity. «Thole 
who dedicate themfelves to the worfhip of this deity 
{wear to obferve inviolable chaftity. They do not 
deprive themfelves, like the priefts of Atys, of the 
means of breaking their vows; but were it difcover- 
ed that they had been unfaithful to them, the punifh- 

ment 


* An image of produ@ive power, not to be explained- 
It did not occur to the legiflators of the Eaft, that any thing 
natural could be offenfively obfcene. The worthip of the 
Lingam is therefore no a of op ity of morals, Afiatic 
Refearches, volorft.. « ttn ade Slate 
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ment is death. They go naked; but being con- 
fidered as fanttified perfons, the women. approach 
them without fcruple, nor is it thought that their 
modefty fhould be offended at it. Hufbands, whofe 
wives are barren, folicit them to come to their, 
houfes, or fend their wives to worthip at the temples ; 
and it is believed that the ceremonies obferved on 
thefe occafions are Se sages of the-defired ef- 
felt 2? 5) voices tees i ate 

dithaci difcordant fuch rites may appear to 
European notions of decorum, they are by no means 
fingular in the annals of fuperftition. The figure of 


/., Pallas was confecrated= to. Ofiris and to Bacchus: 


at the feftivals of jthe'ormer it was carried by the | 
women of Egypt, as the figure of Lingam is at pre- 
fent by-the wonrias, gia: 

‘THE ceremonies comet ‘sith amiga are ex+ 
tremely numerous, and muft prove expenfive to the 
poor. . They commence in the infancy of the par- 
ties, and are again renewed when the bride arrives 
at the age of puberty: another fet of obfervances 
are gone through when fhe becomes pregnant; o- 
thers flill when the paffes the feventh month without 
accident ; and laftly thankfgiving is returned to the 
came for her fafe se Among the rich, fome of 

s thefe 
af BheWhice: of the manners and cones of ‘the c Hindoo 
vol. 2d,-p. 2136 = * Dnt 
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thefe feftivals continue feveral days, and si the - 
rents immenfe fums. — 


“AzouT ten days after the birth of a child; it un- 
dergoes a rite fomewhat refembling baptifm: “The 
relations are aflembled; and if, after examining the 
planets, the Brahmin finds the omen favourable, he 
takes water from a number of pots ‘provided: for 
the purpofe, and fprinkles the child’s forehead, while 
he gives it a name; and the ceremony concludes 
with prayers to the gods, prefents tc to the brahimins, 
and Jone to to the Boer. 

One of the moft slags 3 of diets iatitutions or- 
dains, that all mothers fhall fuckle their own child- 
fen; a duty ftom whieh nothing but ficknefe can 
exempt them. At’ a. certain age each youth, be- 
longing to the three fuperior cafts, receives a ftring, 
which he wears round his neck; which indicates his 
rank ; when this, which feems to correfpond with 
the toga virilis of the Romans, is affumed, new cereé 
“monies are obferved, ‘and frefh prefents are made to 

the Brahmins. So deeply is fuperftition engrafted 
on the whole fyftem of life, ‘that there is no age nor 
condition in Which the priefthood does not abies by 
the piety or fuperftition of the people. 


Tae manner in which the greater number of the 
children of the poor are educated, has already been 


noticed. Thofe of better fortunes are taught by 


Brahmins, in a pandal, or room, made of beams and 
leaves 
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leaves of the palm :tree... The youth fit on mats 
{pread upon the floor. The books are made of 
leaves ; -and the pen is ufually a pointed inftrument, 
with which the letters are. engraved. The» palm 
leaves ufed for this purpofe are cut into ftripes about 
an inch broad ; their furface is hard and fmooth, fo 
that the writing: may ‘be’ preferved almoft- for any 
period of time: without being effaced. . Until they 
have made fome proficiency, the boys write upon 
the fand with the finger, as already defcribed ; and 
in-this;way M. Ziegbalg, the celebrated: miffionary, 
who firft gave a di@tionary of the Malabar language, 
acquired his knowledge of that tongue. Arithmetic 
is added to the accomplifhments -of reading and 
writing, in the ordinary..courfe of education, and 
the calculations are, performed.by the means of peb- 
bles or {mall thells. © 


~ ArTer this previous difcipline, the Hindoo youth 
is prepared to enter upon his profeffional duty; but 
ef this he has no. choice, every individual adhering 
to that of his family.*.—Of the education of the 
native women,’ we are but little informed. Their 
range. of duty in fociety is fo limited,. that the years 
of their infancy are. probably. {pent in learning the 
ceremonies of their-religion, and a few domeftic du- 

= ties; 


~* This peculiarity is noticed by Diod. Sicul.—Non enim 
fas eft, “militem agrum colere, nec philofophare artificem,—— 
Ribsaicnigieihse Sk G85 Loree 
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ties, in which we fee the females afterwards engaged.’ 
Drefs and finery, thofe copious fources of female. 
ftudy, are here hardly known; at leaft they are al-. 
ways uniform, and fo extremely limited as to leave’ 
no room for invention. 


Ir is not the practice of the Hindoos to give any 
dowry on the marriage of a daughter ; on the con- 
trary, when a girl i is demanded of her father, and his 
confent obtained, a prefent is made to him by the in- 
tended hufband, as a token that fhe thereafter be- 
longs to him. This probably was originally a pur- 
_ chafe; as was the cafe among the early Romans, 
who were in the ancient law faid to acquire them 
coémptione, as they did pbpsttards by the ceremonies 
of confarreation,. == 

‘Tue confinement of the Hindoo women, and the 
general purity of their mvanners, give little room for 
diffolving marriage by divorce. Death is the ufual 
manner in which that conneétion ceafes ; and here 
it was formerly a received opinion, that one of the 
wives of a great man fhould burn herfelf with her - 
deceafed hufband, The influence of the Mahom- 
medan government, and ftill’ more that of the Bri- 
tifh, has tended to difcourage a prattice fo repugnant 
to humanity and reafon. Every argument of diffua- - 
fion has been ufed by them, and frequently with ef- — 
fe&. A Rajah in_one of the Britifh provinces hav- 
ing been dangeroufly ill, it was communicated to the 
commanding officer, that his wife, in the eyentof — 

. » his 
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his death, intended to burn herfelf upon the fame 
pile. The Rajah had an only child about five years 
of age. The European commander built his argu- 
ment on this circumftance; and difpatched a native 
to reprefent to the widow, after the deceafe of the 
Rajah, the danger to which her fon muft be expofed, 
if left to the doubtful care of ambitious relations, 
who had often attempted to difturb the peace even of , 
his father: that to live for his fake would be pre- 
ferring an important and natural duty to an.unna- 
tural and imaginary one; and that by difcharging 
the office of a tender and prudent mother, fhe would 
beft prove her affection and refpect for the memory 
of her deceafed hufbands »-He was likewife defired 
to fignify to the Brahmins; that fhould they attempt 
te proceed to the _ceremony, an officer who com- 
manded a neighbouring garrifon, would prevent it. 
The fear of fome public ac of violence prevailed 
with the priefts, and not the arguments; with thefe 
they were highly offended, and even affected to treat 
them with much contempt. ‘The Rajah died; and 
the widow being a woman of fenfe and merit, was 
afterwards of infinite ufe to his fon. 


Havinc thu’ a claim to the protection and good 
offices of the perfon, who, it may be faid, had forced 
her to live, fhe through his means enjoyed a degree 
of refpect and confideration, which, according to the 
cuftoms of the country, fhe muft otherwife have loft. 
She obtained — — feveral marks of indulgence 

for 
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for her fon ; and in one of her letters fhe expreffes 
herfelf to the gee. ee 8s] 

s° WuHen you recollec& that Tam his mother, and 
that you prevailed upon me to difhonour myfelf for 
his fake, you will ceafe to be offended at me for fo- 
liciting this favour for him. You forced a duty 
. upon me which does not belong to our fex; if I fail 
in the execution of it, I fhall be the reproach of all 
who are allied to me; if I fucceed, and this country 
flourifh, my offence may be forgotten : my “happi- 
nels depends upon you; on mine, =r that of 
aie 3; confider this and determine * aoe 





inftead of parabaes Biuny 
the dead ; as the Mahoriimedans. For this we have 

the’ storey of fevéral travellers. It has not-come 
within my obfervation ; but Bernier, after’ mention- 
ing women who burn themfelves, fays; * This con- 
du&, however cruel and barbarous, is exceeded by 
what the Brahmins do in fome other parts of India’: 
for inftead of burning the women who with to die 
with their hufbands, they inter them alive up to the _ 
chin, and then two or three fall = them to choak — 
them.” ee oa: rie 


leita the sinseniteagiea veinpesiail fs 


of the se on are rin. sc few hone es 
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* Vide Sketches, &c. vol. 2. p. 32. 
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of extraordinary longevity. Even thofe who are 
permitted to eat meat, are enjoined to do it fparing- 
ly. Their meals are only two; a circumftance fa- 
vourable to health, but which feems to give them a 
lefs. decided advantage over the —* than 
might be imagined, si 


Every Hindoo believes, oe after death his foul 
continues to exift, and to animate fome being more 
or lefs dignified according to his paft life; and that _ 
after undergoing a number of metamorphofes, fuf- 
ficient for its purification, it will be abforbed into the 
divine effence: Some, it is faid, “* believe that theit 
fouls are fent back to theyfpot where their bodies 
were burnt; there to..wait, till new bodies are pre- 
pared. for their reception..This was one of the 
opinions of Plato, which feems to have been adopted 
by the primitive Chriltians; for an ordinance of the 
church of Rome forbids having lights, or making 
merriments in the church yard at night, left they 
fhould difturb. the fouls that might come thither.” 
It feems alfo to have been a notion of the Jews, that 
the human foul animated feveral bodies fucceflively, 
and that a man in the prefent life might fuffer few 
the punifhment of guilt contracted in a previous ftate 
of exiftence: Hence the queftion put to Chritt, 
‘¢ Was it this man or his parents who finned, that he 
was born blind 272... c: nt 


“Fae drefs of the inferior part of the natives, has 
already been noticed; that of the higher ranks dees _ 
€c 0 
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not exclude magiilficencé, nor elegance. Both Mx 
hommedans arid Hindoos of condition wear a Jama, 
or gown of fine muflin, neatly ‘fitted to the body in 
the upper part, aiid floating Toofely from the middle, 
as low ag the feet. . The former ties his Jama on the 
right fide of the breaft, and the latter on the left: 
over this is fometimes worn a fhort clofe veft of 
Worked éotton, or filk, braided with fmall fowérs of 
filver or gold. ‘Ihe turban, the girdle, ‘and the flip- 
pers, are the moft highly ornatnented parts of drefs. 
‘Thefe are not only embroidered with gold and filver, — 
but are fometimes adorned with precious ftones. 
The prefent Nabob of Bengal, on days of ceremony, 
difplays an aflortment of jewels and pearls on his 
drefs to a ccnfiderable-amount. Quintus Curtius 
has, in a few words, given a pretty accurate de- 
fcription of the drefs of a Hindoo Rajah. “ Veltis 
crat auro purpuraque diftin@a, qua etiam crura 
velabat: aureis foliis inferuerat. gemmas : Tacerti 
quoque et brachia margaritis ornata erant. Pende- 
bant ex auribus infignes candore et thagnitudine la- 
pilli *.” fl ee 
Tue drefs of the women, does not vary more than 
that of the men; the chief diftin@ion confifting in 
the finenef’ of the cloth, and the value of theit 
jewels. They in general wear a clofe jacket, which 
only extends downwards to cover the breafts, but a 
com- 
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completely thews their form, It has tight-fleeves, 
which reach about halfway from the fhoulder to-the 
elbow; and a narrow border round all ‘the ‘edges 
painted or embroidered in. different colours, “A 
Piece of white cotton cloth, wrapped. feveral times, 
round the loins, and falling down over the legs to 
the ankle, ferves asa petticoat. A wide piece of 
muilin is thrown over the left fhoulder, which, paf- 
fing under the right arm, is crofled round the mid- 
dle; and being tucked under the cloth wrapped: 
round the loins, hangs down to the feet. One end 
of this cloth is fometimes fpread over the head, and 
ferves for a veil.’ The hair is rolled up into a knot 
upon the back part of thé head, where it is faftened 
with a gold pin, and ornamented with jewels *. 


THosez mental accomplifhments, fo highly prized 
in the ladies of Europe, are avoided by the Hindoos, 
as injurious to that fimplicity of manners, and de- 
corous behaviour, which they imagine render them 
eftimable in their families: few of them are taught 
to read or write. The dancing women compofe a 
feparate clafs, and live under the proteétion of go- 
vernment according to their own particular rules. 
Such of them as are deftined to be the votaries of 
pleafure, are taught every qualification which they 
imagine may tend to captivate and entertain the 

5 cae other 


* Sketches of the manners and cufloms of the Hindoos, - 
vol. 2. p. 46. aloo 
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other fex. In the code of Hindoo laws there are 
fome provifions made in their favour. 


Tue drefs of thefe women is altos and fantafti- 
cal; they generally wear, befides the drefs of other 
females, a fort of loofe drawers like troufers ; they 
are fubje& to no reftraint either in eating or drink- 
ing, excepting the article of beef. Their ankles and 
toes are decorated with gold or filver rings, to which 
they fometimes attach {mall bells, 





S. EFFECTS 





 $PFORTS or EUROPEANS IN THE CONVERSION OF Mi 
“ ‘NATIVES, 2 





Calcutta, Dec. +298 


Every European nation ith has hitherto” acquired 











territorial pofieffions | in Tidia, as if convinced of the 
deftruétive influence of the “Braht inical fyftem_ on 


‘the“T 
Knowledge, induftry, and” “virtue, ‘have laboured 
with confiderable perfeverance and zeal in order to’ 
refcue its yotaries from that ignorance and degrada- 
tion in which ‘this fuperftition has involved the great 
pody of the people. 


- Misstonaries have been fent out from Europe to 
reclaim the natives from ‘their error, both on the part 
of government, and of individuals; but no fruit has —__ 
Been reaped from their labours, in any degree corref: 
ponding to the hopes of the pious, or the liberal con- 
” tributions of the parties concern’. "Thé Portuguefe, 
“i the firit fervour of their zeal, engaged in this un- 

2 destaking 
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dertaking with an alacrity that feemed worthy of its 
importance. Their worfhip, by the number of its - 
fhowy rites, being in fome degree affimilated to that 
of their own country, might appear well fuited to cap- 
tivate the attention of this fimple people, though it 
might not greatly enlarge the underftanding; yet 
have the effeé&ts produced in India by all their endea- 
vours invariably proved inadequate to the expectations 
formed by the projectors in Europe. 


Tue great St Francis de Xavier himfelf, who was 
long regarded as the apoftle of the Eaft, and who 
was believed by many to have wrought miracles in 
this ficld of pious induftry, has left but fcanty proofs _ 
of his fuccefs. Though the number of his nominal . 
converts was fo confiderable as-to obtain for him the 
honour of canonization after his death, yet it cannot 
be affirmed that he has added much to the know- 
ledge, induftry or virtue, of the poor pariahs who 
liftened with devout admiration to his difcourfes. - ‘ 


His refidence in India, during a period of ten years 
preceeding 1552, is faid to have been fignalifed by. 
a number of converfions in Goa, Comorin, Malac- 
ca and Japan ; but the prefent ftate of chriftianity in 
thefe parts, affords but {mall corroboration of thepre- 
ternatural gifts that have been afcribed to this great 
man. The annals of the Portuguefe church in the 
Eaft, in this period, are as frequently difgraced by 
credulity and bigotry, as they were in the parent 
fate. eS ee coe iw aad 
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Tue Dutch, though that nation has been long more 
diftinguihed for its avidity in the purfuits of commerce 
and the accumulation ef wealth, than for zeal in dif- 
feminating religion, has not left the tafk untried of 
converting the natives of its dominions in Afia. 
Chaplains have been regularly eftablithed, not only 
in Batavia; but at Chinfura and Calcapore in Ben- 
gal. At she former fettlement, I have not heard 
of their fuccefs ; but in the two latter, the circum- 
ftances of the furrounding inhabitants, being the fame 
with thofe of our own, their hosts have been equal- 
ly unprofitable. 


__A fociety of well difpofed—perfons in Britain col- 
le&ted a fund many years ago, and fent out miffion- 
aries; and though that €ftablifhment {till fubfifts in 
Calcutta, no converfions’ of “any moment have ever — 
dignified its labours. It has for fome time been 
united with a Danifh fociety, formed upon a fimilar 
plan, and with the fame views: after thus combining 
their efforts and their refources, the miflion is at pre- 
fent in a more languifhing ftate than ever. An ele- 
gant church has been erected, but none of the na- 
tives, even of the loweft caft, have as far as 1 can learn, 
ever condefcended to come under its roof: the edi- 
fice is therefore ufed as one of the ordinary places of 
worfhip for the Englifh inhabitants. Excepting a few 
of the pariah ftibe in the neighbourhood of Madrafs, 
who are fometimes feen liftening to the difcourfes 
of the Miffionaries, with much greater appearance of 
: wonder, than of intelligence, the a of the eaft 
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cannot boatt of having gained to their fociety, evel 
thofe unfortunate Hindoos, who have been debarred 
all communication. with the ref of mankind. 


-Tnese confequences are the unavoidable refult of 
the labour of converfion, as it has been hitherto car- 
ried on in India ; and by every perfon acquainted with 
- the fituation of the Hindoos, they muft have been 
forefeen. Neither the zeal of our Miffionaries, nor 
that of their employers, has been dire€ted by knows 


ledge. 


Wuen the eae are faid to have converted 
thoulands of the native Americans ina day; and their 
clergy to have adminiftered the ceremony of baptifma 
to fuch multitudes, that they were no longer able to 
lift their hands, their enthufiafm impofed upon them- 
felves, and led them to impofe upon the’ worlds 
Thefe new converts to chriftanity, could in no fenfe 
merit that honourable appellation. | In order to theif 
being chriftians, it was firft requifite to make them 
reafonable creatures, a title to which favages with 
hardly.a fingle intelleétual idea, have ey but little 
claim. ; 


Tue firft fruits of the American vineyard, “were 
therefore, ufelefs, by being premature. The ac: 
quiefcence of the fimple conyert, in doctrines to him 
incomprehenfible, could be entcl with no altera: 
tion either of belief, or of condua; no -additiona 
light was conveyed: to his underftanding, nor ai ee 






INDIAN RECREATIONS. 209 


new motive fupplied to influence him inthe prattice 
of duty. His name and appellation were ‘alone 
changed; and if there be any virtue in charms or 
names, he was acomplete believer — his” ae 
hood. Aigieitic 


Were, therefore, the whole body of the sivaleds 
tude of Hindoftan, from caprice, or views of intereft, 
at once to abandon their fyftem in the. prefent {late 
of their intelle@ual improvement, the circumftance 
might be a triumph to the miffionaries: bu tit 
-could by no .means be conftrued into a victory to 
truth; nor would the number of real chriftians be 
avgmented by this apoftacy. In their prefent igno- 
trance, not of religion, -bit of every moral precept, 
to lay before them the fablime doétrines of chrifti- 
anity, is to violate its ion Bee ss sore pearls 
before fwine.”?) ees Gey oe ania Ge 





a 
Saster 


Tat mental Aigridaiea sai tihiveris Sonaeancn” 
which I have already noticed as characterifing the 
lower ranks of the Hindoos, muft be previoufly re- 

moved before they can either comprehend, or profit 
by any religious doftrine whatever. When therefore 
the miflionary pitches his tent, and harangues them 
in the lofty {trains of is gofpel eloquence, his labours 
have been followed by effects fuited to their prudence. 
In Europe, where the circumftances of the people are 
‘not attended. 10, or perhaps not generally known, 
much | regret: is exprefled at this uniform want of 
fuecefs in. the work of converfion, — You are re furpritea 
oS Ss ee ae 
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Sy 
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‘that miracles are not wrought, in an age in which you 


profefs to believe they have ceafed. 


‘Iw his prefent ftate of ignorance, and under the 
terror of excommunication from the Brahmins, by 
whom all his opinions are implicitly guided, the 
converfion of a Hindoo may certainly be regarded, as 
a thing fomewhat miraculous. To fuppofe him able 
to comprehend the doétrines of chriftianity, and at — 
liberty to embrace them, while no converts have been — 
made by them, during a period of near two hundred 
years, in which they have been preached ; would be 
to affert that they were inferior in value, or fupported — 
by lefs evidence than the-doétrines of that fyftem to 


which he continues to adhere, The doétrines of 





chriftianity are addreffed #6 us “as wife men,” who 


are commanded to'<~=judge what they fay: it is — 
therefore no obje€tion to them, that there may bea 
degree of ignorance below their comprehenfion, and 
a degree of fuperftitious fear, which their allurements 
but ill underftood, cannot overcome. - 


Ture muft, in every mind, be fome degree of 
information, and fome ftrength of intellect, before 4 
preference can‘ be given to any arguments, or any 


fyftem of opinions to another—QOver total ignorance, 


‘ttuth has no power. z 


In Greece and Rome when the pagan fyftemgave 
way to that of chriftianity, a large portion of the peo- 
ple were capable of comprehending its doétrines, - 
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ef examining the evidence by which they are fupport- 
ed. .A general knowledge both of the one and the 
other, were diffufed before their reception. . The 
‘circumftances of the people, were almoft in every re- 
fpect the reverfe of what they are in India. They 
were neither attached to their theological fyftem, nor 
its practical rites by any infurmountable prejudice. 


Ir was a fabric conftructed in a rude age; and the 
increafe of knowledge, in fubfequent times, had wide- 
ly expofed its groffnefs and imperfection. Horace, 
Juvenal, and Lucian, had lafhed the abfurdities of the 
fyftem; and the characters of its gods, with equal 
freedom as thofe of their fellow iubjects: and before 
their time, the worthip,of other gods or performing 
different rites was rather deemed a mark of fuperior 
piety, than of any. malignity of heart againft the-eftab- 
lithed deities of the ftate. “When therefore a fy{tem 
of more rational piety, or finer ‘morals, was publicly 
announced, it met with a fair difcuffion ; and the 
empire of Jupiter was vanquifhed by that of truth. 


Tue oon dignified characters in the ftate who were 
chofen to perform the functions of religion, difcharg- 
ed their office with outward gravity, and much in- 
ward indifference: they beheld with little averfion the 
advancement of anew fyftem, from which they dread- 
ed no evil. There was no numerous hereditary prieft. 
hood to oppofe its introduction ; or who forefaw in its 
eftablifhment the downfall of their order. All thefe - 


5 renee) in the condition of the natives of India, 
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_are either different, or diametrically oppofite. Herenié 
collifion of opinion has evér awakened their curiofity 
or fharpened their ‘intelle&ts. No books ever reach 
their hands, fo convey information; ‘not even ‘a 
newfpaper is printed in the native language ; and, 
if it were, only a few of the higher ranks’ could pe- 
rufe it. Of all abftra&t ideas, the multitude is al. 
moft entirely deftitute : to a people in this ftate, it is 
in vain to’ propofe ab(traé& dottrines for difcuffion. 
There is hardly any fo fimple, as they fhall unders 
fland, and hardly any too grofs for their belief. 


-“Unrorrunwatery for them, the Brahmins will 


_ hot allow them to éxereifé the fmall degree of reafon — 


they may poffefs. Any departure from the cufto- 
mary rites, is held up as-of'all things the molt finful, 
and not to be expiated by the fevereft punifhment. 
Thus the attachment of the Hindoo to his faith and 
worthip, is guarded equally by ‘his ignorance and his 
fears: and it is the care of the priefthood, who are 
here the fole guides of opinion, to keep hiny under 
the compleat dominion of both. ‘They watch to pre- 
ferve ignorance, not to diffeminate knowledge, every 
inlet to which is guarded as clofely as the avenues of 
death. ae es 


_ From thefe’ caufes no degree oF fuccefs has ever 
fignalized the labours of European miffionaries in 
any part of India. They feem, at laft, weary of fo — 
fruitlefs an attempt, and have either defifted from the 
purfuit, or carry it on with a liftlels — 
whic 
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‘which gives no countenance either to the withes of 
the ‘pious, ‘or the expeétations of the ‘miffionaries. 
On the Malabar coaft, and in the Myfore, fome of 
the lower claffes have attended the miffionaries, and 
have yielded a kind of affent to their ss if af 
fent can be given to what is not underftood. , 


Ar different pert 4nd ae of zeal, or the ef- 
fufions of humanity, have broké forth, and produced. 
new efforts in favour of the natives : ‘bo -thieke teas: 
fient exertions have often languifhed before they 
reached fo diftant a fcene of aétion ; or they have 
‘been foon overborne by that indolence and diflipation 
which fo frequently chara¢terifes Europeans in the 
Eaft. There has lately-been devoted to this fervice 
twenty thoufand pounds,~a'larger fum than any yet 
contributed by any: individual : three miffionaries, 
‘fupported by the intereft of this fund, are intended 
to be fent to Benares, the great ftorehoufe of the 
~ Brahmin fuperftition; there to combat its ufurpa- 
tions at the very center of their power. Among the 
beft informed part of our fociety, no fanguine ex- 
pectations are entertained, that this projeét will ter- 
minate more fuccefsfully than thofe which have pre- 
céded it. 





WuiLe viewing the great mofque at Benares, T 
received a letter from a clergyman in London, ac- 
quainting me that this projet was for the time laid 
~~ afide, from a refufal of the Court of Directors to al- 
— the ® miffionaries to depart for India! —S 
ee ge é 
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‘pected that the perfons chofen would mingle politics 
with religion. No wife man can.regret that thefe 

perfons were prevented from attempting a tafk — 
which has uniformly difappointed all their predecef ” 
fors. 


Tue beft informed perfons here are fully of opi- 
nion, that to increafe the influence of pure religion 
among the natives,* you muft begin by improving 
their knowledge; which can only be effected by in- 
ftructing the youth. Happily the natives have no- 
-averfion to commit their children to the tuition of 
Europeans : they are rather” ambitious that they 
fhould acquire the aceomplifhments of reading and — 
_writing Englifh, as thé means of enabling them to 
profecute fome lucrative: branch of trade, or of in- 
troducing them as upper fervants in the employ of — 
the Britifh. ‘the Hindoos will not. indeed. allow 
their children to eat or fleep under the fame roof 
with Europeans; but they fuffer them to remain at 
a day fchool, which, for thefe purpofes, is fufficient. 


So much is this their defire, that there are feveral 
of their children now taught by Europeans ; and 
many more by fuch of the natives themfelyes as U2- — 
derftand a little Englifh. Where neither of thefe op- — 
portunities can be afforded, there are many inftances 
of fpelling books in our language being: found in 
their houfes, and copies for writing, purchafed by 
thofe who imagine they may acquire the branches of 
knowledge by their own private spleens The 
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prefent affeffor of the taxes, paid by the natives in 
the town of Calcutta, has not only perfonally wit- 
neffed.all thefe particulars, but has been engaged in 
the inftruction of the children of fome natives of 
diftinétion. 


Tue Hindoos of all ranks are extremely averfe to 
part with their money, except to the Brahmins : the 
teachers appointed behoved, therefore, to be provid- 
ed with a falary to be increafed by the contribution 
of fuch natives as could afford to pay for the inftruc- 
tion of their child. In every other cafe, the heneft 
of knowledge would be more acceptable to the na- 
tives by being conferred) gratuitoufly. 


In this manner thé children of half a million of 
people in Calcutta might ‘be taught to read and 
write: and a foundation laid for putting into their 
hands plain inftructive books of morality and natu- 
ral religion : and he pays Chriftianity a bad compli- 
ment, who imagines, that it will not recommend it- 
felf to fuch as are tolerably acquainted with thefe 
fubjects. 


Tuere has always been much difficulty in finding 
fober-and diligent Europeans, willing to confine their 
profpeéts to the painful drudgery of teaching in In- 
dia. The tafk of inftruéting the native children 
might probably prove the moft irkfome of any. ‘The 
profpe& of making a large fortune in the cotton, 
fil, or ‘sate bufinels, however uncertain, has al- 

: ways 
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ways. fufficient attractions to withdraw perfons of « 
ducation from a line of life unjuftly deemed. unim: 
portant and degrading, _ 


In the prefent circumftances, this. obftacle could 
eafily be furmounted in Calcutta. The children” 
born to Europeans by native women, are every year 
increafing in number, and employment for them will 
foon become a. matter of ferious attention: they are 
at prefent excluded by the regulations, from any. ap- 
pointment in the fervice of the Company, civil or 
wpilitary.. Their education, and their limited ambi- 
tion, feem to point them out as the moft proper péet- 
fons for the tuition. of. the native children ; while 
their numbers are more than fufficient to fupply eve- 
ry appointment of this kind, which either the bene- 
volence, piety, or zeal.of the prefent age appear like 
ly to fuggeft. The contemplation of a meafure of 
this kind, is the more pleafing ; becaufe if it thall 
ever be adopted, it will place in a ufeful profeflion a . 
numerous clafs of unfortunate youth, who for na 
fault of their own, have been abandoned by their 
progenitors on one fide; and on account of their 
Chriftian education, excluded from the fociety of 
thofe.on the other. Had one half of the fum beet — 
_ -beftowed in. this manner,-which has been expended 
in haranguing the ignorant multitude, by ftill more _ 
ignorant miffionaries, very different confequences 
might have been the refult: at all events, the cone 
, tributors to the meafure, would have the fatisfation 
of having the exercife of | thelr. benevolence, app 
by that of their reafon. 





SHE MAHOMMEDAN FESTIVAL OF MOHURRUM, 
a ae Peis See 28" 


Calcutta, Fan. 1798: 


‘Pits fii and enthufiafm which charaéterifes 
the Mahommedans “ic this country, is paiticularly 
difplayed during the feltiva of 1 Mohuirum. This is 
the name of the firlt month’of their year, ‘during thé 
firft ten days of which all the followérs of the fe& of 
Ali, Jament the death of Imaum Hoffein, the fer 
cond fon of that prophet, by Fatima: 





- Qy the death of Ali, who was aflafinated, a dif. 

ferent houfe fucceeded to the Caliphat ; in the reign 
of Yezzed, the fecond of his family, the inhabitants 
of Cufa fent an embaily to Hoffein at Medina, to’ 
requeft him to affume the government, anid to affure 
hitn of their fuippott. ‘Hoffein, upon ‘this invitations 
fet out from Cofa with his fatnily, and a confiderable 


mee eee . 
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his march, difpatched after him an army of 10,00¢ 
men, which occupying the ground between him and 
the river Euphrates, cut off his fupply of water: 
This event, in the fultry climate of Mefopotamia, 
where hfe even with that neceflary articlé; can 
fcarcely be fupported againft the exceflive heat, 
brought on the crifis of his fate. His adherents 
“terrified at the profpect of perifhing with thirft, for- 
fook him in fuch numbers, that he foon found him« 
felf at the head of only a fmall retinue of ‘feventy- 
two perfons, chiefly his relations. 


~ ArrerR fuffering various diftreffes, and encounter- 
ing feveral fkirmifhes, | rthis fmall, but determined 
band, was furroundedron: the tenth of Mohurrum by 
the army of Yezzed, and entirely cut to pieces. In 
this little troop, Afher, the infant fon of Hoffein, 
was killed by an arrow, in the arms of his father: 
and Hoffcin himfelf at laft fell, exhaufted with fae 
tigue, and fainting under numberlefs wounds. His 
tent was plundered, his women infulted, and his 
head was carried to Damafcus, the refidence of his 
tival Yezzed. 


Ae thefe events are repretetited by the Muflul+ 
mans and their priefts during the Mohurrum; om 
the firft day of which the latter mount the pulpits, 
and begin the recital of the life and aétions of Ali, 
and his fons Haffun and Hoffein, defcribing particu 
larly the melancholy circulates that attended the 
fate of the latter, with all Hahei oe ae 
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eloquence is fufceptible. The effe€&t of thefe har- 
rangues on the enthufiaftic multitude is remarkable ; 
they ftrike their breafts with frantic violence ;' they 
weep; they exclaim, ah Hoffein, Heif az Hoffein, 
alas for Hoffein! Some parts of this tragical itory 
are in verfe, and recited or me in a doleful ca- 
Fenee: 


Do each iy of the folemnity, fome particu- 
lar a&t of ‘the ftory i is reprefented by people feleted 
for perfonating the different characters concerned. 
FEffigies, and large machines are carried in procef- 
fion through the ftreets: crowds follow, perfonating 
the armies of Yezzed, and-of Hoflein, each under 
their refpective banners. and enfigns. One pageant 
reprefents the Caliph ° Yezzed {eated on a magnifi- 
cent throne, and furrounded by his guards: every 
part of the machinery, though | conftruéted merely 
for the occafion, is burnifhed with filver and gold ; 
and in point of grandeur, and fplendid {cenery, the 
whole exhibition probably furpaffes the fhowy pro- 
ceffions in the Roman Catholic countries of Eu- 
rope. sag aets 


Ow fome occafions, the facred pigeons, which 
the pious Muffulmans believe carried the news of 
Hoffein’s death to Medina, are reprefented with their 
beaks dipped in blood, as a confirmation of their in- 
telligence : : on other days the horfes, on which 
Hoffein and his brother Abbas, are fuppofed to have 
rode, are e Teprefented to the people, and are 
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as coyered with wounds, and ftuck full of arrows, 
By thefe reprefentations t the zeal of the multitude is 
raifed to a degree ¢ of ardor. approaching: to phrenzy; 
fome voluntarily ini wounds upon themfelves 5 
fome engage in conflidts with daggers and {words, 
and feem to court death; many in the courfe of the 
Mohurrum are flain; and as often as this happens, 
it is their uniform belief, that the fouls of the de- 
ceafed are inftantaneoutly wafted to Paradife. The 
pious Mahommedan, it is faid, abftains ‘almoft en- 
tirely from water during the ten days of this folem; 
“nity, in commemoration of the dreadful fufferings 
endured by ‘this Saint from the want of that ele; 
ment; many abftain | ‘from the bath, ‘and from 
changing their cloaths d bring that period of forrow. 
On the tenth day the coffins of thofe flain in battle 
are brought forth, faired with blood ; on them are : 
laid the {cimitar and turban of the deceafed, adorned 
with feathers. After the corps have been folemnly 
interred, the priefts mount the pulpit, and again read 
‘the tragical hiftory ; and the whole fervice is con 
cluded with pious curfes and imprecations pRon the 
Caliph Yezzed, and. all his adherents, ot 


Hosst1n.—This holy Imaum is believed not only 
to have been a faint, but a.martyr ; and throughout 
the whole hiftory he is dignified with the appellation 
of Shebeed, (martyr). It is their firm belief allo, 
that he foreknew his deftiny, but fuffered a yolun- 
tary death, as an expiation for the fins of all who — 
believe i in his name, and are the faithful, flonan Dy 


i 
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Ali, Ail, therefore, who truly.Jament the death of 


Sot ies te’ Srpes 
their Tmaum m, or pioufly commemorate’ his , fufferings, 
it is held, hall. find acceptance at. the day . of judge- 
ment, and the remifli ion of their fins... So great was 
his. power, it is aflerted, that d Hoffein exercifed 
the divine energy communicate to him, the whole 
iF eS 
world could not have preva ailed a againtt him ; “but on 


his part his fuffering s and gd i TOLD, that 
his Jolowen, mi ight ep oe ig life. __ Hence. a- 
mong t th hg fallow follow eT O. it is an effential point « of 
that at th ‘the day of judgement, Fatima, the mo- 
sr of “the two ‘faints: Haffun and Hoflein, will 7 Bs 

fent herfelf before the throne of God, with the beat 

_ ofthe latter i in-one hand} and. the heart of the. former 
in the other, demanding ‘abfélution and pardon in 
their name, for the followers of Ali; nor is it 


doubted that. Gods grant J her gees 


Pei 








“Tue Iplendor ‘and ‘ma ignificence w Wi which this 
folemnity is obferved in Perla * of nd throughout 
Hindoftan, conftitutes « an article of heavy expence to 
individuals. "The Nabob of Bengal lait year ex- 
pended on the pageantry of. this ceremony what 
would have been an independent fortune to a mo- 
derate man ; and even the common people, his no- 
_minal fubjetts, difcovered a liberality in their contri- 
butions which they never diiplay on any other oc- 


ae == 





A. 


a Franklin’s obfervations on a tour to Pesfia. 
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A ceremony fo fplendid and expenfive, aceomty 
panied with a degree of zeal far more ardent than» 
they have witneffed among themfelves, fails not to 
attra& the notice of Europeans. They generally 
turn out on their firft vifit to India, to fee the fpec- 
tacle and combats during the Mohurrum ; and no 
one who feels an intereft in human happinefs, can 
be an unconcerned {fpettator. The pious mutt la- 
ment, that fo much zeal fhould be direéted to a 
wrong object; and that a faith fo lively fhould be 
unfupported by truth. Every man, friendly to the 

daterefts of virtue, muft regret that future happinels, 
or the favour of heaven, fhould be held up as attain- 


able by other means ta the practice of gt fe or 
es 


In a political view, the elebration of the Mohur+ 
rum for fo long a period as ten days, muft be re- 
garded as pernicious to induftry, and expenfive to 


the people ; while the gentle and humane affections, 


which every good government fhould cherifh, muft: 
be weakened or effaced by the annual reprefentation 
of maffacre and bloodfhed. 


RELIGIOUS © 





RELIGIOUS RITRE 
Seieee cit4e 


Mirzapour, Dec. 12, 1797. 
‘ it 


In order to have a more complete knowledge of the 
practical rites in fuch univerfal refpe& in this coun- 
try, I this day went to hear prayers froma celebrated 
devotee of that clafs, called Faqueers among’ the na- 
tive Mahommedans, and Saniaflee by the Hindoos, 
The profeffion fomewhat refembles that of the Men- 
dicant Friars in Europe: it is affumed by all the 
claffes as well as the Brahmins; and feems to be 
adopted chiefly from indolence and pride operating — 
on weak minds. This religious man has long at- 
tracted the veneration of the ignorant; and the 
means he prattifes for this purpofe feem perfectly 
fuited to operate upon minds of their flender and 
dark complexion, 


ate 


ae rs 
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His face was s painted red, “interfperfed with white 
- patches; his body covered with robes adorned with 
‘fhining hells and rings ; his whole countenance and 
‘manner indicated a mixture of vanity and frantic 
pride which defies language to exprefs. He dif- 
covered evident marks of fatisfaGtion at our coming 
to vifit him; and feemed to entertain no doubt that 
we felt much veneration for his facred perfon. He 
offered up prayers to the Supreme Being, in our fa- 
vour, if thofe howlings and frightful gefticulations 
&, oat he exhibited, can merit that appellation. _ He 
eld feveral holy ‘manufcripts of Sanfcrit Scripture 
in his hands, which he frequently pretended to read, 
but to us he appeare: totally blind, and is faid to 
have never been capaitie Ven in his youth to read 
that language. His Jong beard was of immenfe 
bulk, and plaited with additional hair, fo as to tie fi in 
wreaths ance ity neck, 





pink 


“Tus frantic very of ‘pid tank 7 
ina fmall inclofure ‘referpbling a pig ftye; “and Ope 
pofite to him there ftood a fall altar covered wilh 
various images of the gods, who are the objects of of 
popular worfhip. Behind him ftood a facred COW; 
which the piety of the natives enabled him to keep 
well fed, and in good order. In his company there. 
are always two or three natives, who feemed to feel 
peculiar admiration of his fandiity, an and who, 2 is 
faid, were tecciving initiatory ‘inftru@tion, as a oe e 
paration for embracing the fame profeffion. — 
of beable and of celibacy, are oe taken on 

entering 





2 









ey 
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entering into this holy order, which appear to have: 
been the original of the monaftic vows fo well known 
in Europe. Indeéd, the corruptions of Chriftianity: 
among every ignorant. people, aflume a ftrong re- 
femblance to the fuperttitious obfervances of the 
Hindoos. There is’ in» both ‘the fame. ignorance 
and contempt of moral duties; the fame veneration 
for images, holy water, and frivolous tites ; ~~ the 
fame difcrimination of days, of food; and a fimilar 
mle va iis af sugeaas 


Tue Paper; of whom I now fpeak, on being of- ~ 
fered money, difplays anger, and a contempt for that 
article, too marked to berfincere: his reafons for re- 


fafing it, were however filficiently plaufible: ‘What _ 


need, faid he, have 1 of money? I no fooner appear 
among the people, thantliey’ pioufly fupply me with 
every thing I want; Iam as independent as a king.’ 

When his fmall {tore of fabfiftence is exhaufted, he 


fallies forth from his cell into “the: public market- 


place, ‘uttering the frantic gefticulations and cries of 


a his piety. "There the multitude crowd around, and 


feo _ give. {mall contributions of money and provifions ; 


and fo deep is their ignorance and delufion, that this 
is-a-fource of fupply which he can never exhauft. 
It is extremely unfortunate, that the induftry and 
wealth: of the people fhould thus be fubjeéted to 
a continual wafte, which, in its effeéts, can only 
contribute to confirm their ignorance, and ftrengthen 
the ties of flavery, by adding to them the bonds of: 
igetiortg Hanif any clafs ‘of the bg is pro- 

, Bie hibited | 


2 ere 
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hibited from embracing this idle and pernicious life 5 
and while indolence and pride are predominant fae 
tures in every character of Afia, they mutt operate 
2s powerful motives for its adoption *, 


SEVERAL young perfons attended this religious 
cell, with a view of initiation to its rites; they are 
diftinguifhed by their perfect nakednefs, and the ex- 
pofure of thofe parts of which modefty enjoins the 
concealment. Their numbers are in fome of the 
_\ Upper provinces fo great, that the patient and credu- 

_~ lous liberality of the natives is inadequate to their. 
fupport; from want, therefore, they iffue from their 
retreats in the woodsind mountains, to the annoy- 
ance of all induftry e diftri ; and. their fup- 
preflion by military force is one of the moft frequent 
and arduous efforts of -the-police. 





THEIR number even here: is confiderab e4 
they generally are fingle individuals, they mal i 
violent attacks, upon property. Adjoining the cell, 
which I have attempted to defcribe, there is. another © 
devotee feen fitting in the open. air upon the ruin o 
an old Hindoo temple, which has been undermined 2 
by the Ganges. He alfo is in puris naturalibus, — 
only his body is wafhed over with a compofition: of 
athes and cow dung; and he is remarkable for a vow - 
that he has made of living bpm, afhes as his food, 


Tes 
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This aftonithing violation of the dictates of nature, 
it is faid, he faithfully adheres to, only ufing the ne- 
ceflary precaution of mixing up his afhes with a little 
{weet milk. Sitting in fackcloth and afhes, was a 
well known expreflion of forrow and repentance a- 
mong the Jews: how far they may have been in- 
debted. to the Hindoos for its origin, I do not pre- 
tend to determine. It is certain that many of the 
cuftoms’ of Hindoftan nearly refemble thofe of an- 
cient Egypt -and Judea; and the conjecture that 
thefe nations, and after them the Europeans, have 
derived much of their: knowledge, and many cuf 
toms from India, is daily receiving eftablifhment 
from new facts and refemblances, difcovered in 
this country. ra se : 
Tue antiquity of the Hindoo. religion, learning, 
and civil inftitutions, is,’ 1 believe, at prefent con- 
tefted by no perfon of information ; while the extent 
of their attainments, and the value of their acquifi- 
tions is’ conftantly controverted upon more folid 
grounds. Hardly a fingle art in Europe has de- 
rived its improvement from our knowledge of India. 
The religion, aftronomy, jurifprudence, and moral 
{cience of the country is daily becoming better un- 
derftood, but nothing has yet been found fuperior, 
or even equal to our own. And it is farther to be 
remarked, that every thing valuable in knowledge is 
here confined to the few. From every thing like 
fcience, the vulgar are wholly excluded, as a boon 
to them uncommunicable. To the rational comforts 
: of 
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of religion, they are “utter ftrangers, unlefs the ob- 
fervance of the painful ceremonies of their. fuperfti- 
tion by foothing their terrified imagination, or grati- 
fying their religious pride, can Come or that idee 


Tite exaggerations of Oriental attainments in 
feience and learning, ‘which fo often appear in print, 
are to be afcribed to that admiration and ‘furprife 
with which men view monuments of ancient tafte 
and literature: © Contemptible as the ‘progrefs of ‘ 
Hindoo ‘fcience and religious knowledge has been, ~ 
~ when: compared to the duration of that people, ‘they 

are’ fill entitled to our indulgence and refpeét. For, 
whatever reafon ‘we may-haye to ‘regard the religion 
we profefs, as more dignified i in its origin, and more 
_ rational in its precepts, we | ‘ought not to look upon 
the fincere believers of another, with feyerity or con- 
tempt. ‘To hate or defpife any people;*becaufe they 
do not profefs the fame faith: with ourfelves,/ or be- : 
caufe they have not made the fame attainments ia 
knowledge, is to violate the humane and:liberal {pi- 
it of our own fyftem ; which’ enjoins ‘charity and 
benevolence to all. If, of them to whom much. has 
been’ given, much fhall, be required ; forbearance 
and‘mutual love muft be expeéted from Chriftians ys 
on the moft equitable grounds ; becaufe thefe duties 
conftitute a fundamental ee of their forgery te sin 
Seg my different fuiaures on die seneeantil we 
I have puspofely avoided any difcuffion of their ab- 
{tra thedlogical ~— and their fimilarity or dif 
: ference 
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ference with thofe of Egypt and Greece. Thefe 
enquiries have ever appeared the moft fruitlefs’and 
unprofitable in the whole field of f{cience. To. pur- 
fue the abfurd fictions and puerile wanderings of the 
human mind in rude ages upon’ this niyfterious fub- 
jet, is. a difficult tafk ; and though attainable, is per- 
haps the leaft ufeful upon ° which the mind canbe 
employed. We are as yet too little acquainted with 
-Sanfcrit books, to determine what was the ftate of 


religion’ in Hindoftan in the earlier ages; and when — 


_ amore complete knowledge of thefe writings ‘is at- 
- tained, we fhall probably difcover a few well known 
fentiments difguifed bya mixture of abfurdity and 
error; and fhall find thatethe Hindoos, as ‘well. as 
every other people, have, by the improvements’ of 
fcience, reached the knowWledge of fome ufeful truths, 
while in other. — ae mate been led aftray 
by its illufions. 
oe ti. comfortable to reflet, that amidft fo ees a 
gloom of ignorance and: fuperftition, in which fo 
many millions of our fellow creatures in this part 


of the world are involved, there fhould be found 


fo little fubverfive of fociety, and fo much that 
feems to promote its ends. Human - victims to ‘ap- 
~peafe divine wrath, are not now often facrificed in 
any part of Hindoftan, whatever might have been 
practifed in ruder periods. The offerings made at 
the oe oe confitt of money, fruit, flowers, rice, 

pie : a ane pees 
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incenfe, and. fpices,..with the offering * made .at the 
new and full: moon; on account of the dead, called 
the fradha. =i seiteeea 


In, their facred writings, mention is made. of. the 
facrifice of the Horfe, of the White Elephant, of the 
Bull, and even’ of Man: but the’animal to. be faeri- 
ficed-muft, to. be acceptable, have fo many. peculia- . 
rities; that it-can’mever be found... This -humane 
commentary of the Brahmins precludes the-exetcife 
of cruelty +. eesti 


Iv is fortunate, that in a country where the great 

body of the people aréGccupied by the rites of a 

worthip fo grofs and-illiberal, a few fhould retain.a, 
knowledge of the Supreme Being, and worfhip him 

without the intervention. of images, in a. manner 

fuited to his nature. The followers, of the Nat- 
ganny Pooja, or worthip of the invifible, are deifts; 

men of cultivated minds, on whom the grofs fables 


of the Brahmins have no hold. . One of them, a ae 


perfon’ of rank and property in Calcutta, informed 


me, that feveral men.of rank and education were of 


that perfuafion, and acknowledged no deitics but the 
Creator and Governor of the world; whofe fervice 


_was the obfervance of the laws of morality. In eve- ~ 


ry country, the. progrefs of knowledge moderates, 
: and 


Meade Cestglens of the mannets of the Hindoos. 


+ Afiatic Refearches, Sir W. Jones’ Difcourfes, 
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and fometimes overpowers. anagem ancien the 
fuperior ranks. 


Tene: faperftition mixes with ‘every action of 
an Hindoo’s life, yet there are ftated times for public 
worfhip, at which the people, after having bathed, _ 
refort to the temple. When they come fromthe - 
‘Tank, they leave their flippers on its bank, and are 
admitted to a veftibule before the temple, where the 
idols are placed. There amidft the profound re- 
verence of the people, the Brahmins perform the 
ceremonies of worfhip; whilft the dancing women 
perform their exercife in the court, finging at the 
fame time the praifes of the divinity, to the found of 
yarious inftruments. 


Tue Hindoos, ift the exercife of individual and 
private devotion, as well as public, found a bell, 
and blow a conch or fhell. There too, they have 
an idol of gold, or filver, or wood, placed’ upon 
a throne; a cenfer is kept continually burning. 
' "The idol is wafhed in a metal bafon; and cups 
containing rice, fruit, and fweetmeats, are placed 
before it; in the mean time, the worfhipper is re- 
peating his prayers; and the Brahmin, after having 
marked the forehead of the idol with a colouring 
fubftance, impofes a fimilar one on the worfhipper. 
Hence, in walking along the ftreets, you meet the 
people with marks of various fhapes and colours, 
according to the fect. and tribe of each. The 


—— 
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~ getemony.concludes. by dividing the fruit and fweet. — 
meats among thofe prefent, and carefully wrapping 
up the idol and:his throne, which are laid up fill 
another ac of worfhip is to be performed. 





oF 


&y THE CRUELTY Of THE MAHOMMEDANS IN INDIA: 
eee ee ere 


Allahabad, 1798. 

Tur muffulman, probably owes his ignoratice of all 
polite learning, more tothe exclufive zeal and bigot- 
try of his religious fyftem, than to any defeét of na- 
ture. All knowledge but that of the Coran, to him 
appeats not only profane;*but heretical and finful. 
Thofe who differed from the all-fufficient fyftem of 
his faith; were deemed hot merely contemptible, but 
odious: thence his pious enthufiafm decreed war and 
deftruétion againft mankind, and the recorded know- 
ledge of paft ages. A competent knowledge of the 
arts and fciences, befides its intrinfic value, and the 
immediate advantages it confers upon fociety, gene- 
tally beftows alfo its beft ornaments. Generofity; 
politenefs and humanity, have always been the at- 
tendants, if not the effects of literature. 


Scilicet ingenuas didiciffe fideliter artes 
Emollit mores, nec finit effe feros. 


6g “Hab 
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Hap the Roman poet lived in our days, he might 
have illuftrated his maxim by the hiftory of the Mo- 
guls: their ignorance and contempt of learning has 
ever been accompanied with cruelty and barbarity to 
the vanquifhed. When that people, under Zengis, 
had {ubdued the northern provinces of China, it was 
ferioufly propofed, not in the hour of victory and 
paffion, but in calm deliberate council, to extermi- 
nate all the inhabitants of that populous country. 
The execution of this horrid defign was averted, by 
the dextrous management of a mandarin, who en- 
gaged their avarice in behalf of his countrymen, by 
reprefenting the immenfe riches thefe provinces woul 
yield by thé produce of their manufactures. 





_* In the cities of Afia, fays Mr Gibbon *, the in- 
human abufe of the rights of war, was exercifed with 
a regular form of difcipline: The inhabitants who: 
had fubmitted to their difcretion, were ordered to evae 
cuate their hougs, and to affemble in fome. plain ad- 
jacent to the city ; when a divifion was made of the 
vanquifhed into three parts. The firft clafs confilted 
of the foldiers of the garrifon, and of the young ; men 
capable of bearing arms; and their fate was inftantly 
decided : They were either enlifted among the Mo- 
guls, or they were maffacred.on the fpot,. who, with. 
pointed fpears, and bended bows, had formed a ¢if- 
cle round the captive multitude. The fecond clafs 


NS pe J 


* Decline and fall of the Roman empire, vol. 34, p. 367+ 
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compofed of the young and beautiful women, of the 
artificers of every rank and profeflion, of the more 
wealthy or honourable citizens, from whom a private 
ranfom might be expected, was diftributed in equal 
and proportionable lots, The remainder, whofe life 
or death was alike ufelefs to the conquerors, were per- 
mitted to return to the city ; which in the mean time 
had been ftripped of its valuable furniture ; and a 
tax was impofed on thofe wretched inhabitants for the 
piueraom breathing their-native air. 


<< Sucu was the behaviour of the Moguls, when 
they were not confcious of any extraordinary rigour, 
But the moft cafual provocation, the flighteft motive 
of caprice or convenignce, (he might have added 
zeal) often provoked them-to mailacre a whole people. 
The ruin of fome flourathing cities was executed with 
fuch unrelenting perfeverance, that, according to their 
own expreffion, horfes might run without {tumbling 
on the ground where they once flood. The: three 
_ great capitals Khoraflan, Maru, Neifabour, and Herat, 
were deftroyed- by the armies of Zengis; and the 
exact account, which was taken of the flain, amount- 


ed to 4,347,000 perfons.” 





Timur, the founder of the dynafty laely on the 
throne, was educated in a lels barbarous age, and in 
the profeffion of tise Mahomedan faith ; but the zeal 
of the miffionary feems to have filenced the dictates 
of humanity. His . profeft admirer and hiftorian, 


Sherefeddin Aly, informs us that he matiacred in-his 
camp 
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camp before Delhi, 100,000 Indian prifoners whe 
had fmiled when the army of their countrymen ape 
peared in their fight. Several lofty towers were erec- 
ted by him of human {cylls; and, for thefe ftructures, 
Hfpahan furnifhed 70,000, while Bagdat was condem- 
ned after a revolt to fupply 90,000 heads*. In imi- 
_ tating fuch favage montfters of his nation, the celebrat- ” 
ed Attila might juftly affume the well-earned epithet 
of the Scourge of God, as a title of his royal dignity. 
Did not our own experience, and the prefent condué 
of the Moguls, fo ftrongly countenance thefe facts 
recorded in hiftory, it would be almoft injpoffible to 
yield our affent to their truth. Since the arrival of 
many Europeans now. in India, a€tions ‘equally bar- 
barous have been committed under their eye, though 
the weaknefs of the. prefent. Mahommedan princes 
may have confined the’ extent of their cruelty toa 
narrower fpace. The fortune of war has placed feve- 
‘ral European and native detachments in the power of 
Hyder Ali and of Tippoo, and the treatment they in 
general received was equally inhuman, and perhaps 
as incredible as any of the above. In detailing facts 
that fo deeply affect the chara¢ter of a whole people, 
you have aright to the beft authority. “1 fhall gladly 
relieve myfelf from the refponfibility, by giving you 
the very words of a refpeétable officer, who has been 
himfelf a witnefs to the fufferings he defcribes, and 
which he has had the misfortune to fhare. 
* Idem, in a note, p. 368. io) pot ae 


> 
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~ Tue Chief, to whom Colonel Baillie held up 
the flag- of truce, treated it at firft with contempt, 
and at the fame time endeavoured to cut of the Co- 2 
lonel. A’ few minutes after this; our men received 
orders to lay down their arms, with an intimation 
that quarter would be granted. This order was no 
fooner complied with, than the enemy rufhed upon 
them in the moft ferocious manner :. feven eighths of 
the whole were put to the fword; and but for the 
humane interpofition of the French commanders, 
Lally and Pimoran, who implored and infifted with 
the conquerors to fhew mercy, the gallant remains 
of our little army muft have fallen a facrifice to that 
favage thirft of blood with-which the tyrant difgraced 
his victory. ae 


“ Waite the enemy’s horfeand elephants march- 
ed again and again in barbarian triumph over the 
field of battle, the wounded and bleeding Englith, - 
who were not inftantly trodden to death by the feet 
of thefe animals, lingered out a miferable exiftence, 
expofed in the day to the burning rays of the verti- 
cal fun, and in the night to the ravages of foxes, 
jackals, and tigers, allured to that horrid fcene by 
the feent of human blood. Many officers, as well 
as privates, ftripped of all that they had, after pro- 
fracting hour after hour, and day after day, in 
pain, miferably perifhed: others rifing, as it were 
from the dead, after an incredible lofs of blood, 
which induced for a time the mot perfe& infenfi- 
bility and ftupefaction, found means to rejoin their 
eee friends 
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friends in chains, with whom they were deftined for 
years to fhare the horrors of a jail, rendered ftilk 
more dreadful by frequent apprehenfions of that af- 
faffination, which -they had the moft undoubted 
proofs, had. been prattifed on numbers of their fel- 
iow fufferers, difperfed in different places of con= 
finement, throughout the dominions of a barbarous 


enemy. 


“© Many of thefe unfortunate officers were, in fact, 
gut off by poifon, after fuffering every indignity 

which the moft wanton cruelty can infli&. Under 
thefe hardfhips, feveral died, and were caft, not into 
@ grave, but into a jungle, where the jackals de- 
‘voured their emaciated! ‘Garcafes. Some were driven 
to madnefs, a few were compelled to embrace, at 
leaft outwardly, the Mahommedan religion, and 
were forced to fubmit to the difgraceful rite of imi- 
tiation. ‘This was in general the fate of the boys; 
who were intended-to recruit and improve the army 
of the conqueror, . Their lot was, perhaps, the molt — 
excruciating of all; fince it was embittered, not 
merely by perfonal fuffering, but by a. feeling of 
degradation and felf-reproach for their involuntary 
apoftacy. As often as they were feen by their coun- 
trymen, from the jail, performing the exercife under 
the lath. of their mafters, and in Mahommedad 
drefs, tears of fhame, tather than from pain, were 
feen to drop from their eyes. oe 


B: Se 
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“THar this treatment was not more charatteriftic 
of the tyrant’s cruelty, than that of his flaves, the 
prifoners witneffed many mortifying proofs. The 
men who carried the doolies of the fick, as well as 
fome others of the lower cafts of ipediple” in Hyder’s 
dominions, frequently reviled them in terms” too 
grofs to be repeated. They told them that they 
fhould be forced to eat their own dung, and ex- 
preffed their hope, “* that when they Fete at*the | 
place? of deftination; Hyder would not fail to put 
them to death.” 


You will, from declamations you hear againft 
European rapacity in thé_Eaft, be led to attribute 
thefe feverities to the ‘antipathy, or revenge of the 
Myforean king ; but it does not appear, that in fimi- 
lar circumftances, he would. ‘have treated his coun- 
trymen, or even his own ‘fubje€ts with greater hu- 
manity. ‘The emperors of Hindoftan have always — 
been in the habit of treating their enemy ‘with cruel- 
ty; and the head of ‘a: fallen foe has ever been the 
- moft grateful prefent a dutiful fubje& could offer to 
his fovereign. Stratagems, treafons,° and maffacre, 
comprehend the whole fcope and range of Indian 
politics; nor is the man who fuccefsfully practifes 
them, regarded with fo much abhorrence as admi- 
ration. “When a defpot dies, hereditary fucceffion is 
not fo invariably the rule of fupplying the vacant 
throne, as the power or addrefs of the competitors : 
and the elevation of a fon to the Mufnud is the 
Jaap his brothers, During the moft 

flourifhing 
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flourifhing period of the Mogul Empire, the hype- 
critical Aurengzebe wrefted the fceptre from his own 
father *; and imprifoned him for life in ‘his palace, 
by the inftrumentality of his grandfon. While the 
ufurper committed this outrage againft filial duty, 
he was religioufly worfhipping at the tomb of his 
grandfather Acber ; and, as the reward of his trea- 
fon, he enjoyed the throne of Hindoftan for near half 
a century, and tranfmitted his name as an examples 
not as a warning, to his pofterity. The prefent em- 
peror, after having his eyes put out by his rebellious 
fubjects, fuffered daily indignities worfe than death 
to a mind of any peal: 


Tue prefent Nabob. of Gude, after the cena 
of his brother, had frequent attempts made againit 
his life by poifon ; which -he.endeavoured in vain to — 
retaliate in the fame manner; nor have either of 
thefe intended affaffins fost the efteem or alle- 
giance of their fubjeéts. It is firmly believed, that 
the fhort reign of Vizier Ali, which intervened be- 
tween that of the brothers, was marked by two dif- 
, ferent attempts to murder the Englith officers, and 
the Governor-General. Colonel Dow, unable to de- 
ny this propenfity to cruelty, or controvert fuch @ 
train of faéts, endeavours to palliate it by urging the © 
neceflity laid upon every individual of royal birth, 
who has no alternative between a throne or a graves 

. __ but 


* Shab Jehan; vide Dow's Hift. Hindot. 
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OF SOME DETACHED CUSTOMS AMONG THE NATIVES, 


@essoeveevoe? 


_ Mirzapour, Dec. 9, 1798. 


Aw European on firft beholding the cottages of the 
Hindoos, is ftruck with the meannefs of their ap- 
pearance. The whole ftock of furniture and clothing — 
_of a family, make a very humble ftore to fupply the 
wants of fix or eight perfons : but thefe wants are in _ 
general proportioned to the means of fupply, and in 
a year of ordinary plenty, a native of this country is 
not much more at a lofs for the neceffaries of life 
thanan European. A family that has never drank any 
thing ftronger than water, nor eat a more fubftantial 
meal than rice and vegetables, is placed as nearly as 
human beings can be beyond the reach of fortune. 


Amunst all their penury, therefore, the Hindoos _ 
apparently enjoy a larger fhare of domeftic comfort — 
than could be looked for in fuch weaneesnee: 
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The members of a family, like thofe of the ftate, pay 
implicit fubmiffion to the head of it; and look up to 
him with great refpe&t. There are here few inftances 
of undutifulnefs to parents ; fo far otherwife, a fon 
will not fit down in the prefence of his father, un- 
lefs he receives his command fo to do. The women 
are remarkable for gentlenefs and fubmiflion: their 
feclufion from fociety is, among the lower ranks, but 
partially inforeed*, and where it is moft_rigid- 
ly adhered to, probably occafions little regret, as 
ideas of happinefs are much influenced by habit ; and 
a Hindoo female is equally furprifed how enjoyment 
fhould be found in company, as an European lady 
canbe at her bearing the-horrors of confinement. 
“Ae few of the-afperities of life, and ftrangers 
to ambition, a native family enjoys not only tranquil- 
lity, but contentment and cheerfulnefs ; and even 
under defpotic government, is perhaps lefs frequently 
difturbed in its noifelefs tenor of life, than one in the 
fame fphere in Europe. 


Inthe private merrymakings of the Hindoos, great 
ufe ig made of mufical inftruments, as well as vocal 
ast performances. 


* From every enquiry I have made of the inhabitants inthe 
interior parts of India, I find where there are few flrangers they 
do not confinetheir women. The people are naturally fhy, and 
from religious prejudices refrain from intercourfe with ftran- 
gers. Dr Robertfon is probably weil founded in his conjeCture, 
that the degree of reftraint in which the Hindoo women are 
kept, is borrowed from their Mahommedan conquerors, me 


# 
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performances, ‘The airs are fimple and not unplea- 
fant. - Fire works have been a principal amufement 

at public rejoicings from the earlieft periods, Fire 
balls, or blue lights, employed i in befieged places, to” 
obferve the motions and pofitions of the enemy du- 
ring the night, are in ufe all over India, and in 
greater perfection than in Europe. In thofe parts 
that have'never been vifited by Europeans or Ma- 
hommedans, rockets aré found, a2 weapon almoft of 
univerfal ufe in Indian war. This inftrument con- 
fifts of atube of iron about eight inches long, and 
an inch anda half in diameter, clofed at one end. 

Tt is filed and faftened to a bamboo about the thick- 
niefs of a walking care; and about four feet long, 
- which is pointed withiren. At the oppofite end of 
the tube from this. point, is the match y the mam 
who ufes it, points thé“ehd' of the fhaft which is thod 
with iron, to the objet at which he aims; and’ fet- 
ting fire to the match, it flies off with great velocity. 
From the irregularity of its motion, the rocket is 
difficult to be avoided, and it fometimes aéts with 

confiderable effect, ety among cavalry. 





Trt late embafly to China, has eftablithed- the 
great proficiency made by that people, _ in every 
fpecies of fire-work, and particularly in their noGtur- 
nal illuminations ; yet it does not appear, that either 
they or the Hindoos were acquainted with the ule of Ke 
artillery before the Europeans. In the Gentoo laws, _ 
there is a prohibition of the ufe of fire arms, ‘but ’ the: 
words fo tranflated, may ‘be equally —_— = 
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arms of fire. Mention is made in Sanfcrit of fhe. 
tagney, or the weapon that kills an hundred men at 
once, which has been tranflated cannon; but thefe 
expreflions afford hardly any proof the Hindoos 
being poffeffed of fuch a difcovery. Guns are now 
ufed over all Hindoftan, and had they been equally 
common at the period when the country was firft vific- 
ed by Europeans, there can hardly be a doubt that 
they would have attracted their obfervation, 


Tue final folution of that queftion which has been 
confiderably agitated of late, whether the eaftern or 
European nations firft underftood the ufe of firearms, 
will probably reft in favour of the latter ; a fubftance 
_ poffefling many of the properties of gun powder, was 
known in Afia long“ previous to its difcovery in 
Europe, but it does not appear to have been applied 
much to the improvement of the art of war, and for 
the ufe of artillery, not at all. 


Severaw changes in that art are however certainly 
introduced in Afia. ‘The ufe of chariots is frequent- 
ly mentioned in the Sanfcrit writings, and from thefe 
it appears that the infantry were placed in the center, © 
cavalry on each flank of the army, and beyond thefe 
_ chariots of war. 

THE 


* Vide the Heetopades, tranflated by Mr Wilkins. Quia- 
tus Curtius mentions the fame faét, lib. 3. c. £4. 
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- Tue Hindoo code contains feveral regulations, 
which may be regarded as their law of nations, and 
which chara¢terifes them as.a humane, and in fome 
_ ¥efpeéts a civilized people. It prohibits not only the 
weapons termed fire-arms, but all. poifoned inftru- 
ments. It forbids alfo violence to all incapable of 
defence, or who folicit quarter. It forbids the 
flaughter of any one who has no means of efcape; 
of a perfon who is fitting down; of him who is na- 
ked, or afleep; and in fhort of every perfon not acs 
tually engaged in hoftilities, 


. "Tue inftitutions of the Hindoos, like thofe of eve- - 
ry other nation in an imperfeét ftate of improvement, 

retain, along with thefe-humane provifions, an un- — 
feemly mixture of their=priftine barbarifm. . Trial 


"by ordeal, which was. formerly fo common.among 


the half civilized nations of Europe, {till keeps its 
place in the Hindoftanee code: various -{pecies of 
this trial are there particularized, and the precife — 
_mode of condu@ting them defined. Fire or water is 
moft ufually employed, but other methods are fome- — 
times adopted by choice of the parties *. ..A perfom’ - 
of rank being accufed of correfponding with the _ 
enemy in time of war, thus writes; * Let my accufer 
be produced; let. me fee him face to face; let the 
moit venemous fnakes be put into a pot ;.let us put — 
our 


* Vide Afiatic Refearches, where this mode’of trialis de 
feribed at large, = epcarees 
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our hands into’ it together; let it be covered for a 
certain time ; and he who remains’ unhurt fhall be 
innocent.” ge tees 


A mode of trial which leaves the decifion of a 
caufe to chance, or the immediate interpofition of a 
miraculous power, certainly indicates a ftate of fo- 
ciety not far advanced in the fcience of jurifpru- 
dence. “Yet when the caufe is perplexed, fuch an 
appeal feems natural enough to a fimple people. It 
was adopted by the Jews in an early period: and 
among them it was accompanied, as it is here, with 
all the folemnity of a religious ceremony, to render 
it more awful and imprefhve-upon the minds of the 
parties. : cis 


Tere feems to be 2 confiderable fimilarity be- 
tween fome of the rites and religious obfervances of 
the Jews and the eaftern nations. ‘The Sanniaffes or 
Faqueers, who feparate themfelves from the reft of 
mankind, in confequence of a vow, refemble the 
Nazarites among the Jews, whofe condutt was “re: 
gulated by certain legal injunctions. Vide Numb. 
ch. ii. v. 2. Speak unto the children of Lfrael, and 
fay unto them, when cither’man or woman fhall fe- 
parate themfelves to vow a vow of a Nazarite, to fe- 
parate themfelves unto the Lord, &c.”—v. 5. “ All 
the days of the vow of his feparation there fhall no 
razor come upon his head; until the days be ful- 
filled, in which he feparateth to the Lord, he thall 
be holy, and fhall let the locks of the hair of his 

=e = head 
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head grow.”—v. 6. “ All the days that he feparateth 
himfelf unto the Lord he {hall come at no’ dead 
body.”” This particular relating to approaching a 
dead body, is ftri@ly a part of Hindoo manners at 
prefent. A party coming from the Ganges with 
water, if met by a dead perfon carried thither,. pour 
out the water as impure, and bring another load. 


Tue law of retaliation was obferved among both 
nations: both were difpofed to fubftitute certain 
rites, inftead of religious duty : circumcifion is the 
_ Anitiatory ceremony to the religion of both; anda 
Jew, as well as a Muffulman, refted his hope of fal- 
‘vation upon that, and-other obfervances equally fri- 
volous. It required {trong efforts on the part of the 
firft teachers of Chriftianity, to convince the former 
that re&titude of condud “was of more importance 
than outward fhow ; and that * neither circumeifion 
~ Mor uncircumcifion availeth any thing, but a new 
creature.” We find that they, as well as other u- 
informed nations, paid a fuperttitious regard to cet 
tain days, and entertained an averfion to certain {pe- 
cies of food; though in this they were not ¢n- 
couraged, but difavowed by their beft teachers who — 
declared ‘their fafts, their new moons *, and:theif 
fabbaths to be an abomination.” ~Thé fimple 
dodrine which teaches to “ ceafe todo evil, and 


* The Muffulmans, ‘as well as the Jews, paya kin a : F wor ; 
thip to the new moon, a Bes pr ee ee 





a 
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OF THE STATE OF LITERATURE AMONG THE NATIVES 
OF INDIA. 


Allahabad,’ Fuly 17976 





“Tue learning of the Hindoos and Muffulmans, as 
to.the quantum of it,’ Ha3'of Jate been the fubjeét of 
“much difcuflion. Parties haye been formed, each 
with a fyftem to defend ; one carrying their preten-— 
fions to knowledge above all reafonable bounds; — 
and the other attempting to depreciate their attain- 


ments in fcience to a ftandard, perhaps, lower than 
the truth, ig 


Few of their books have yet been tranflated into. 
the European languages, or made the objects of im- 
partial criticifm. All their ftock of knowledge, 
whether great or fmall, is confined to the various — 
manufcripts, either preferved in the public libraries, 
or in the cabmet of the learned. ee 

| a : Tae 
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Tue art of printing being unknown, or at leaft 
never practifed, literature in India has always necel- 
farily been confined to a very narrow circle: the 
author of Seir Mutakhareen, giving an account of the 
learned men who flourifhed in the time of Ali Verdi 
Khan, furnifhes a few hints that will ferve as a bafis 
_ for’ forming an impartial eftimate of the ftate of Ma- 

- hommedan literature. ‘Whether his prejudices led 

him to overlook the Hindoo fages of that period, or 
whether their want of merit rendered them unwor- 

thy of his notice, is a point which we do not venture 
~ to decide: the fa&t is certain that he particularizes 
none of the unbelievers. 


Tae firft of this iluftrious body who decorated 
the reign of Ali Verdi,.was..Moluvy * Naflyr, born 
in the province of Behar. “This man, we are told, 
was “a fcholar of fo’ great credit, that he followed 
his mafter into Perfia; and though his poverty obli- 
ged him to walk all the way on foot, he did not 
omit a leffon any one day.” His attainments are faid 
to have correfponded* with this ardour of purfuit : 
for he is reprefented as profoundly verfed in aftro- 
“Nomy} mathematics, and algebra. We attained to 
the ‘rank of  fecond meflenger from the’ Perfian 
Court, to carry its difpatches to the governors on the 
‘frontier ‘provinces towards India... He returned at 
laft to India, where he obtaineda jaghir in -his na- 

tive 


soe Molavy is the title éottefponding to Dottor. 
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tive PUES near Patna, where his pofterity now 
live.” 

Sucu is the account given of this great man, by 
Golam Hoflein Khan. With regard to his aftrono- 
my and algebra, it is to be obferved, that thee . 
{ciences were chiefly employed in calculating nati- 
vities, and prediting future events, from the pofition 

_ of the heavenly bodies. According to-this author’s 
own teftimony, every prince or governor of a pro- 
vince kept in his retinue a number of aftrologers, 
whom he confulted on every enterprize, nor would 
they move from their ftation on the moft urgent bu- 


finefs till a favourable hour_had been decided upon - 


_ by thefe fages. Even at préfent, after two hundred _ 

years intercourfe with the Englifh, their appetite for 
divination and prophecy has not much abated. The 
Nabob of Oude confults his aftrologers what drefsit 
will be moft lucky to appear in each day; at what — 


door he is to go out, and by which to enter his pa- 


lace after an excurfion. The pooreft of the people 
will ftrip off their rags to engage a fortune-teller to 
declare their future deftiny; and for this they will ; 
part with a dinner, though they may not have a meal Z 
befides. Probably the greateft merit of the cele- — 
brated Moluvy Naffyr confifted in his knowing the 
language of the north of India, and interpreting t@ 
men in office from the Perfian Gout... a 


‘Tits panegyrift declares that he became * a pro 
ficient in the whole circle of the f{ciences,” aged 
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the mathematics as one fource of his renown; how- 
ever you will recolle&, that as there were at this 
period no fort regularly conftructed in India, nor 
any tolerable train of artillery, the Rev. Moluvy’s 
mathematics muft have been chiefly fpeculative, 


THE next in rank among the Mahommedan 
fcholars, is the fon of Naflyr, Daood Aaly Khan. 
It is faid of him, “ that. having obtained the whole 
paternal eftate, by the partiality of his father, he 
portioned it out among the different members of the 
family, in the manner regulated by the laws of 
God*.” 


_. Arter having in this manner arranged his affairs, 
wwe are informed, ‘ that-he felt himfelf fired with a 

defire of vifiting the gate of the pontif of this world}: 
of beholding the completion of muffulmanifm +; and 
of kiffing the threfhold of that door which is watch- 
“ed by hofts of angels §. ; 
AFTER having enjoyed to his contentment the 
meafure of happinefs after which his heart panted, he 
returned to the place of his nativity, and pafled away 
his time in affifting the Seyds and neceflitous j.. In 
; the 


t 


* That is of the Coran, 
+ Nedjef. t Mecca. 
_-§ Medina, where is the tomb of Mahomet. 
-- ff Seyds are the defcendents of Ali. 
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the number of caufes daily brought before him for 
his decifion, for he was both a cafuift and a magif- 
trate, his fole view was to cut fhort differences to 
the fatisfa€tion of both parties. He alfo contented 
himfelf with his legal fees; and this pittance, joined 
to his portion of the paternal eftate, he managed with - 
fo much economy, as to enable him to relieve the 
needy, and to adminifter comfort to widows and ot- 
phans whom he admitted to his table; without at- 
tempting to live on better fare in private — 


Tris alludes to the’ Indian method of giving enter- 
tainments : which if judged by our notions, is ftrong-— 
ly marked with indelic&ty. The guefts all fit upon 
a iquare carpet; thé mafter of the feaft being placed — 
at the north fide. A ntinber of feparate dithes are 
placed before hith' iid’ a “different affortment lels 
delicate along the two fidés, according to the rank 
of the gubite. Towards the farther end of the cat 
petting, the guefts of inferior note are feated, and 
the difhes are, before them, greatly inferior both im 
number-and quality. This management fo inde~ 
licate, according to our ideas, was confpicuous even 
at the tables of the moft illuftrious‘Romans. A differ- 
eat [pecies of bread, and an inferior wine, were ferv- 
ed to the guelts, from that ufed by the giver of we 
entertainment. Vide Juvenal. Sat. 













& i aa be difficult” fays the biographer on 
this fabje€t, ‘ to give him all the praife he deferves, 
nor does the hiftorian find any hefitation i bee cknov 
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ledging the impotence of his pen upon that extenfive 


fubject. ** It, however, ought. not to be-omitted, » 


that after his return, and after having kifled the fac-. : 
red and fublime threfhold, he altered his name. from 


Daood Aali Khan, to that of Zair Hofftin Khan, 


which he then aflumed, and ever pe eerie) in the 


aCaBets:: 








Ir is common after a pilgrimage to aflume a new 


name, withifthe ‘title of faint; thefe namés are ftilh 


more fantaftical than thofe appellations of our faints 
in the days of Oliver Cromwell. One perfon at Ala- 
habad affumed the name of Shahcotta, or faint dog, 
the female of which cottee; has fometimes been the 
title of religious women; ame, however much it 


may be concealed from therticligious devotees them- 
‘felves, feems to be the gréatend of their. peregrina- 


tions, and vanity the motive for undertaking them.=:: |. 


k 


Tus account which is written-with fome eloquence > 


and much fimplicity, I have: confiderably abridged ; 


whatever imprtflion it makes with regard: to the> 
learning of the venerable perfon mentioned, it offers 


a very favourable idea of his moral character, and 


therefore the Moluvy will command efteem from + 
thofe who may, think. differently from the noble » 


author on ithe fubject of his learning. 


Tue third ornament of this period, according to 


‘ 


our author, “ was Meer Mahmod Alim, one of the - 


_ bad 


moft virtuous and bates venerable perfons of. Azima-. o 
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bad (Patna). His knowledge was in much repute, 
and his compofitions in much efteem and celebrity ; 
_ but I cannot fpeak a -tegg 2 of them, having no Lies 
fonal knowledge of either.’ 


Tuts {ketch is truly charatteriftic of the learned 
in a country where the art of printing is unknown. 
An author of firft celebrity has never been read by 
a learned nobleman, who was almoft his contempo- 
rary. The Perfian news paper, (Acber iis fill in 
manufcript, after an intercourfe with Europe of two 
hundred years. 


* Ménuvy Mahméd Aaref i is the fourth of the lite 
tary characters of the age; he was eminent for know- 
ledge, and one of thofe men fond of corners and re- 

‘tirement. He died early:in the reign of Aliverdi : 
Khan, and was entombed in the caftle of Azimabad*y i 


eae 





4 


“Tue fifth was Meer Ruftem-aaly, a man ‘atsiod 
with his = but Rot deftitute it {cience- and 





- 


* The tombs of religious muffulmans are vifited by peiere : 
and are. illuminated by perpetual lamps, eet ina niche at the 
end. ~~ 
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by thofe perfons, that much frequent religious men*. 
I know him but little : he paffed for a man verfed in 
the Coran, and capable of all the fubtleties of ex- 
planation. 


“ Tur fixth learned perfon was Shah Mahmed-a- 
men, who lived in celibacy ; a man much verfed in 
the Coran, and fo very intelligent, as to be inferior 
only toan angel. Intent both interiorly and exteriorly 
on thelfervice of God, he feemed brim-full of the rays 
of bis maker's love}. His words and actions made fo 
much impreflion on my mind, that when I went on 
the fame of his charaéter to pay him a vifit, I felt 
within myfelf on entering his dwelling, fuch a difguft 
at the avocations of this'world, and fo ftrong an in- 
clination to abandon this borrowed habitation, and 
to addi& myfelf wholly to the love of God, that I 
had nearly taken a final refolution on that fubjett. 
He paffed the night in adoration and mortification, 
always awake, and fleeping by day hardly a fingle 
hour. His dwelling was conftantly thronged by vifi- 
tors ; while he was fo intent upon the object of his 
love, and pronounced the ejaculation, O my beloved! 
with fuch emphafis, and drew from his breaft fuch 
deep fobs, that the hearts of his vifitors were fet on 
fire. Shah-Mahmed his mafter was celebrated at Azi- 

Kk mabad 





vs Soveteign princes paid vifits to learned, men; and _ prof: 
trated themfelves before them; and when vifited by them, 
they went to meet them, and placed them on the fame mufnnd. 
+ Perfian idiom, preferved in this phrafe. 


. 
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mabad for miracles and prodigies; and he for reading 
lectures publicly, when his temper foftened, for he 
was fomewhat rough and paffionate.” 


Tuere are a few other fages celebrated by this hif- 
torian, but it is probable that you have by this time 
formed a tolerablyaccurate notion of the ftate of {cience 
among the conquerors of India: their celebrity is ac- 
quired and upheld by means exactly fimilar to thofe 
practifed by our faints in the darkeft ages of papal ig- 
norance. ‘The fame merit is attached to their celibacy, 
their retirement from the world, their miracles and 
their devotion: and. a fimilar reverence, or rather 
worfhip is paid to theirlathes,.as our learned and 
pious anceftors paid to thofe of St Dunftan, or Tho- 
mas 4 Becket. dB 





Tue fame of faintfhip and profound learning, is per- 
haps more éafily acquired among the higheft claffes in 
Afia, than it.ever was in Europe among the vulgar: 
for it is to be remembered, that the worthies here cele- 
brated all lived in the prefent age, were of the higheft 
rank, and enjoyed the admiration of princes. 


No notice is taken of any Hindoos of literature by 
this author : nor is this probably owing to his bigot- 
ted attachment to Mahommedanifm ; it does not ap- 
pear that there are any at prefent of fufficient merit 
to entitle them to a place in his lift, fuch as it is. 


WHEN — 
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Wuewn fuch are the acquifitions of men of the 
higheft rank and learning, you may conjecture the. 
deplorable ftate of ignorance in which the great body 
of the people are involved. They are deluded and 
plundered by every rude pretender: ‘to fandtity * 
their religion confifts wholly of rites, and their fcience 
of charms, To gain their admiration, it is fufficient 
to aflume a — drefs,, and. to utter fobs and 


ee 


deni Fazel, the minifter of Acber, fubmitted to 
the tuition of learned pundits, for. many years, and 
has written an abftract of Hindoo fcience at once in- 
fipid, fubtle, and unintelligible *. The fame thing 
happened, to Dara Sheko, the elder brother of Au- 
rengzebe, who, after. many years profound refearch, 
has left a fketch of his attainments, that demonftrates 
nothing fo much as the futility of his purfuit. 


Sir William Jones himfelf, who carried on the 
ftudy of Sanfcrit literature ‘with greater fuccefs than 
any other man, feems often bewildered, and becomes 
unintelligible to himfelf in purfuing thefe fubtleties 
and conceits, which have been dignified with the 
name of fcience : and it may fafely be affirmed that | 
on no fubje& did he ever beftow fo much labour, 
and derive fo little ufeful knowledge. In a paper 
upon this fubjeét, communicated to the Society in 
Calcutta, 


7 
' 


- * Jt is contained in the 3d vol. of Ayeen Achery. 
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Calcutta, he thus concludes: ‘ It refults from this 
analyfis, (of Hindoo literature,) that the Veda, Upa- 
veda, Vedanga, Purana; Derma, and Derfana, are 
the fix great faftras, in which all knowledge, divine 
and human is fuppofed to be comprehended. When- 
ever we direct our attention to Hindoo literature, 
the notion of infinity prefents itfelf; and the longeft 
life would not be fufficient for the perufal of near 
500,000 ftanzas in the puianos, with a million more, 
perhaps, in the other works before mentioned.” 





Se 





OF THE DISTRIBUTION OF JUSTICE, 


pS seem eee eee ee 





Tue police of eid; ag conduéted by the later em- 
perors of Hindoftan, forms an important fubject of 
- enquiry. The principles of it were meant to be ad- 
hered to by the Europeans who fucceeded to their 
power, while its abufes, which had crept in during 
the decline of the empire, were to be corrected. 


Unscarunarery the whole knowledge obtained 
in thefe branches of adminiftration, by Europeans, 
was at firft gained from their deputies, clerks, and 
other fervants ; who, though well acquainted with all 
the arts of peculation, and the perquifites to be 
gained in each department, could give no proper 
account of the duties each officer was bound to dif 
charge. 

THE 
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_ Tue Nizam was the principal officer in each pro. 
vince, or viceroyalty : if feveral of thefe were united 
under the government of one perfon, he was then 
denominated a Subadar, and enjoyed the higheft 
rank among the Imperial Officers, next to the Vi- 
zier. He had the fupreme direétion of all the offi- 
cers of his province : his truft was almoft unlimited, 
and his power fo great, that during many of the 
latter reigns, the viceroys fcarcely acknowledged, or 
feldom felt their dependence; and at laft their fub- 
. jection to the Imperial Court was merely nominal. 


Next to the Nizam, the Foujdars were the high- _ 
eft military officers : they: were allotted to each Su- 
badary, or vice-royalty;-in-number proportioned to _ 
its extent, and to that‘of the refractory zemindars 
which it contained..:The»Foujdar had under his 
command from one to two thoufand horfe, and his 
military rank was in general greater than his adtual 
command. Military rank is eftimated by the num- 
ber of horfe, and is often nominal; the rank of a 
thoufand being given without any aétual command. 
Their quarters were in fome town or fort, inthe — 
diftri& ; and they marched with a kettle drum, and 
ftandards difplayed, the infignia of their office and ~ 
rank, which was confidered as noble. ,-Bengal, ex- 
clufive of Dacca, contained ten Foujdaries ; and Be 
har was divided into eight. 


Tse. duty of this officer was to reduce to fub- 
jeGtion all refraory. landholders; to fupprefs all 
oe 
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riots and infurre@ions ; to difperfe and apprehend 
troops of banditti and thieves, with which the coun- 
try has at all times been infefted. They were alfo 
to afford protection to the Altimghas, or charity 
lands beftowed on the neceflitous. They and their 
deputies were to aid and affift the Nizam on any 
emergency, which might require the combined mi- — 
litary force of the province*.. ; 


Tue Darago of the Adawlet, that is, prefident of 
the civil court, was the fupreme civil magiftrate of 
the province. The Emperors retained in their own 
hands the decifion of all caufes of importance in the 
laft refort; and for this purpofe they fet apart two 
days of every week. , The ordinary diftribution of 
juftice was left to the “Adawlet, over which the Da- 
roga prefided, with »acfalary. annexed to his office, 
and a jaghir, to remove, by the pofleifion of inde- 
pendence, every temptation to corruption. — 


From day break, till three in the afternoon, this 
judge continued upon his tribunal, where he receiv- 
ed the complaints of all ranks; and gave a {peedy 
decifion on’ every fubject in litigation. In matters of 
fmaller moment, his decifion was final; in cafes of 
difficulty, a reference was made to the Emperor and 
his council. _ * 


Tuis 


. * Golam Hoffein Khan-Seir Mutakhareen, vol. 3. p, 190+ 
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Tuts office, like every other, on the decline of the 
empire, became venal; and inftead of being often 
refufed as a fituation of great refponfibility, it was 
undertaken by whoever could purchafe it ; and was 
converted into an inftrument of oppreffion, and the 
means of fecuring a fortune to the judge and his de- 
puties: Under the Englifh, the praGtice of the judges 


was {till more flagitious than ever ; from their igno- 


rance of the cuftoms of the country, and their ina- _ 
bility to dete& the malverfation of thofe who aéted 
under them. In 1782, it was vefted in the Englith 
ee themfelves, which proved a great relief; 
in as far, however, as the minute details are execut- 
ed by the natives, fo fat probably does their avarice 
taint the fountain of {jiiftice! This is boldly afferted 
by the Golam Hoffein-Khan, a nobleman of great 
worth and refpectability, who has, like another Cla- 
rendon, written a hiftory of his own times with as. 
much truth and impartiality as poflibly could be ex- 
pected from a perfon in fuch circumftances. The — 
Mahommedan noblemen were the great agents of 


it 


the Imperial government ; they filled every office of 


f 


honour or emolument: thefe being now executed 
by the Englith perfonally, the ancient families of 
diftin@ion have fuffered by our conqueft almoft 4 
total overthrow of rank and confequence, as well as 
wealth, 


‘Tug exaggerated lamentations of this author, and 
his impreffive defcription of the grievous ftate of op- 
preflion, which the natives fuffer under our govert- 
i i eee ment, f 
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ment, and the partial panegyric beftowed on the 

Mahommedan fyftem of government, is no more 
than what was to be expected from his feelings and 
his prejudices. Where thefe do not interfere, he 
gives a decided approbation to the juftice and libe- 
rality difplayed by our countrymen upon every Oc- 
‘cafion. 

Tue Cazi was the next judge in the Mahomme- — 
dan adminiftration ; he declared the laws in fuch 
criminal and civil cafes as were conneéted with re- 
ligion, and may be regarded as the fupreme eccle- 
fiaftical judge. He had an ample penfion and jag- — 
hir; as any corruption in his funétion would have 
been deemed peculiarlydilgtaceful to law and reli- 


gion. 
7 3 LE inticaGardhi Natio 

‘Some crimes, fich 3 as ¢ forntendion: and proftitution, 
‘came particularly under the cognizance of the Ca- 
zi; he inflicted fevere punifhment upon fuch as kept 
flave girls i in their houfes, or proftitutes, or even con- 
cubines, € except confecrated by the prefcribed forms 
of law. ‘The muficians were under his immediate 
infpection, all differences among them were decided 
‘by him; and to prevent extravagance at feafts, no 
man was allowed to hire a greater number of them 
than was fuitable to his rank. 


*€ Tus inftitution, fays Golam Hoffein, has long 
_ been perverted into an inftrument of taxation ; the 


nase has been regarded as a patent entitling i to cer- 
L 1 tain 
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tain fees, and has been leafed, and underleafed to 
~ any fordid perfon that would become a purchafer, 
whether he were acquainted with muflulmanifm or 
not. Fees have been invented by the low fubftitutes 
of this office, at burials, at circumcifion, and at 
marriage. The poor have been deluded into a be- 
lief, that. till the Cazi’s depute has received his fee, 
the fpirft of the deceafed does not quit the houfe ; 
till it is produced, the poor relations are deemed im- 
pure, and are fhunned by all their acquaintances. 
To difcharge this debt, the perfon will fell his land, 
his effe€ts, or even rob upon the high-way. The 
fame pernicious confequence followed. their incapa- 
city to difcharge the, fale marriage and circum- 
Cifion *. 


Tue Suder ul Sooder; or Great Almoner, was an 


officer of very high authority, whofe bufinefs was to _ 


guard the diftribution of the charity lands: to pre- 
_ vent their refumption, or their alienation into other 
hands than thofe of the poor: he was alfo intrufted 
with the fuperintendence of the Cazi’s office; to 
prevent fuch as were ignorant of Mahommedanifm — 
from entering into that facred funétion. His bufinefs_ 
was alfo to prevent encroachments upon the lands — 
belonging to the Exchequer. ‘This office, from the 
great difcretionary power annexed to it, proved, in 
the hands of an unprincipled man, the fource of a — 


thoufand 
ee Vide Seir Motakhareen. 


Soa 


ee 
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thoufand peculations: inftead of protecting si poor, 
it became the gulph which fwallowed up the fub- 

fiftence of the needy; and under the preterice of al- 
moner’s fees, entailed a load of mifery upon the un- 
happy poor. The abufe of this, and the preceding 
office, had become fo enormous as to attraét the no- 
tice of Mr Haftings, who had the merit of abolifh- 
ing fees within the Englifh territories, or at leat 
confining them to the moderate rates srs ekg in 
the mott virtuous reigns. 


Wan clerk of the market, (Mhutafib,) was an of- 
ficer of great importance, whofe duties are now 
abandoned, and a perforraappointed to fill it, who 
uplifts the cuftomary “féés_as a kind of perquifite. 
The Mhutafib infpe@ed the weights and meafures ; 
fixed the price of contiroditiés; and fettled 'difputes : 
he preferved the peace of the markets au punithing 
Hots and drunkards. 


’ Tue author of Seir Mutakhareen complains, that 
although double the fees and perquifites are now up- 
lifted by the mhutafib, than were formerly, yet the 
ftreets and lanes are crowded with diforderly ‘people; 
every corner is infefted with drinking fhops and 
' tippling houfes, while the rogueries committed by 
falfe {cales exceed ail eftimation. A great variety of 
inferior officers, in the Nizam’s and Foujdar’s de- 
partment, are in the appointment of the Emperor, 
and of confequence independent of thefe minifters. 
be moft remarkable of thele’ were the — 

or 





268 ~ INDIAN RECREATIONS» 


or gazetteer ; the Sevanah Navife, or hiftoriographer, 
and the Harcarah, a head fpy. It was their duty to 
commit to writing the principal events and occur- 
rences of each day, and to difpatch them on the 
fubfequent morning to the Emperor; who, by this 
fingular inftitution, was acquainted with every thing 
of note that happened in any part of the empire. 
Thefe difpatches, which were carried to Court by 
regular pofts, were prefented by a Daroga to the 
Prince each day. 


By thefe provincial intelligences, which often de- 
fcended to very. minute particulars, the Emperor had 
it in his power ta redrefS grievances before the party 
had time to ftate them. Some imperial manufcripts 
of Aurengzebe are ftill preferved of his own diction 
and hand-writing. Though thefe officers, from the 
nature of their duty, were made indépendent of the 
grandees who ruled in each province, even a fufpicion 
of their intimacy was fuflicient to difmifs them ; be- 
ing deemed incompatible ee the integrity of their 
intelligence. 





MANNERS 


ese sary nie 


MANNERS OF THE MUSSULMANS. 
5, BBS e SSC eeeeoc 


Lucknow, 1798. 


Tue manners of Mufulimans, from their numbers, 
and from their influenceon fociety,, fince the con- 
queft, form an important part of t the hiftory of Hin- 
doftan. By them almoft every department of go- 
vernment has been conducted; the partiality of the 
conquerors for their countrymen, haying committed 
to their management almoft every branch of the ad- 
thiniftration, Their tafte for fhow and fplendour, as 
magiftrates and governors of provinces, contributed 
indireétly to the profperity of the vanquifhed, and in 
fome meafure alleviated the fufferings of a dependent 
and opprefled people. 


Iy the provinces of Bengal, and Behar, the im-. 
_menfe eftablifhment of 150,000 or 170,000 cavalry, 
“ofleed emapyment to many of the poorer clafles, 


who 


- 
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who fubfifted by furnifhing them with food, clothing, 
and furniture ; while the civil eftablifhment annexed 
to judges, colleftors of revenue and other officers, 
provided for perhaps an equal ‘number of people; 
and diftributed among them with rapidity the far 
greater part of the contributions levied in each pro- 
vince. 


Tue nephews of Aliverdi Khan, though only the 
deputies of a viceroy, and appointed at a period 
when the country was harraffed by a foreign enemy, 
lived -with a fplendour more refembling fovereign 
princes, than perfons invefted with temporary and 
delegated power. Sey@Mahmed, the youngeft and 
leaft afpiring, had, in the diftri& of Purneah, an 
eftablifhment of 15,000 ¢avalry and infantry, befides 
a vaft number of elephants;'camels, horfes and car- 
riages, with a large park of artillery. His court, ree 
ceiving falaries, was numerous and fplendid, without 
reckoning a train of dependents who received 
monthly penfions, from one to five thoufand rupees. 
The feraglio confifted of five hundred women, be- 
fides eunuchs and other fervants. ‘The jewels, table, 
and equipage, were all in a ftile of magnificence that 
feems to vie with the fplendour “of the Jewith kings, 
in the profperous reigns of David and Solomon, 
thofe illuftrious Sovereigns of a great and indepen- 
dent nation: yet this Seyd Mahmed was only the — 
deputy of a Soubadar over one diftrict, who himfelf_ 
was a fervant, paying tribute, and acknowledging 
oo to the Imperial Court. His’ i 
is 
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is particularifed, not on accourit of its Siperior ex- 
pence or magnificence, but becaufe it has Seen faith- 
fully defcribed by a hiftorian of rank and integrity, 
who enjoyed a confiderable cies under a aati 
niftration *. = 9 gilts Re 
THe two other nephews of Aliverdi had much 
more confiderable appointments than the Governor 
of Purneah; they lived in flill greater f{plendour, 
and yet their courts were only images of the gran- 
deur and wealth difplayed at that of Moorfhed abad. 
This provincial capital contained, within the me- 
mory of perfons ftill living, fome of the richefl {ub- 
jects in the world. Duting.the Mahratta incurfions, 
the honfe of Jugget Seet-was plundered of two mil- 
lions and a half fterling, im filver ; an accident which. 
fo little affected his credit, that he continued to grant 
bills of exchange at fight, and to a Jarge amount, to 
government. When the enormities of Surajah ul 
Dowlah had rendered his government odious, Meer 
Jaffier, aided by this banker’s wealth, which fecured 
him the patronage of the Europeans, afcended the 
throne. ‘The domeftics of this Jagget Seet, we are 
told, amounted to two thoufand perfons. : 


Durinc 


* Golam Hoffein Khan, vol. rf. p. 666. ‘This prince, 

fays he, governed Purneah with fo much equity and attention 

to the fubjeéts, that the nobles and peafants fpoke = his admi- 
=m with great applaufe: : 
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-- Durine their religious feftivals, the Muffulmans 
difplay their love of fhow in a remarkable manner : 
the whole river, upon certain occafions, for feveral 
miles, difplays one blaze of light ; their mofques are 

_ alfo illuminated, and their proceflions dazzle the eye 
with a profufion of gilt and filvered work, and or- 
naments of artificial flowers. The moft pompous 
ceremonies in Europe make a very feeble impreffion 
upon thofe who have been fpectators of east 
dan folemnities. 


In the court of Aliverdi, this paffion for magni- 
ficence was tempered by a religious gravity, and au- 
Aterity of mariners, by which that prince was diftin- 
guifhed. A bigot to “Shyifm, and foured by the 
narrow principles of that fect, he fhewed a marked 
averfion to wine, and illegitimate connections with 
the fex, He ufed to awake two hours before day- 
break, fays his hiftorian, and having performed the — 
ufual ablutions, and prayers of divine precept, he re- 
peated other devotions by way of fupererogation. 
“ His breakfaft, which confifted of coffee, was finifh- 
ed before feven, when he gave audience in a public 
__ hall, and heard petitions, for two hours.” He after- 
wards, with the great officers, or with his relations, 
converfed in a private apartment, fometimes upo? 
bufinefs, but oftener upon cookery, generally s* or- 


dering fome new dith, or giving fome pagal: oes 


renee for oles J fuch as were common.” a sak 
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By noon dinner was over, and he retired to fleep,: 
** when the ftory tellers and bed watchmen attended 
and did their office *.”” In Afia, where not one in a 
thoufand can read, and ftill fewer have an inclination, 
a ftory teller becomes a very ufeful profeffion in the 
retinue of a great man: but with ignorance there is 
generally a great want of curiofity, and thefe ftory 
tellers are employed not for inftruGtion, but to lull 
their mafters afleep. The bed-watchmen are em- 
ployed in chaffing or rubbing the limbs, which, in a 
hot country, is found very refrefhing: both thefe of- 
fices are fometimes performed by women. 


A hort repofe during'the hotteft part of the day, 
is perhaps neceflary in-this-climate; the greater part 
of the Europeans, and al} the natives, indulge them- 
felves in a habit fo grateful.to.a relaxed frame. The 

pious Aliverdi never exceeded one hour in this gra- 
tification, after which he performed his cuftomary 
oon prayers, and read a chapter of the Coran; 
having refrefhed himfelf with a cooling omer of 
ice water +. * 


AsourT one or two in the afternoon, audience was 
given to thofe learned and pious fages, of whom a 
Mm few 


* Vide Seir Mutakhareen, vol. 3. p. 680. 


- F Ice is preferved for creams, and for cooling water in this 
“country, by a procels now almoft univerfaly known ip Europe. 
During the rains, faltpetre fupplies the place of ices =< 


= 
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few have been introduced to your notice on a former 
occafion. By fome of them the Coran was read and 
explained for two hours, when the holy men retired, 
after obferving the fame routine of refpe€tful forma- 
‘lities by which they were introduced: by this you 


are not to underftand, that, like fervile courtiers, . 


they paid their obeifance ; they were met at the en- 
trance with profound refpeét by the viceroy, and 
one of them placed on a mufnud direthly oppofite to 
his own, 


_ So incredible is the power of cuftom, that even 
the decorous habits of Aliverdi Khan, could not 
cohquer a prattice of ant oducing at court a fet of 
buffoons and jefters,-common in India *. After a 


fhort converfation on the news of the day, which 
was fupported by the opulent merchants and others, 








thefe men were introduced, who bandied about a- . 


mongft each other the coarfeft ribbaldry, and moft 
indelicate farcafms, to the great entertainment of the 
dignified perfons who wete their hearers, Thele 


jefters were called (Hedjra) hermaphrodites, and had — 


merited the appellation by means the moft unnatural, 
aud es cone not to be defcribed, 


Tas. 


* Thefe are ordered to be kept by the magiftrate, in the 


facted volumes: “ He thall retain in his fervice a great num- 
ber of buffoons, or parafites, jefters and dancers, and athletics 5 > 
and he fhall render all his fervants Glew: A aratsllen er 
zee Gentoo Laws, p- ese Pee 
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» Tite hour of fupper was about twilight, a flight 
repaft, which this prince partook with the prince 
fes, his relations, his daughters, and grand-daughters. 
Thofe dancing women, who conftituted the great. 
eft part of their entertainment, and in whofe com. 
pany all his contemporaries fpent a large portion of 
their time, Were admitted at none of the avocations 
of Aliverdi Khan * re 


You per ser, eels. concinde, that the cora, 
reé&t and auftere manners of the viceroy guided the 
conduét of his diffolute courtiers ; or that ftrict vir- 
tue was maintained by thofe. dignified ladies who 
made a part of his focietys= This whole family were, 
on the contrary, the foremoftiin every fcene of difli- 
pation. . All his three daughters were notorious for 
their intrigues and ‘gallantry in a part of the world 
where women of rank live in the greateft privacy, or 
are fecluded from all mixed company. If they tra- 
vel, it is in a covered carriage, left they fhould be 
prophaned by the eyes of a ftranger. Such car- 
tiages are deemed facred in every part of India, nor 
are they interrupted by an enemy even in time of 
war. A 
- Tus cuftom, eftablifhed by the law of nations, 
for the protection of the fex, the profligate daughters 

5 of 


* Some part of the Seraglio, and even companies of dancing 
Women, generally accompanied the Mahommedan princes 
when travelling, and frequently attended them in a campaiga. 
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of Aliverdi availed themfelves of, to carry on their 
intrigues. In thefe vehicles, fecure from interrup- 
tion, they were conveyed to the houfes of their gal- 


lants, or had them conveyed, in the guife of women, 
into the Haram. 


Suraja Dowlah, the fucceffor and grandfon of 
Aliverdi, practifed at the earlieft age, and often in 
the public view, all thofe debaucheries which are 
known in Afia. By fuch condu, joined to an in- 
- folent behaviour to his officers, he effectually alienated 
them from his fervice; and when his imprudence 
plunged him into a war with the Englith, a nume- 
rous party of them fought” an opportunity of be- 
traying him. This they ‘found at the memorable 
battle of Plafley, where the young viceroy’s ee 
received a fhock, from which it never recovered. 


AN 


SIE 8 a - aS KF ee 


AN ACCOUNT OF THE HISTORIAN GHOLAM eae ; 
KHAN. , : wi 


ee ee ee ee 


Calcutta, Fan. 1798. 


In giving an idea of. theliterature of India, I can- 
not omit mentioning Golam Hoffcin Khan, the late 
author of a work,. entitled Seir Mutakhareen, or 
View of Modern Times. This work is regarded as 
claflical Perfian, in point of ftile; and contains a 
civil hiftory of Hindoftan, from the fee of Aureng- 
zebe to the year 1781. The biographical anecdotes 
found in this work, concerning many of our coun- 
trymen, who are flill living, renders it peculiarly in- 
terefting : the details of the Englifh conquefts in In- 
dia, and his ftri€tures upon the Britifh government in 
that country, convey the ideas of a native, of high 
charaGter, upon fubjects of the firft importance. 
This work, though tranflated into fomething like 
_ Englith, by a renegado Frenchman, is but little 
known even to Orientalifts, except by name. 


THis’ 
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Tuts Mogul nobleman was-a partizan of the pré- 
fent Emperor during his fallen fortunes; but like 
the great Clarendon, he delivers his fentiments with 
fpirit and impartiality ; and with a force, clearnefs, 
and fimplicity of ftile rarely to be found in Afiatic 
authors, and which juftly entitle him to prehemi- 
nence among the hiftorians of his country. The 
hiftory of his life, given by himfelf, is prefixed to his 
volumes; fome particulars of it I fhall infert, for it 
anuft be interefting to know the hiftory of an inde- 
pendent native, who has difplayed fo much penetra- 
tion, fagacity, and knowledge, refpecting the con- 
dué& of the Englith in the government of his coun+ 
try. 2 Sees © xe 






. Goram Hoffein Khan-was born in Shah-Jehan* 
Pa in 1140 of the Hegira; and being related by 
his mother to Aliverdi Khan, the future Nabob of 
Bengal, he repaired to that province with all his coti- 
nections. ‘* Soon after our arrival in-Moorfhedabad, 
fays he, fortune began to favour our family.’ Ali- 
verdi Khan was appointed governor of Patna, where 
my father accompanied him, .and where our family 
have lived to this day in affluence, dignity, and 
{plendour: for the houfes we.bought, and. the lands — 
we acquired by purchafe, gift, or otherwife, during 
the adminiftration of Aliverdi, are to,this day in our 
pofleflion. In the year 1188, 1 was induiced, unfor- 
tunately, to become fecurity, to a confiderable a * 
mount, for a zemindar, who already owed mie. the” 
higheft obligations, and from whom Little. eer Ze 
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fuch a return, and fo much perfidy as I met with; 
In confequence of his mifconduét, I was called upon 
by the Englith government to pay 60,000 rupees on 


his account, which was the fum for which I had be- 


come bound. This demand coming on me unex- 
pectedly, I was obliged to fell my jewels and plate, 
to the amount of 31,000 rupees, and to make up 
the balance by borrowing it from the banker. In 
this way I faved myfelf from the feverity with which . 
I would have been treated by the government to 
whom the money was due, and from the ftill more 
unfeeling rigor of the aumils, muttfudies, and other 
revenue officers, who feemed to wait with a mali- 
cious eye for the fignal-from government, to feize 
my whole property. I-was-obliged to put into the 
banker’s hands, as a fecurity for the money I had 
borrowed, the portion of-land.t poffefied, and to en- 
deavour to procure fubfiftence by fome other means. 
But I was unable to get any employment, notwith- 
ftanding all the intereft, and all the enquiries which 
my friends made in my behalf. At laft it pleafed 
fortune to give me a friend in General Goddart, a 
man: of merit fo confpicuous as to need no praife, 
and whofe kindnefs and generofity to me, as well as 
to many of my countrymen, entitle him to my laft- 
ing gratitude. Such a character is not often met 
with amiong the Englifh in Hindoftan. 
* : 

© He was about this time appointed refident at 
Chunarghur ; foon after which he came to Azim- 
abad, (Patna,) where he made fome flay. Being 
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an old acquaintance, I went to feehim. He had the 
kindnefs to enquire about my affairs, and he heard, 
with cordial concern, the calamity which had befal- 
len them. “ Iam truly forry, faid he, to hear what 
has happened; but as I fee no likelihood of your 
getting employment here, you had better come along 
with me, and we fhall live upon what we can get.” 
I cheerfully accepted of the propofal, looking upon 
it as one of the fecret refources which Providence 
had kept in ftore for me, I accordingly got myfelf 
ready, and accompanied him to Chunar. But on 
General Goddart’s arrival there, he found that the, 
fituation to which he. was appointed, was, in point of 
-emolument, much below what he had reafon to ex- 
pect, and indeed fearcely. fufficient to defray his ne-_ 
- eeffary expences. This citcumftance difabled him 
from affifting me ashe Wwifhed ; but he committed _ 
“to my care whatever concerned the revenue matters 
of that town. He allotted alfo for my accommoda- 
tion an excellent houfe, which had been fitted up 
for himfelf; and fent his own boats to bring my wile 
and, family. When they arrived, he gave thema- 
penfion of 300 rupees a month. After behaving t0 © 
mé in this very handfome manner, it was naturalin 
-him to receive my vifits with that particular diftine- - 
tion. which he fhewed me. 


*¢ T have already obicevids tie General Goddart’s : 
income at Chunar, was much below his expendi- 


ture: in confequence of this, he now determined t0 a 


_relinquifh his fituation, and get permiffion to enter 






INDIAN RECREATIONS. 281 


’ into the fervice of Azof ud Dowlah, having heard that 
that prince, diffatisfied with his old troops, had dif- 
miffed them, and intended to raife a new army, the 
difcipline of which he wifhed to commit to the charge 
of an Englifh officer of rank. My friend conceived 
that fuch an employment would be more fuitable to 
his turn of mind, than the ftation he held at Chu- 
nar; and that it would likewife prove more profita- 
ble both to himfelf and me. But as he had no ac- 
quaintance with Mr Briftow, who was then minifter 
at Lucknow, he did not think it proper to make 

“any perfonal application to him on the fubje@t. On 

his afking my opinion of the matter, I propofed that 

he fhould give me a letterrto another Englifhman, a 

friend of Mr Briftow’s}_to°whiom, by that means, I 

fhould find a ready introduction ; and thereby be 

able to found him im“regard “to the object in view, 
without mentioning his name. Of this he approved; 
and giving to me the letter to the gentleman at 

Lucknow, he wifhed me a fuccefsful journey”? 


Arrer, however, obtaining the confent of Mr 
Briftow to this meafure, all the views of the General 
and Golam were defeated, by the appointment of 
Mr Middleton as refident in the room of Mr Briftow. 
Though this was an intimate acquaintance of the 
General, from -whofe friendfhip he expeéted much, 
’ he totally difapproved*of the meafure. On the fai- 
lure of this fcheme, and the appointment of General 
Goddart to join the army in the Deccan, all con- 
neétion between him and our author was broken off. 

Noa Ge 
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At a more early period of his life, he had been em- 
ployed in the courts of Aliverdi Khan, and that of 

his nephews, in confequential fituations; and after 
having received various difappointments and reverfes 
of fortune, he fettled at laft at Patna, where, on a 

fum of money left by his friends, he was enabled to 

fupport his family comfortably. It was therealfo, 

that during a period of quiet and retirement, he tells 

us he compofed the Seir Mutakhareen. In the fame: 
city, in the earlier part of his life, he witneffed the 

maflacre of the Englith, a cruelty which he repro- ~ 
bated, but which he could not prevent. He con- 
ferred, however, fome obligations on Mr Fullarton, - 
the only perfon who Rika) from that pivody< cae 

taftrophe. : 


Tue military and civil’ tranfa@ions of ‘his time, 
which occupy the moft confiderable part of thefe ve- 
Jumes, have ‘not precluded the author inferting large 
biographical anecdotes, which impart greater variety 
and intereft to his work. He has fpoken frequently 
of the charater of authors, and difeuffed the merits 
of their writings ; in this, however, his candour and 
benevolence of mind, appear to far greater advantage 
than -his literary attainments.’ From the prailés 
which he beftows on the contemptible reveries of 
fanatics, we can draw no favourable opinion of Mo- 
gul literature at this period ; nor does it appear, that 
in any era of the Empirs, _ ever rofe: above ce 
humbleft sone Oe 
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Wuen travelling in purfuit of bufinefs, he fre- 
quently ftepped afide to vifit what he terms the a- 
bodes of learned men ; and as often as he {peaks of 
character, it is generally from perfonal obfervation 
and acquaintance. In his journey from Chunar to’ 
Lucknow, mentioned above, he went by way of 
Juanpore; and ftopped there for fome days; becaufe, 
to ufe his own words, ‘¢ he underftood it was be- 
come the refidence of the illuftrious and venerable 
Seid Mahmed Afkheffy,” of whom he had heard’fo 
. much. “I fent to defire leave to pay hima refpectful 

vifit. Being admitted to his prefence, I {pent two 
_ hours with him. His converfation delighted me, 
even beyond what I expeéted: it was replete with 
the many excellencies for-which he was celebrated ; 
and I took my leave of “him fully fatisfied, that fame 
in her encomiums had fallen hort of what I had feen 
and heard. To this day I remember his venerable 
afpect, and enchanting converfation; and they have — 
“made fuch an impreffion on my mind, that I muft 
fafpend the narrative of my own actions, to give the 
reader a glimpfe of the talents amd virtues which 
adorned that diftinguifhed man. 


© He was of a family of Seids, that tanked for 
many ages amongft the moft refpectable of that fe&, 
in the city of Juanpore.”” 


Tus Seid of virtuous difpofition, and fine genius, 
wrote a book of practical morality, all the rules of 
which he extracted from his own practice ; fo that — 

; this 


oe 
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this book was a commentary on his life. Very dif. 
ferent this from the generality of moralifts, whofe’ 

principles and ‘practice are completely at variance’j 

who preach up the utility oe moral conduct, yet lead 

a life of fin. 


** His fpeech was fuch, that it feemed to flow from 
the fountain of wifdom; and his advices and coun- 
fels were ‘fo many remedies againtt ficknefs and for- 
row of heart. 


_ “ He poffeffed a very extenfive knowledge, graced 
with fo much modefty, that he inftruéted all who . 
converfed with him, ‘without-making them feel their 
own inferiority. He lived upon a fmall income, 
ces a with to increafe it. 


“= is true, he was not credit initiated in the 
fciences; but the richnefs of his mind, and the 
ftrength of his judgement, amply fupplied that want. 
By the force of his own genius, he had become a re- 
pofitory of all the arts and fciences, practical as well 
as abftract. No wonder then, that his houfe was re- 
forted to by all the learned perfons of that city and 
neighbourhood, and by numbers who travelled thi- 
ther from diftant countries, being learned —— 
or poflefling a love of knowledge. 


Tre hatural turn “of his mind was to candout 
ana modefty ; fo that he was as forward to acknow= - 
ledge the merit’of others, as he was ftudious to ¢o ee 
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céal his owfi: » He gave his time to reading le&tures; 
which is the fiobleft of all occupations; the nobleft 
and moft pleafitig thing of all being to bring to light 
the treafures of hidden knowledge. “Whenever any 
one in his prefence introduced a difcourfe in difpraife 
of a man’s charater, either direétly or indireétly, he 
had too much politenefs to ftop and reprimand him ; 
but he would with great addrefs, and peculiar felici- 
ty, turn the difcourfe to another fubject, without 
giving the fpeaker the fmalleft offence. This vene- 
rable man died at the age of feventy.” 


In this ftrain does this amiable writer. criticife his 
contemporary authors ;»men far inferior to himfelf, 
either in judgement, ;knewledge of the world, or 
even literature. Perhaps,;it may be owing to this 
candour, and mildnefs*of ‘difpofition, that he has 
treated fome parts of the mifcondu@ of the Englith, 
as magiftrates, with fo lenient a ‘hand. He deems 
their condu@t meritorious upon the whole, and their 
government advantageous ; though the Mahomme- 
dans of rank, whom it has difplaced from all the 
more lucrative official fituations, are perhaps the on- 
ly clafs of men whofe circumftances it has injured. 


One difadvantage arifing from our fituation in 
India, he has feen, and laments, which arifes from 
the temporary refidence of individuals in the coun- 

try; and the proportionably {mail intereft they cam 
- feel in its welfare. Men, he obferves, who leave 

ae — the fole view of acquiring 


an 
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an independency, and then to return to it, can have - 
little inducement to confer upon their temporary re+ 
_ fidence any permanent improventents. The meri- 
torious bufinefs of planting topes, digging wells, 
making roads, and various employments fuitable for 
the wealthy part of a community, individuals will 
feldom undertake in a country which they hope foon 
to leave. As the Europeans, according to our fyf 
tem, have not been allowed to colonize in India; — 
there can be no doubt of the juftice of Golam Hol- 
\ fein’s remarks on this particular: 


Os injuftice and corriptiori; as judges, he entirtly 
acquits our countrymen 5--and of cruelty and oppref= 
fion, as rulers; he brings-not the flighteft imputa- 
_ tion: from his intimate=acquaintance with this fub- 
ject, and his bias, if he felt.any, being wholly againft 
us, we may applaud our countrymen for having ob- 
tained this honourable teftimony of their character: 
From want of knowledge in the language, which 
frequently has happened to the junior fervants, he 
does accufe them of fometimes fuffering themfelves 
to be impofed on by their bannians and fircars ; nor 
. does he conceal that injuftice is fometimes committed” 
through their interference. Perfian writings, and 
books, are not committed to the prefs and diflemi- 
nated by publication as in Europe. This author’s 
manu{cripts, for many years, were handed about 
privately among, the natives: he could therefore 
have no fear of giving offence to the Englith by — 
what he brought forward. This is indeed ae 
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from many ftri€tures he has written abundantly fe- 
yere ; nor does there feem any intention to pleafe by 
flattery in a work that was never fubmitted to the — 
perufal of the Englith : the praifes of General God- 
datt, and of many other individvals to be found in _ 
thefe volumes, are no-exception to this remark, fince 
they are evidently the effufions of fincerity and. gra- 
titude ; and fome of them, as that of Mr Fullarton, 
were written long after the parties concerned had 
left the country. Without having any knowledge of 
civil liberty in the abftraét, this aathor poffefied the 
falleft enjoyment of it; and from this cicumftance 
his teftimony has become of fo great importance. 


OF THE AYEEN ACBERY; 


ff Statistical Account of Hindostan during the Reign of Acher. 
FPS e 2 0-9 09-6 


Le €aunpore, Fan. 1799: 


Tuts voluminous work is the produétion of the cele- 
brated Vizier of Acber, Abulfazel, a minifter equal- 
ly renowned for his talents and integrity : he ferved 
his mafter with fidelity till the forty-feventh year of 
his reign; at which period he was murdered by 
fome banditti on his return from the Deccan.” There 
are few countries, even the moft civilized, who are. 
in poffeffion of fo great a fhare of authentic informa- 
tion regarding their own internal policy, as this book — 
contains. Of its eftimation among the natives we 

have ample proof in the writings of Mahomed She- 
reeff Motamed Khan, who publifhed about fifteen 
years after the death of Acber,, the following cha- 
racter of Abulfazel’s hiftory, Fe a at 
« To 
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* Fo the learned if is well known that Alamy 
Sheikh Abulfazel, by the command of the Emperor 
Jillaleddeen Mahommed Acber, wrote the hiftory of 
that Monarch, from the commencement of his reign, 
till the time of his own death, and which he entitled 
Achernameb. It is compofed of three volumes: the 
firft confifts of a fummary account of the Emperor’s 
anceftors ;_ the fecond’ volume contains the occur- 
rences of Acber’s reign, from his acceffion to the 
throne, down to the 47th year, that in which the 
author died ; the third contains the Emperor’s in- 
flitutes, which is entitled the Ayeen Acbery.” This 
laft- volume has lately been tranflated from the ori- 
ginal Perfian by Mr Gladwin, and is divided into 
three parts, containing, the Emperor’s regulations for 
every department of government ; a hiftorical and 
_ geographical defcriptionof the twelve viceroyalties 
of Hindoftan ; and the work clofes with a full ac- 
count of the religion of the Hindoos, their writings, 
tee the fects into which they are divided. 


As 2° fpecimen of the manner in which the hifto- 
rical part of this volume is executed by the author, 
his gccount of the Soubah of Agra is felected: it 
contained the capital of the empire, and the place of 
the author’s nativity. 


‘* I is fituated in the fecond climate: in length 
from Gatimpoor, which bounds it on the fide of Al- 
lahabad, ‘to Pulwul, which bounds it on the fide of 
Delhi: it meafures_ Pus 5 cols (350 miles), and its 
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breadth is from Kinouge to Chundery, in Malwah. 
It is bounded ‘on the ealt by Gatimpoor; on the, 
weft by Pulwul; on the north by the river Ganges ; 

and on the fouth by Chundery. 


*¢ In this Soubah are many rivers; the chief of 
which are the Jown, (Jumna,) and the Chumbul. 
A great many fituations in the fouthern mountains, 
parts of this Soubah, are remarkably pleafant and 
healthy. Agriculture is here in perfection ; there is 
abundance of flowers, and fweet-fcented oils; and 
very excellent betle leaf. They have melons and 
grapes, as fine as are produced. in Tran and Turan. 

ee 

Anas is a large city, the air of which i is efteem= 
‘ed very healthy. The river Jown runs through it 
for five cofs; and»onboth fides are delightful 
_ houfes, inhabited by people of all nations, and where 
are difplayed the productions of every climate. His 
Majefty has ereéted a fort of red ftone; the like of 
which no traveller has ever beheld *. It contains a- 
lone five hundred {tone buildings of furprifing con- 
{truction, in the Bengal, Gujerat, and other ftiles ; 
and the artificers have decorated them with beautiful 
paintings. At the eaftern gate, are carved in ftone, 
two elephants, with their riders, of excellent work- 
manthip. 





ce Iw 


* Stilbin repair, and at aa garrifoned by Dowlet Rost ee 
. Seindia’s troopsyunder M. Perron, 
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- In former times, Agra was a village dependent 
on Byaneh, where Sultan Jecunder Lowdy kept his 
court. Here his Majefty has founded a moft mag- 
nificent city. On the oppofite fide of the river is 
the Charbagh, (four gardens,) a monument of the 
magnificence of the inhabitant of paradife*. The 
author of this book was born on that fide of the ri- © 
ver ; and there are the tombs of his anceftors, toge- 
ther with that’ of his elder brother Sheikh Fizu, and 
many other eminent perfons are alfo interred there. 


« Near the city of Agra, upon the banks of the 
river Jown, in a village called Rungleh, is a famous 
place of Hindoo worthip, 


«¢ PourTeH-Poor was fotmerly dependent on Bya- 
neh, and then called \Suckery. Upon Agra being 
made the feat of government, it alfo became a city : 
it is fituated at the diftance of twelve cofs from the 
city of Agra. It has a ftone fort, containing magni- 
ficent buildings, and over one of the gates are two 
aftonifhing elephants carved in ftone. The royal 
_ palace, and the houfes of the nobility, are built upon 

the mountain, but the plains are alfo decorated with 
“many buildings and gardens. His Majefty has cauf- 
ed to be erected on the top of the. mountain, a 
mofque, a college, and a monaftery, for Soffees, 
which are the admiration of travellers.  Adjoin- 


ing 


«-® Humayun, the king’s father, 


\ 
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ing to the city is a lake, extending twelve cols, 
and upon the edge of it his Majefty has built an — 
amphitheatre with high minarets. The amphi- 
theatre is ufed for the game of Chowgong ; and 
here are alfo exhibited the elephant fights. In this 
neighbourhood is a quarry of red ftone, out of which ” 
they cut flabs and pillars of any dimenfions. 


« In Agra they manvufatture blankets, and fine 
ftuffs ; and here are aflembled artificers of every de- 
nomination, 


« Byanen in former times was a capital city, — 
It has a large fort containing-many fubterraneous cas 
verns, where there afte now found warlike inftru- 
ments, and kitchen utenfils ; and here is a very high 
tower. The mangos’ of ‘this place are excellent 5 
and fome of them weigh above two pounds. This 
town is famous for very white fugar: here is a well, 
with the water of which they knead the fugar into a 
pafte like flour, and form it into cakes, which they 
call Gundoreh, and it is carried to great diftances 
as a rarity; for it cannot be made with any other. 
water. The indigo of this place is very fine, felling 
_ from ten to fixteen rupees per maund. Excellent 
henna, of a high colour, is alfo to be procured -here. - 
This. town is the burial place of many :illuftrious 
men, \Toodeh Bheem is a place at the diftance of 
three cofe, where is a cave full of water, whofe depth 
is unfathomable. Mines of copper, and torquoifes — 


have been found here ; but saad: will not defray the 
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-expence of being worked. Mehterah is a city upon 
the banks of the river Jown, where are many ido- | 
latrous temples, to which the Hindoos refort. 


“‘ Caxpre is alfoa city on the banks of the Jown, 
and where are the tombs of many great perfonages. 
Very good fugar is to be procured here. At the 
time that the Sherkian dynafty firft eftablifhed them- 
felves, the princes of Calpee were tributary to, Del- 
hi. When Kudder Khan, who governed here, re-° 
belled, Sultan Howfhing came from Malwah, re- 
ceived his fubmiffion, and then reinftated him in his 
government. Sultan Mahmood, of the Sherkian 
dynafty, took it from Nuffer-Khan, the fon of Kud- 
der Khan. 


“<“KINOUGE was in. ancient. times the capital om 
of Hindoftan *, io 


ee 


«  Guaxior is a famous fort, in which there are 
many ftately buildings ; and there is a ftone elephant 
over the gate, The air and water of this place are 
both efteemed good. It has always been celebrated 
for fine fingers and beautiful women. 


-& Aptore has confiderable manufactures of 
woollen carpets, and glafs. At Beeral are feveral 
copper 


* The ruins are fill extant ; Deey extend over a fpace of 
fifteen miles, 
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. copper mines fo profitable, that out of a maunde of 
ore, they extract thirty-five feers of metal. Here has 
alfo been difcovered a filver mine, but it is not worth 
working. . 


«Near the mountains of Narnole, is a well 
which the Hindoos worfhip : and when the Titte A- 
mavus * happens upon a Friday, the water flows 
over’at fun rife. 


*¢ Tuere are alfo copper mines at Singonoh Da- 
dypoor, and at Kotepotely : and at the town of Kan- 
wery are many cold and: a fprings. 

“© Tuts Soubah cota Inirteen fircars, fubdivid- 
ediinto two hundred and three pergunnahs. ‘The 
méafured lands are ‘two crore feventy-eight lacks of 
biggahs, and eighteen bifwahs. The amount of re 
venue is fixty-four crore, fixty-two lacks, fifty thou- 
fand, three hundred and four dams; or in Sicca ru- 
pees, 16,156,2573 of which there are of Seyurgal, 
one crore, twenty-one lacks, five thoufand, fevea 
hundred and three dams; Sicca rupees 255,392- 
This Subah furnifhes 50,600 cavalry; 577,570 in 
fantry, and 221 elephants.” 





It 


* The laff divifion of the month correfponding to the thir- 
teenth day ; this {pace correfpands with twelve oS of the see 
moon’s progrefs, : 
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ir may be obferved of this account, that fome ars - 
ticles exceed, while others fall fhort of the contri« 
butions levied on the reft of the empire. Six hun- 
dred thoufand troops, allowing an equal number for 
the other eleven Soubahs, would. bring the imperial 
army to feven millions two hundred thoufand men; 
while we find by the fame author that its aétual: 
amount aid not reach, five millions. . 


Ir the mille Seditrnctioh tested on. the Soubaly 
of Agra, exceeds that of the other portions of the 
empire; the money affeflment falls much below it, 
though we. fhould have expeéted a different refult, 
- fince wealth naturally flows to the feat of government. 
The fum afforded by ‘this province is only two mil- 
lions of our money, which gives for the twelve Sou- 
‘bahs, an affeflment “of twenty-four millions. Wee 
find, however, that the ufual revenue, during the 
reign of Acber, amounted to thirty-fix millions fter- 
ling ; a fum moderate, when compared to the extent 
and population of the Mogul empire. 


Tse revenue here given in the grofs, is detailed 
in an after part of the work, entitled Tuckfeem 
Jumma, (affeffment of land,) where the total fum is 
- diftributed among each —— mahl, and diftriét of 
the country. 


As nearly a third part of the Mogul Empire is at 
prefent under the protection of the Britith govern. 
ment, it cannot fail to ftrike the Englith reader that 

a 
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a vat faving of hands is afforded to’agriculture and 
manufactures by the introduction of European di- 
fcipline among the native troops, and the confe- 
quent reduction of their number. On the fame 
fcale with the Mogul eftablifhment, our army in In- 
dia fhould amount to two millions ; but a more cor- 
rect difcipline has enabled us to’ execute the fame 
fervice, and in a much moré effectual manner, by @ 
twentieth part of the number of men. This, ‘how- ° 
ever, is by no means the only immediate advantage 
refulting from European conquefts in India. War is 
a much more rare occurrence now than formerly : 
when-it does happen, it is carried on to a conclufion 
in lefs time, and wwith- mere humanity ; while the 
grand purpofe of an army,” the protedtion of life and 
AS ihamaeda is fecured in d degree fuperior beyond all’ _ 
““@oniparifon. When the Englifh army firft entered 
hee province of Behar, againft the prefent Emperor, 
~ we have the teftimony of a native author. of high 
confideration, ‘ that they hardly injured a blade of | 
grafs * ;” and if, in fubfequent times, they “have 
been guilty of irregularities, thefe will bear no com- 
parifon with the evils invariably attendant on the 
prefence of a native army. 


OF 


* Golem Hoffein Khan, in his Seir Mutakhareen. 


* 








GF TRADES AND PROFESSIONS AS Acre anes 
THE NATIVES OF INDIA. 5 
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Caunpore, “an. 1798. 


Titger caufes have been affigned for the fmall pros 
grefs made by the Oriental Nations in the arts; the 
- tyranny of their defpotic— ‘governments ; 3 the ener- 
vating heat of the climate;. and their attachment to 
ancient ufages. By a seliethings mind, however, thefé 
will be found eafily reducible to the fecond ; for if 
the energies of body and mind are injured by the ef- 
fets of climate, defpotifm, the moft fimple of all 
forms of government, will of confequence arife; and 
cuftom will become naturally a guide when the 
powers of intelleé&t are weak. 


~ THe prefent fate of almoft all the arts, compared 
with the ancient monuments of them which ftillre- 
main, demonftrates that they have long continued 
ca and offers a {trong prefumption that they 
sap never 
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never will be carried to a very high degree of per- 
fe€tion. Unfortunately the art of government has 
always been the leaft perfeét of any ; as adminifter- 
ed by the Indian princes, it has never afforded a 
fteady encouragement to the fciences, nor any ade- 
quate rewards to their profeffors. Educated in the 
floth and ignorance of a feraglio, the fovereigns of 
India could not appreciate in their fubjects qualities 
of which they were deftitute themfelves: they were 
accuftomed to pay their artifts by the day, like the 
meaneft mechanic; and their fcholars, if they had 
any, were fuffered to live and die in the fame mile- 
rable obfcurity, as if they had handled the fpade or 
the plough. If ever their pleafures aflumed a more 
manly complexion, ftillyit was, only one trade that 
_ they encouraged: war-was, -their profeffion, and pro- 
peely: their plunder,..... -. 


Waar is faid, by a good obferver, of the ftate of 
painting among the Hindcos, is applicable in a great 
meafure to the other arts; they are conducted by no 
{cientific principles ; and: the effe@ produced, is the 
refult of patient exactnefs, or a happy knack, rather 
than of a well conceived defign. ‘“ La peinture.chez 
les Indiens eft, et fera toujours dans l’enfance : ils 
trouvent admirable un tableau chargé de rouge et de 

bleu, et dont les perfonnages font vétus d’or. Ils 
n’entendent point le.clair obfcur, n’arrondiffent ja- 
mais es aha: et ne favent pas les mettre en per- 

: salen 5 
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fpe€tive ; en un mot leurs meilleures peintures ne 
font que de Hrauivattes enluminures *.” 


Peruaps their painted cloths are more indebted 
to the brilliancy of the colours, and the goodnefs of 
the water, than any fkill of the artift, for that admi- 
ration with which they have been viewed. It muft 
be acknowledged, that fome of our European natu-. 
ralifts have found excellent draftfmen among the na- 
tives, who have executed drawings of many fpeci- 
mens of natural hiftory, with much neatnefs and ac- 
curacy. The laborious exaétnefs with which they 

_imitate every feather of a bird, or the fmalleft fibre 
on the leaf of a plant, renders them valuable affiftants 
in this department ; but farther than this they can- 
not advance one ftep “if your bird is to be placed on 
a rock, or upon the*branch ofa tree, the draftfman 
is at a ftand ; the object is not before him; and his 
imagination éan dupply nothing. Séulprure among 
the Hindoos, labours under the fame imperfection, 
with painting : the numberlefs ftatues which we fee 
in their temples, are poorly defigned, and worfe exe- 
cuted; nor do thefe religious edifices imprefs the 
mind with a more favourable idea of the architec- 
ture, than the feulpture of India. The columns and 
pillars which adorn their immenfe pagodas, are de- 
ftitute of any fixed proportions, and the edifices 
themfelves are fubjeCted to no rules of architeCure. 

The 


* Voyages de Sonnerat aux Indes, Tom. ft, p. 99. 
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The celebrated maufoleum at Agra, - commonly cal+ 

led the Tage Mahl, which has fo often been de- 

feribed by travellers, has little to boaft of, either in 

fimplicity or elegance of defign. -The immenfity of 

its fize, its coftly ornaments, and the minute exad- 

nefs of its decorations, in particular parts, are worthy 
of notice; but they afford much ftronger proofs of 

the wealth and magnificence of Shah Jehan, than 

the corre€tnefs of his tafte. In China, Egypt, and 

India, where a numerous population, plenty of pro- 

vifions, and defpotic power, in the hands of a fingle 

perfon, have enabled the monarchs to execute works, 

in extent, far more vaft than thofe in Europe, that 

circumftance, however,» cannot eftablifh their claim 
to equal proficiency injthearts, nor to the fame {kill 

in the eee of fciences 3 


Ir we are to judge merely from the number of in- 
flruments, and the frequency with which they ap- 
ply them, the Hindoos might be regarded as confi- 
derable proficients in mufic, yet has. the teftimony 
of all ftrangers deemed it equally imperfe& as the 
other arts. Their warlike inftruments are rude, 
noify, and inartificial: and in the temples, thole 
employed for the purpofes of religion, are managed 
apparently on the fame principle ; for, in their idea, 
the moft pleafant and harmonious, is that which 

‘ makes the loudeft noife. In this country, mufic, or 
rather noife, is a neceffary adjuné of wealth and — 
dignity : the beating of the Nagari (great drum) is 


the emblem of fovereign power ; and the various.de- 


Jegations e 
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legations of it are typified by fome particular inftru- 
ments. «The different claffes of jugglers, and_ parti- 
cularly thofe who charm ferpenis, make ufe of an 
inftrument which they call magondi; by the found 
of which they not only make them dance, but charm 
them out of the houfes, put them into bafkets, and 
carry them about as an exhibition to amufe the 
people. It is generally the fame clafs of ftrollers 
who perform feats of dexterity and legerdemain, in 
order to colleé money from the crowds who follow 
them ; and it muft be allowed, that in thefe feats 
the Hindoos excel all mankind. 


Tue Hindoo tradefmen of all defcriptions, are 
‘characterifed by the. fimplicity of their tools, the 
fmallnefs of their number, and. by the want of all 
complex machinery, .In the manvfadture of fine 
muflin, in which they’ excel all. the world, the 
wheel, the reel, and the loom, are of a fimple and 
artlefs ftruéture, yet the work produced cannot be 
equalled by European machinery, aided by every ef- 
fort of ingenuity and fkill. ‘[his, however, is per- 
haps the only manufacture in which the fuperior art 
and capital of Europeans has not yet enabled them to 
furpafs. their teachers; for in the common price 
goods, all the variety and elegance of pattern is of 
Britifh origin. 


. Tue cas firnifhed by the black fmith, filver 
and gold fmiths, cannot be compared either in 
ftrength or elegance’ with the productions of Eu- 
é rope, 
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rope, though they furprife by the inefficiency of the 
tools by which they are fabricated. ‘The brazier and 
blackfmith generally carry about with them their 
fcanty ftock of implements, confifting of. little more 
than a hammer, a file, and pair of tongs, with a bel- 
lows: the forge is foon conftruéted, the anvil being 
~ frequently a ftone; and when the work is finifhed, 
they pack up their utenfils, and fet out in queft of a 
‘new employer. The carpenter has feldom any in- 
ftrument beyond the faw, the hammer, the chifel, 
and an ill contrived adze: the ground is his bench, 
and his foot holds the wood; but the work which 
occupies him a month would be completed by our 
_ workmen in three or four days. 


In all the more laborious profeffions, the want of 
proper implements and. machinery is ftill more fen- 
fibly felt: the thrafhing and grinding of corn are 
tedious and fevere proceffes in rural labour, which 
the Hindoo ingenuity has made no effectual effort to 
fhorten or facilitate. A water mill, or fteam-engine, 
guided by a fingle perfon, performs in one day, more 
than the labour of an hundred women, at the hand 
mill: and it is probable that the invention of ma- 
chinery has abridged the tedious labour of {pinning 
‘ cotton to lefs than a fiftieth part. es 


In naval archite@ture, as a feience, the Orientals 
were totally deficient on the firft arrival of Euro- 
peans; in its praétice as an art, they were flow and — 

awkward. This employment requiring the united 
: appli- 
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application of fkill and machinery, and hard labour, 
the work of a fingle carpenter is equal to that of ten 
natives ; his wages, however, are in the fame pro- 
portion, and fhip.building is nearly of equal expence 
whether executed by European or native labour. © 
The bufinefs of fhip-building affords a happy illuftra- 
tion of the mutual benefit derived from their inter- 
courfe by thefe two races of men. European capi- 
tal and fkill, has enabled the Hindoos to build many 
of the beft fhips that navigate the fea, who formerly 
could execute nothing fuperior to the wretched craft . 
that had for twenty centuries plied upon the Ganges. 
The warm climate of India would have rendered the 
knowledge of Europeans,ufelefs and inefficient, un- 
lefs they had been fupplied-with operative hands ha- 
bituated to thefe tropical Reppons- 





Tue: different occupations Me tanners, leather {el- 
lers, and fhoemakers, equally demonftrate the imper- 
_ fetion of the Indian artifts, and the benefit they 
have received from their intercourfe with Europe. 
Formerly thefe tradefmen were treated as. the vileft 
and moft worthlefs of human beings: they had no 
implements, but their laft and their knife; no pro- 
- vifion of leather, or ftock of goods: whoever need- 
.ed a pair of fhoes, had to pay. the price in advance to 
the tradefman, who bought the animal whofe hide 
was to furnifh the material. So ill conducted was 
the whole procefs, that in a few days he prepared the 
leather, and delivered the fhoes. ‘heir working in 
leather, and eating of flefh, has, in the eyes of the 
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Hindoos, caft a degree of infamy upon their caft 
_ which no effort of Europeans can remove: they are 
ftill ranked among the moft degraded of men ; and 
dwell in huts feparate from the towns and villages 5 
but new proceffes in tanning have been introduced, 
and fhoes are manufactured by them nearly equal to 
thofe imported from Europe, and at one third of the 
price. The countenance of Europeans being with- 
held by no prejudice againft their profeffion, it is pof- 
fible that their humiliating condition has been in 
fome degree foftened of its rigour. 


Tue watering of land in a hot climate, is an ope- 
ration equally neceflary, as it is laborious and fa- 
tiguing: in no part of India is this work muclt 
abridged by machinery ;. i in many parts it is drawn 
from wells by the: ftrength of cattle ; in others it is 
lifted from refervoirs by human taba; by the’ ‘molt 
inartificial method. A common bafket, made waters 
tight with a fort of pitch, is attached to a ropé, and 
fwung by two men, one on each fide, holding the 
rope ; in one.part of the circumference it deferibes, 
it is filled with water, which is emptied as it afcends 
to a higher elevation. This is far more laborious; 
and lefs effe€tual than the water wheels of the Chi- 
nefe ; which, awkwardly as: they are conftructed; 
taife many tuns of water in the fpace of a few hours: 


» THE 





+H STATE OF MARRIED WOMEN AMONG THE 
MAHOMMEDANS. 


\ 


rd 
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Caunpore, Fa. 1798: 


Or this important part Ofidomeftic economy among 
Afiatics, Europeans are, Motwith{tandihg all that has 
been written upon the fubjeet, worfe informed than of 
any other. ‘The very name of the apartments deftin- 
ed for the refiderice of matried womeh, Haram; (for- 
bidden), implies the exclufion of all ftrangers, par- 
ticularly males, from thefe abodes. Our medical 
gentlemen, (and eveh with them tlie occurrence is 
very rare), are the only perfons ever fuifeted to ap- 
proach the dwelling of a married worhah of rank: 
when in cafe of any dangerous illnefs a phyfician is 
applied to, he is only permitred to approach the door 
#f the apartment, which ‘is covered with a fereen, 
and there he ‘utt preicribe without feeirig her, ac- 
cording to the replies he receives to his enqu‘ries re- 
a to her complaint. Hence the various rela- 


Qq tions 
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tions, regarding the privileges, cuftoms, and ent 
ployment of Afiatic females, are generally the off 
fpring of the narrator’s vanity, and may be regarded 
as deftitute of truth and accuracy, fince the writers 
enjoyed no opportunity of better information. Of 
the geneial fact, only, the feclufion of all females of 
rank, an European can decide; and when he urges. 
the advantages of a freer intercourfe on the female 
character, he can {peak on no fubjeé& on which he is 
lefs likely to perfuade. ‘To a Muflulman, our no- 
tions regarding the treatment of females, always ap- 
pear abfurd, and ridiculous; and he feldom feems_ 
- more fatisfied with his wifdom, than when he expa-_ 
tiates on the bad confequences which are fometimes 
the refultof them. (i= 9 
Ir was in a conyetation 6n this fubjeét, BY a 
learned Muffulman, who lately vifited England, that 
we are indebted for ** A Vindication of the Liber- 
ties of Afiatic Women,” written in Perfian by Abu 
‘Taleb Khan, a native of Lucknow, in the province 
of Owde... This paper, the produétion of a learned 
Afiatic, upon this-interefting fubject, has been tran- 
flated, and preferved in the Afiatic Annual Regifter, 
as a more authentic document, than perhaps the 
public are yet in poffeffion of, relating to the married 
‘State of the Orientalifts. 
“ One day, fays Abul Taleb, in a certain com- 
pany, the conyerfation turned upon /ierty, in Te- 
{pect of which the Englith confider sheer own cul 
toms: 
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foms as the moft perfeét in the world. An Englith 
lady, addreffing herfelf to me, obferved, that the wo- 
men of Afia had no liberty at all, but live like 
flaves, without honour, and without authority, in 
the houfes of their hufbands ; and fhe cenfured the 
men for their unkindnefs, and the women alfo, for 
fubmitting to be fo undervalued. However much 
' Lattempted, by various ways, to undeceive her, by 
obferving, that the trath is exaétly the reverfe, (for 
it is the European women who do not poffefs fo 
‘much power), yet it did not bring conviction to her . 
mind. She, however, began to waver in her own 
opinion, and falling into doubt, requefted-of me to 
write fomething on the fubject, the purport of which 
fhe might comprehend at‘one.view, and be enabled 
to sidiesh: the trath ga falfehood. — 
» Since the fam Acie Sibson: is deeply rooted 
in the minds of all other Europeans, and has been 
frequently held forth, I confidered it neceflary to 
write a few lines concerning the privileges of the fe- 
male fez, as ¢ftablifhed both by law and cuftom, in 
Afia, and in Europe, omitting whatever was com- 
mon: to both, and noticing what is peculiar to each, 
in the manner: of comparifon, that the diftinction 
may be the more eafily made, and the real ftate of 
the cafe become evident to thofe capable of difcern- 
‘sas ; ae Sig 


‘© Tr muft firft be laid down as a general maxim, — 
that in focial order, refpett to the rules of politenels, 


sxtebally 
=e 
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and fcr veananite from injury, is a neceflary condis - 
tion ; for, otherwife, the liberty of one would be dey 
ftriGtive of the liberty of another: thus, if a perfon 
be at liberty to do in his own houfe what may en- 
danger the fafety of his neighbour’s, this muft be in 
dire& oppofition to the liberty of that neighbour; — 
or, if in order to free himfelf from the inconvenience 
of the hot weather, he fhould vifit his friend in his 
drefling gown, or night fhirt, although it would be 
eafe and liberty to him, yet it would be fowing the 
feeds of ill-breeding ; therefore the obfervance of 
thefe rules i is reese 


_ | €THose things “eBitch make the liberty of dis: 
Afiatic women appear lefs than that of the Euro- 
peans, are in my opinion fix: Fir/, ‘The little inter- 
courfe with men, and concealment from view, agree- 
able to law, and theiy own habits; : and this is the 
chief of the whole; for it has been the caufe of thofe 
falfe notions entertained by European women, that 
the inclination of the Afiatic females leads them to 
walk out in the ftreets, and market places, and that 
their hufbands keep them fhut up, and fet guards 
upon their door. It may be here obferved, that the 
advantages of ‘this /ittle intercourfe, which prevents 
all the evils from the admittance of ftrangers, and 
affords fo mich time for employment and uleful 
“work, are fo very manifeft, that they need not be 
enlarged upon : the prattice in London of keeping 
the doors of the houfes fhut,’ arid the contemptible 
condition of the Dutch at'the Cape of Good Hopes 
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are fufficient proofs, If, notwithftanding this, the 
guftom of the intercourfe of the fexes is allowed in 
England, it is owing both to the force of cuftom, 
and good morals among the Englifh, and to the ap- 
prehenfion of greater inconveniences in the contrary 
practice. The chief of thefe inconveniences are 
four; firft the high price of all things, and the {mall 
number of fervants, and rooms ; for were there a fe- 
parate houfe and table, and equipage for the wife, the 
expence would be too great to be borne ; ‘and there- 
fore of neceffity both hufband and wife eat their 
food, with their guefts in one place, fleep together in 
the fame chamber; and cannot avoid being always 
in each other’s company: whereas in Afia, where 
by the cheapnefs of work, the women have feparate 
apartments for themfelves, they have not to make 
their time and conyenience fuit that of their huf- 
bands. When their-particular.friends are with them, 
they do not defire their hufband’s company for fe- 
veral days, but fend his vigtuals to him in the mur- 
dannah, (men’s apartment); and, in like manner, 
when. the hufband wifhes to be undifturbed, he eats 
and fleeps in the murdannah, 


** A fecond reafon for this intercourfe in England 
is, the coldnefs of the climate, which requires exercife 
and walking, and the hufband to fleep in the fame 
bed with his wife: but concealment from view is in- 
compatible with walking ; and as for the fecond cafe, 

- the want of room is the caufe: for it is natural for 
jmankind, when under diftrefs and affliction of mind, 


to 


Pas 2 
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to with frequently for retirement and privacy, -by 
fleeping alone. Shs at Sie 


- «A ‘third caufe is, the people here being all of one 
vace ; for in this kingdom, placed in a corner of the 
globe, where there is no coming nor going of fos 
reigners, the intercourfe of the fexes is not attended 
with the fame confequences of a corruption of man- 
hers; as in Afia, where people of various nations: 
dwell in the fame’ city; and to allow the women 
fuch a liberty there, where there is fuch danger of 
corruption, would be an encroachment upon the li- 
berty of the men, which (as fhewn in the beginning) 
is contrary to juftice. “That a corruption of manners 
muft enfue, where varidits “kinds of people mix to- 
gether, is too evident to need demonitration. Be: 


’ fore the Muffulmans entered Hindoftan, the womer 


did not conceal themfelves from view; and ever 
now, in all the Hindoo villages, it is not cuftomary + 
and it is well known how inviolable the Hindoos 
preferve their own cuftoms, and how obftinately they 
are attached to them + but now fo rigidly do women 


in the great towns obferve this practice of conceal 


ment from view, that the bride does not even fhew 
herfelf to‘her father-in-law, and the filter comes’ but 
feldom into the prefence of her brother. ~~ af 


-\46°A fourth caufe of the cuftom in Europe is, the 
. neeeflity which the women there have to acquire ex 


perience in the affairs of the world, and to learn va 
vious arts on account of the duty laid upon them of 
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faking part in their hufband’s bufinefs. This expe- 
rience could not be obtained by keeping in con- | 
cealment ; whereas the duties of Afiatic women con- 
fifting abies having the cuftody of the hufband’s pro- 
perty, and bringing up the children, they have no 
occafion for fuch experience, or for laying afide their 
own cuftom of concealment. What has béen jult 
faid, was to fhew that the Afiatic women have no 
neceility to expofe their perfons; but it muft alfo be 
obferved that. they have many reafons for preferring 
- privacy. One is the love of leifure, and repofe from 
the fatigue of motion ; a fecond, their defire of pre- 
ferving their honour by not mixing with the vulgar, 
nor fuffering the infults cf the low and rude, who 
are always pailing along-the ftreets. This feeling 
they have in common-with the wives of European 
noblemen, who, to, prelerve their dignity, are never 
feen walking on the ftreets; and alfo with ladies in 
private life, who, when walking out at night, and 
even in the day, are always attended by a male 
friend, or fervant, who proteéts them. 


‘“* Tue notion which the European women have, 
that the women of Afia never fee a man’s face but 
their hufband’s, and aresdebarred from all amufe- - 
ment and fociety, proceeds entirely from mifinfor- 
mation: they can keep company with their huf- 
band’s and father’s male relations, and ‘with old 
neighbours and.domeftics; and. at meals there are 
always many men and women of this defcription 
= and they can go in palankeens to the 
houles 


18 INDIAN RECREATIONS; 


hhoufes of their relations, and of ladies of their owil 
rank, even though the hufbands are unacquainted 3 
and alfo to walk in the gardéns, after ftrangers aré 
excluded ; and they can fend for muficians, and 
dancers ‘to entertain them at their own houfés; and 
they have many other modes of amufement befides 
thofe mentioned. 


“© Tue fecond caufe why the liberty of Afiatic 
‘women appears lefs than that of Europeans is, thé 
privilege of the hufband, by law, to marry feveral 
wives. This, to the European women, feems 2 
grievous oppreffion ; and they hold thofe very cheap 
who fubmit to it. - But, da-truth, the caufe of this 
"daw and cuftom is the nature of the female fex them: 
felves, which feparates them from the hufband, the 
‘feveral laft months of pregnancy, and time of fuck- 
ling; and befides thefe the Afiatic women have 
many other times of being feparate from their huf 
bands. This privilege not being allowed by the 
Englifh law, is indeed a great hardthip upon the 
Englith hufbands ; whereas the Afiatic law permit-— 
ting polygamy, does the hufband juftice, and wrongs 
‘not the wife; for the honour of the firft, and equal 
wife is not affected by it » thofe women wha fubmit 
to marry with a married man, not being admitted 
‘into the fociety of ladies, as they are never of high 
or wealthy families, no man of honour ever allowing 
his daughter to make fuch a marriage, 
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-. Tue mode in which thefe other wives live is 
this ; thofe who are of genteel extraction, have a fe» 
parate houfe for themfelves, like kept’ miftreffes in 
England; and thofe who are not, live in the houfe of 
the equal wife, like fervants, and the hufband at times 
conveys himfelf to them in a clandeftine manner. 
Befides, thefe wives cannot invade any of the rights 
of the equal wife; for although they and their 
children are by law entitled to inheritance, yet fince 
the equal wife never marries without a very large 
dowry fettled upon her, all that the hufband leaves 
goes to the payment of this dowry, and nothing re- 
mains for his heirs. ‘The opinion, t that the men of 
Afia have three or four wives, is very ill-founded, 
for in common they hayevonly one; out of a thou- 
fand there will be fifiy perfons who have from one 
to two, and ten out of thefe, who have not more 
than two. The fear of ‘the bad confequences of po- 
lygamy makes men fubmit with patience to the times 
of feparation from the equal wife, as much the bet- 
ter way ; for, from what I know, ‘it is eafier to live 
with two tygrefles than two wives. “ 


“© Tue third caufe, is the power of divorce being 
in the hands of the hufband. ‘This is ordained by — 
aw, but not practifed ; for if a great offence be the 
motive to divorce a wife, and if it be proved againft 
on fhe receives punifhment by the order of the md- 

rate, or from the hufband, with the concurrence 

‘of all her relations ; and if the offence be of a trivial 

pass, fuch as a difference of temper and infociabi- 

Rr hiy> 
** 
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lity, the hufband punifhes her by leaving the female 
apartment, and living in his own. But the reafon for 
divorce being at the will of the hufband, lies in the 

“very juflice of the law, and the diftinction of the 
male fex over the female, on account of the greater 
fhare they take in the management of the world; for 
all the laborious work falls to their lot, fuch as car- 
rying heavy burdens, going to war, repulfing ene- 
mies, &c. and the women generally {pend their lives 
in repofe and quiet. Neverthelefs, if a wife eftablifh 
a criminal offence againft her hufband, fuch as an 
unfair diftribution of his time among them, or a di- 
minution of the neceflaries of ue fhe can obtain a 
divorce in fpite of him. 





< THe fourth i is, ari i tle credit the law attaches 
to the evidence of women in Afia; for, in a court of 
juttice, every fa& is proved by the teftimony of two. 
Men; but if women be the witneffes, four are requi- 
red. This does not arife from the fuperiority of the 
one over the other, but it is founded on the little ex-_ 
perience and knowledge women poffefs, and the fic- 
klenefs of their difpofition. 


“ Tue fifth is, the Afiatic women having to leave 
off going to balls and entertainments, and wearing : 
fhewy dreffes and ornaments, after the death of their 
hufbands. ‘This is owing to their great affeGtion for 
their hufbands’ memory ; and their own modes and 
_ habits; for there is nothing to prevent a woman from 

doing otherwife, or eee a fecond hufband _ but 





Ed 
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the dread of expofing herfelf'to the ridicule and cen- 
fure of women of her own rank. : 


* THE fixth is, the Afiatic daughters not having 
the liberty of choofing their hufbands. On this head 
nothing need be faid; for in Europe this liberty is 
merely nominal, fince witheue the will of the father 
and mother the daughter’ ’s choice is of no avail ; and 
- in its effets, it ferves only to encourage running. 
away (as the male and female flaves in India do), and 
to breed coldnefs and trouble among the members of 
a family. But granting that fuch a liberty does exiff 
in England, the defpair and mifery it muft always en- 
tail are very evident. The choice of a girl juft come 
from the nurfery, and-defirous by nature to get a 
kufband, in an affair-apon which the shappinels of 
her whole life depends, can neither deferve that re- 
fpeét nor confideratién whichis due to the choice of 
her parents, who have profited by experience, and 
are not blinded by paflion. 


*¢ But what the Afiatic women have more than 
the European, both by law and cuftom, may be rank- 
ed under eight heads: ‘ Firft, Their power over the 
property and children of thehufband by cuftom; for 
the men of Afia confider the principal object of mar- 
riage, after the procreation of their own {pecies for 
the worfhip of God, two things, the one to have their 
money and effects taken care of, and the other to 
have their cl children brought up, fo that they them- 
felves he: entirely difengaged of thefe concerns, 


may 
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may turn the whole of their endeavours to the attain~ 
ment of their various purfuits. ‘The chief part, there-) 
fore, of whatever wealth they may acquire, they give 
in charge to their wives, and thus the women have it 
in their power to annihilate in one day, the product 
of a whole life. Although this feldom happens, yet 
it often occurs, that the hufband who has amafled a 
large fortune in youth and power, and has delivered 
it in charge to his wife, when he demands it back in . 
old age and neceflity, fhe does not allow him more. 
than daily fupport, and lays the reft up in a place of 
fecurity for the fake of her children. . And fo great 
is the power they Poffefs, as to the difpofal of their 
children, that frequently they are brought up without 
any education, or die in childhood ; for the women, 
en account of their Jittle-fenfe, are never pleafed to 
part with their children, by fending them to fchool, 
and to acquire experience by travelling; and when 
they fall fick, they give them improper medicines, by 
the advice of their own confidents; or, from their 
foftnefs of heart, indulge them in whatever it is the 
nature of the fick to take a longing for, and thus they 
caufe their death. 


*© Ssconp, Their power by cuftom, as to the 
marriage of their children, and choice of their religi- 
ous faith; for if the hufband withes to give one of 
them in marriage to a perfon the mother difapproves 
of, the match does not take place, but in the other 
way it generally does. All the children, both male 
and epi from being moftly in the company of the 

sgiact 
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mother, and looking upon her ‘as their protector 
againft the father, whom, on account of his withing 
to have them educated, they confider as their tor- 
mentor, follow the religious tenets of their mother, 
and. remain perfe&t ftrangers.to thofeof their father. 
It often happens where the wife is a Schiah, and the 
hufband aSounie,the children having been Schiasfrom 
their own natural difpofition, and the inftrugtion of 
the mother, {peak difrefpe@tfully of the chiefs of the 
Sounie fe, in their father’s prefence; and he who 
never all his life bore fuch language from any perfon, 
but was ready to put the fpeaker of it to death, has 
no redrefs but patiently to hear it from them, as, on 
account of their want of underftanding, they are ex- 
_eufeable: and thus by,frequent repetition, his attach- 
ment to his faith is fhaken; and in the courfe of time, 
he either forfakes it» entirely, or remains in it with 
lukewarmnefs. sete ds tatiets.6 


-¢¢ Toirp, Their authority over their fervants ; for 
the fervants of the Murdannah, the keeping and 
changing of whom is in the hands of the hufband, 
through fear of expofing themfelves to the difpleafure 
ofthe wife, when fhe findsaproper opportunity, by their 
committing fome fault, which fervants are conftantly 
_ doing, are more obedient to her, than their own ma- 

fters: and the fervants of the Zenana, whom the 
“wife has the care of retaining, or turning off, ftand 
fo much in awe of their miftrefs, that many of them 

_ pals their whole lives in the Zenana, without ever 
9 ease jnto the.prefence of the helboagy Some 
of 


aihces ays 
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of them never perform any fervice for him at all, and 
others who do, enter not into difcourfe with him; 
and ‘the women are fo obftinate in this refpect, that 
their hufbands never can turn off one of the fervants, 
but his very complaint againft them is a recommenda- 
tion; and his recommendation has the effect of a 
complaint, by fubjecting them to their miltrefs’s re- 
fentment, 


** ConTRARY to this is the manner of the Euro- 
pean ladies, who have not their own will with their 
children and fervants, but live more like free and fa- 
miliar guefts in their hufbands’ houfes; and the 
houfehold eftablithment and equipage being commor 
to both, if any part, as the-carriage, for example, is 
previoufly employed ‘by the one, the other has to 
wait till it is difengaged : of this there is no doubt, 
that if a quarrel enfues between an Englith hufband 
and wife, the wife has to leave the houfe, and feek 
her dinner, either. at her father’s, or a friend’s; 
whereas in Afia, it is the hufband who has to go out; 
for frequently the utenfils of cookery are not kept in 
the murdannah. Staeeedtied 


“ Fourtn, The freedom, by cuftom, of the Afia- _ 
tic women from affifting in the bufinefs of the hut 
band, or fervice of his guefts ; whereas this is gene- 
rally-the bufinefs of European’ wives, whether their 
hufbands be of a genteel bufinefs, fuch as jewellery, 
mercery, or perfumery, or the more fervile ones; 1 
have feen many rife from their dinner to anfwer the — 


a 
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demands of a purchafer: and although all thefé du- 
ties are not required of the ladies, yet fome, efpecial- 
ly the entertaining of the guefts, carving and helping 
the dithes at table, and making the tea and coffee are 
generally performed by them. _Now’the Afiatic la- 
dies have no fuch duties at all; but live in the :man- 
ner before defcribed. 


“ Firru, The greater deference the Afiatie ladies 
find paid'to their humours, and prefcriptive right of 
teazing their hufbands by every pretext, which is 
confidered as an effential quality of beauty: for if a 
wife does not put thefe in praCtice, but is fubmiflive 
to her hufband’s will-in every thing, her charms very 
foon lofe their brilliancy-in-his eyes. ‘Thus when a 
wife goes to vifit her father, the will not return'to her 
hufband, till he has come:himfelf feveral times to 
fetch her ; and being as-often vexed by her breaking 
her promife. And every day when dinner is ferved, 
by pretending to be engaged at the time, fhe keeps 
her hufband waiting, and does not come till the meat 
is cold; and in the fame manner, at bedtime ; for 
returning quickly from their father’s houfe, is confi- 
dered as a fign of fondnefs for the hufband, which 
looks ill, as they think; and coming foon to dinner, 
in their opinion, betrays the difpofition of a hungry 
beggar. In thefe and fuch cafes, the hufband has 
nothing for it but patience; nay, it ever pleafes him. 
I have known many beautiful women, conftant in 
their affe€tion, and obedient to their hufbands night 
and aygpehiom for want of thefe qualities, their huf- 

ee eee bands 
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bands quickly grew tired of, and unjuftly deferted, 
for the fake of plainewomen who poflefled them. 


< Sixru, The greater reliance placed by the Afiatic 
hufbands in their wives’ virtue, both from law and 
cuftom. Although European ladies can go out of doors, 
and difcourfe with ftrangers, yet this is not allowed, 
unlefs they have a trufty perfon along with them, ¢i- 
ther of the hufband’s or the father’s ; and fleeping 
out all night is abfolutely denied them. The Afiatic 
ladies, on the contrary, when they go to the houfe of 
a lady of their acquaintance, though their hufbands 
be entire ftrangers, are not attended by any perfon of 
the hufband’s or father’s, and they {pend not only 
one or two nights i in ‘that thoufe, but even a whole 
week: and in fuch-a ‘houfe, though the mafter is 
prohibited from entering the apartments where they 
are, yet the young men of fifteen, belonging to the 
family or relations, under the name of children, have 
free accefs, and eat with and enter into the wge 
ments of their gaia. ? 


‘© SevenTH, Their fhare in the children by law. 
For if a divorce happens, the fons go to the father, 
and the daughters to the mother, contrary to the cuf- 
tom in England, where if a divorce happens, the mo- 
ther, who for twenty years may have toiled and con- 
fumed herfelf in bringing up her children, has to 
abandon all to the father, and full of dante ad yer 
wg cane “<3 houfe. 


: 
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*¢ Ercutn, The cafe both by law and cuftom, with 
which the wife may feparate herfelf from her hufband, 
when there may be a quarrel between them, without 
producing a divorce. Thus the wife, in an hour’s 
time after the difpute, fets off with the children and 
her property to the houfe of her father, or relations, 
and until her hufband makes her fatisfaction fhe does 
not return: and this fhe can always do without a 
moment’s delay. 


« Besipes thefe eight, as above noticed, of the 
faperior advantages the Afiatic women enjoy over the 
‘European, there are many others here omitted for 
brevity’s fake. What has been faid is enough for 
people of difcernment*.” 


BAP ai DESCRIPTION 
* Abu Taleb is aman of ligh rank and ‘character, and has 
‘been employed in fituations of great truft by the government 
of Owde, and by the Marquis Cornwallis: he is better ac- 
quainted with the fubje& thaa any European caa pretend to 
be; yet as he feems to have a ca/e to make out in this vindiga-_ 
tion of the rights of Afiatic wives, he is probably not to be be- 
lieved to the full extent of every aflertion, though ws the 
whole'a credible evidence. 


DESCRIPTION OF AN EUROPEAN CANTONMENT, 


Caunpore, Fan. 1798- | 


Tats" is the largeft military ftation in this part of 
India; and may be regarded as. the head-quarters of 
the field army in the pay of the Nabob Vizier. The 
buildings ereéted at the public expence, are barracks 
for the European infantry, cavalry, and artillery, 
“with a general hofpital for the reception of the fick. 
Thefe are conduéted with economy and neatnefs, af 
ter a regular plan, and “are perhaps’ better adapted 
for the fervice, than the more expenfive ereétions at 
Dinapore, Barhampore, and the Prefidency. The 
officers of every defcription, provide their own lodg- 
ings, which confift of very commodious and elegant 
Bungalows, built without any regularity, on a fpace 
extending about fix miles along the Ganges. - 
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Eacu Bungalow, with its garden, out-houfes, end 
appendages, is called an eftate, in the purchafe of 
which, and in the pofition of his buildings, every in- 
‘dividual was left to confult his tafte, convenience, or 
caprice. You can therefore expe& no regularity or 
arrangement in the cantonments : what is ftill more 
inconvenient, the buildings are fo much feattered 
and detached, that they cannot ke protected againft 
thieves by all the troops they contain. Each pro- 
prietor of a houfe is obliged to hire a number of 
Chokedars (watchmen) proportioned to his property, 
and upon thefe terms only can he depend on pro- 
teftion. Thefe watchmen are enrolled under a chief, 
and are either thieves themfelves, or fo intimately 
connected with the profefiron, that they are found by 
experience to be the beit qualified to detect them. 
One thing is pretty certain,..whoever pays the Cho- 
kedars is fecure ; whoever | maces to hire them is 
eae 


- Caunpore is fituated in the upper part aft thae 
vaft plain, which extends from the bay of Bengal to 
the mountains of Thibet ; an immenfe valley far fur- 
pafling the extent of Fgypt, and probably unequal- 
ted in any part of the globe.’ The foil is not only all 
arable, but, with proper cultivation, era of be- 
ing rendered extremely fertile. A moft effential 
branch of hufbandry is watering ; and for this pur- 
pofe the wells are innumerable. You cannot ride 


oar esd eae 5 direGtion | without meeting with fo great 
age ow vag O53 x “numbers, 


oleae st 
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_ numbers, that accidents are not unfrequent of hories 
tumbling into them with their riders. 


AnotTHer annoyance of the troops at this flation, 
and which they cannot poflibly avoid, is the duit to- 
wards the clofe of the dry feafon. From the middle 
of Oétober till the middle of June, there is feldom a 
fingle fhower of rain. The ground becomes parch- 
ed to a cinder; and all vegetation except on the 
watered fields is deftroyed. The tread of horfes, 
camels, and bullocks, loofens each day a certain 
quantity of duft upon the furfice, which the hot 
winds beginning regularly to blow in the afternoon, 
raife into the air in the form of a thick cloud, 
which not only hides the. fun, but envelopes the 
whole {tation in midnight ‘darknefs.. At this feafon, — 
contending warriors are firft difcernible to each other 
by the clouds of duft-which-hover above them; nor 
can an individual of either be diftinguifhed till they — 
are aloft in contact, when the artillery and mufke- 
try has the appearance of thunder burfting from a 
cloud. The hiftory of the country affords many in- 
ftances of battles loft or won by the’ direction of the 
duft; a windward pofition gives an army an advan- 


tage ‘@uchs fimilar to the weatlicr gage i in an ac- 
tion Lat fea. 


"Be inhale into the lungs for feveral months to- 
gether an atmofphere loaded with duft, muft prove 
hurtful as well as difagreeable ; yet neither the Hin- 
doos nor Mahommedans have = upon any con- 


trivance ; 
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trivance to remedy this. evil. Before the arrival of 
the Europeans there was not a houfe in all India fur- 
nifhed with glafs windows; even at prefent, when 
glafs is fo common here, I believe none of the na- 
tives have availed themfelves of fo obyious a remedy. 
Glafs is confidered by the Europeans as an indifpen- 
fible requifite in the conftru@tion of every Bungalow 
at the upper tations : they have even introduced 
the ufe of it into the camp. Several officers carry, 
on. their march, a frame of glafs, which they fix in 
the windward door of their tents, during the hot 
winds, fhould the fervice call them into the field at 
that feafon. 


_ It has been propofed to protect this cantonment, 
by drawing a kind of rampart from the Ganges at 
the upper bank, to., the. dower.end of the ftation; a 
line of about fix miles in ‘length. Again{t an ene- 
my this would prove hardly any defence ; from the 
thieves it would probably afford ftill lefs protection. 
fince the far greater part of them are juftly fufpected 
of refiding within the cantonments It would how- 
ever protect the n:utive huts from the incurfions of 
the wolf, an animal from which they fuffer frequent’ 
and dreadful alarms. Hardly a night paffes in 
which they do not dafh into fome corner of the 
camp, where their purpofe is to carry off the children 
that may be found ftraggling near the huts ; and ic 
is painful to-refle&t how often they are fuccefsful. 
Their ftrength enables them to carry off a child of 
pirsk or four years, though clofely purfued by. the 
parents, 
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parents, who até pierced with the cries of their 
child without any poffibility of affording it relief. 
The inhabitants of the fouth of Europe are much 
annoyed by the wolf, but in India he is far more de- 
firudtive; becaufe here the audacity of every preda- 
tory animal is increafed by the experience they all 
have of the averfion that the Hindoos entertain to 
the fhedding of even the blood of noxious beatts. 
if they are ever roufed to enfnare thefe animals, it 
is by the Europeans who pay them a certain fum 
for bringing them alive for the purpofe of affording 
them fport inthe chace. 


Tue method in which the natives defend their 
ctop from the granivous animals, fhews how ftrong- 
ly their religious prejudi¢es operate in this particular. 
The watchmen are’ provided-with no offenfive wea- 
pons, excepting a fling; on the contrary, they com- 
tinue the whole day ftanding in one fingle pofition 
upon a pillar of clay raifed about ten feet, where they 
remain bellowing continually, that they may terrify, 
without hurting, the birds who feed upon the crop- 
Every confiderable field contains fevetal fuch centi- 
nels ftationed at different corners, who repeat the call 
‘from one to another fo inceffantly, that the invaders 
have hardly any opportunity of making good a live- 
lihood inthe field. = nec Hts el 

Tue occupation of watching a field in India, mult 


prove, one fhould imagine, one of the moft tedious 
and difagreeable in which a human being could 
AE 
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be placed.» To ftand for days and months ex- 
pofed naked to a vertical fun, without the power of 
moving fix inches from the {pot, is a ftate compared 
to which:a’prifon im England maybe regarded.as’af- 
fording the luxury of a prince. .° Yet low. manys 
thoufands here are doomed to limit their intellectual 
and bodily enjoyments to this narrow. {phere ;. and. 
what is ftill more furprifing with apparent content-: 
ment. The wants of nature are here few ; andthe 
mental -exertions neceflary to fupply them, however 
fmall, are fufficient to occupy a mind, enlarged but 
. whittle beyond thatof a brute. 


Tue real wants of nature, whatever they may be, 
muft-be fupplied : the;fexes have holes; the birds 
have nefts; fo our field-watchmen are forced during 
the rains to erect, inftead ofva clay pillar, a fcaf- 
folding of wood as high as -the érop, over which 
they fufpend a roof of ftraw to thelter their naked 
bodies from. the rain. This though conftruGed 
with much Jefs labour and ingenuity, than many ani- 
mals difplay in. preparing their dwelling, has the 
fame effe&t ; it proteGs them, from the inclemency 
ef the elements to which they muft otherwife falla 
facrifice. Thefe watchmen are entertained over and 
above the complement of herdfmen for the cattle, 
and their number is much greater. Experience 
muft have afcertained their ufe; to an European it. 
would appear that, as birds muft have fupport, 
they probably fnatch that fupport from thefe watches _ 
tie me hy ms or — the _— to him therefore 

it 


328 INDIAN RECREATIONS. 


it appears fuperfluous to refift demands that one way 
or other mutt be fatisfied. 


A concourfe of Europeans in any part of the 
country, always draws after it a proportional number 
of natives; a battalion cannot march im any direc-s 
tion without an accompanyment of camp followers 
thrice its own number. Ten thoufand foldiers fta- 
tioned for any confiderable time, will bring a popu- 
lation of five times that amount to their neighbour- 
hood. Merchants, tradefmen, and fervants of every 
denomination, find their account in following the 
train; and no inconfiderable portion of the pay of 
the army reverts to thé fame. fource from which it 
was drawn, to the formerfor cattle, grain, and vege 


~ tables, and to the artificer for his labour. 


Hence-agriculture in the vicinity of Caunpore; — 
has profited by the ftimulus of an European market, 
and high prices. Not only Indian corn, but gram, 
barley and» wheat are cultivated to an extent equal 
to the demand. Turnips, cabbages, and European 
vegetables, are at this iteafon in great abundance, 
not only in the gardens of officers, but in the fields 
cultivated by the natives. Grapes, peaches, with a 
profufion of fruit, have long fince been fupplied 
by the Kuropeans. The culture of the grape in In- 
dia, requires care, and appears to be of Europea 
extraction. ‘ rey :  Seaewe 
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Tue fugar plantations are neither numerous nor 
extenfive; I fuppofe from the want of confumpt in 
this interior fituation. The few fields I have feen 
are remarkably abundant, and rich: the crop is at 
prefent nearly ripe, and nothing can evince the fer- 
tility of the foil more ftrongly, than the comparifon 
of the fugar with the adjoining crops; the former 
though tall, and fo thick, as to render it impene- 
trable to the rays of the fun, is ‘yet far furpaffed by 
the juar, and palma chrifti, which here rife to the 
height of ten or twelve feet. Nothing in nature can 
furpafs in luxuriance a country covered with fuch 
crops; but unfortunately cultivation is here fre- 
quently interrupted by the intervention of extenfive 
waftes refembling the large’commons in England, 
‘Thefe are at this feafon{corched to barrennefs, eve- 
ry particle of yerdure.being burnt up, nothing meets 
the eye except barren fand’or duft floating withthe 

wind. The foil of thefe waltes feems to be effentially 
the fame as that which is fo fertile under. cultivation, 
and did the population require, it could be rendered 
equally produétive by the labour of a fingle feafon, 
Incomplete as the hufbandry is, the value of the ze- 
mindary around our cantonments muft have increaf- 
ed in a high degree fince this was made a ftation, 
In what proportion this increafed value is fhared by 
the Zemindar and, the Nawaub, I have not ‘Jearnt. 
No event alters the condition of the Ryut: po- 
verty is invariably his lot however circumftances i 
change, 

, Dt pao ee 


4 


MODE OF LIVING AMONG THE MILITARY AND CIVIL 
OFFICERS. - 


S@esrsee eevee a 


Caunpore, Fan. 1798. 


Tur mode of living in this part of India has, within 
the lait ten of fifteen years, undergone a very great 
alteration. Before that: period the civil and military 
fervants of the company in the firft rank were lodged 


in Bungalows worfe than thofe of a fubaltern of the - 


prefent day: as the praétice of feeding beef, mutton, 
pork, and poultry, was not then introduced, their 
tables were very poorly fupplied; even vegetables 
were not to be had ; though an article indifpenfibly 
neceflary in this climate. Their inconveniences were 
aggravated by a conftant routine of irregularity. Af- 
ter dinner it was the ufual cuftom to go to fleep, in 
the hotteft time of the day ; from this every party was 
awakened in the evening, to partake of a fupper, 
which protraéted a drunken federunt till a late hour 
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- AmuDsT continued repletion, and frequent irregu- 
larity, the climate operated with fatal influence ; for 
trying as Bengal ftill is to almoft every Luropean 
conftitution, ‘there was a time when it was deemed 
far more hoftile. A reformation highly commenda- 
ble has been effected, partly from neceffiry; but 
more by the example of a late governor general, 
whofe elevaied rank and noble birth gave him in a 
great. meafure the guidance of fathion. Regular 

hours and fobriety of condué became as decidedly 

the teft of a man of fafhion, as they were formerly 

of irregularity. Thoufands owe their lives, and ma- 

ny more their health, to this change, which had nei+ 

ther been reckoned upon, nor even forefeen by thole 

who introduced it. 


One fpecies of diffipation.,often leads to others : 
the late hours and hard drinking induced gaming, 
which prevailed toa degree ruinous to many indivi- 
duals; the fame nobleman, above alluded to, by 
giving this. practice his decided difa»probation, and 
promoting fuch as refrained from it, has im a great 
degree leflened the habit, by bringing it into difgraces 
Much. diffipation, however, ftill remains: it is the 
prevailing vice of the military character in every 
country ; and the prevalence of it in India fome have 
tegarded as the deftruétion of our power in the Eatt : 
they allege ‘* That this has gradually weakened, and 
and at laft diffolved the connettion of every country 
with its diftant dominions, and that we are not to ex= 
peét a miracle wrought in our behalf to effect an ex- 

perth : emption 
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emption from the’ common cataftrophe of nations. 
What Mr. Hume fays of defpotifm, may be with 
equal juftice aflerted of the growth of felfifh and dif- 
folute manners, it is the Euthanafia of our einpare in 
= part of the world.” 


Tuer fuggéft too, “ That other circumftances 
may intervene to prevent either a natural or an eafy 
diffolution.” Am independent army, involved in debt 
by extravagance, or ftimulated by avarice, may feize, 
brevi manu, all our poffefions for themfelves, while 
the infamy of the treafon may fink or difappear, 
amidft the univerfal depravity. . Where the principle 
of promotion is length of fervice, without any other 
confideration, the moft-.worthlefs and diffolute may 
look forward to command-with as much confidence 
as the moft: ‘meritorious officers If diligence, brave- 
ry, and good condué be attended with no advantage, 
they will be foon abandoned and ridiculed as ufelefs 
qualifications. A perfon receiving a commiffion, - 
inftead of regarding it~as an obligation to’ dif- 
charge the duties of a laborious profeffion, will con- _ 
fider it a kind of freehold property yielding him @_ 
‘certain annual fum, which nothing but death can we 
ire him of.’? oes 


Tuey attert « "That among thofe who are aceu& 
tomed to command, an independent, haughty, and 
imperious character becomes unavoidable, unlefs they 
are in their turn fubjeéted to the control of a fupe- — 
tior. Thiie> control, however, is entirely ar 
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the moment you allow an officer to regard every ftep 
of promotion as a right pofitively conferred by his 
own fervice oe anit of the will of any rine a 
i 
“ THAT if with all thofe circumftances, you grant 
a liberty to each officer who applies for it to remove 
into any other corps, as often as intereft or caprice 
fhall fuggeft, even the fubaltern will be releafed from 
every tie of fubordination. Does his conduét give 
offence to his. fuperior officer, he exchanges into ano- 
ther regiment, and bids him defiance. Subordina- 
tion among officers not only ceafes ; but the difcip. 
line of the private men is totally negle@ted. The di- 
ligent and faithful officers-by this fyftem, can look 
for no more than he pwhors totally unacquainted 
with the fervice. . That inthis climate, without fome 
motive to induftry,’ there» wilhnot long remain the 
appearance of exertion ; Parade duty will foon be 
neglected, and neither ofticers -nor men will retain 
fufficient knowledge of their duty, to be of any fer- 
vice; except drawing their monthly allowances.”” 


« Trart fubalterns rendered independent of their 
fuperior officers, begin to treat them as their equals, 
and defpife their authority ; hence by attaching the 
general officers, you by no means fecure the duty or 
attachment of the army: it becomes in your hands a 
rope of fand, and only to be guided by its own intereft 
or caprice. That an army, efficient in point of num- 
ber, may thus become altogether inadequate to the 
defence or protection of the country: to its employ- 

ers 
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ers only it can prove formidable ; they may be con- 
fidered, as at its difcretion ; or rather they may be 
regarded as having conftruéted an unwieldy and tote 
tering edifice, which muft crufh them by its fall.??~ 


¢¢ TxatT fhould no dangerous enterprizes be un- 
dertaken by an army in this independent and infub- 
ordinate ftate, its difcipline will foon fo far decline, 
that hardly any military appearance, fave that of the. 
uniform, fhall appear. The whole ftudy of officers 
will be to fecure fituations of emolument, or fuch 
parts of the fervice as may fuit their convenience or 
pleafure.”’ 


“ Tsar thefe effets have not been difcovered in 
the Coinpanr: s army in India, they allege, is highly 
that mixture which compoles our military force in. 
this part of the world, you meet with French, 
Dutch, Portuguefe, and wanderers from every na- 
tion in Europe : among thefe, how: ever, there are not 
a few of refpectable families in Britain, who, them- 
felves men of charaéter, hope to return and 
{pend in comfort the little competence acquired im 
the fervice.. Any enterprize involving the tranquilli- 
ty of their country, or their own eftimation at home, 
would preclude fuch hopes, and therefore is avoided. 
Whatever may be the views of others of a different 
defeription, nothing can be undertaken without a ge- 
neral concert and co-operation: hence it has beea 
the ao of our India pofiefons to hang by a 


thread, | 
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thread, which their defenders have not yet agreed, 
with one heart and one mind, to touch; though, 


perhaps, fecretly confcious, that with the firft breath 
of commotion it would be for ever broken.’* 


THESE Génicliifionis may appear “plastbte, ‘but. they 
proceed on the fuppofition, that military gentlemen 
in this fervice, are equally incapable of difcerning 
their own intereft, and of eftimating their power. 
The revenues of India, under a military government, 
would probably ceafe to be confiderable ; and would 
certainly fail to be engrofled by one or a few mili- 
tary defpots, who had transferred the powers of go- 
vernment to their own perfons. ‘Their inferiors would 
only be treated with regard foy long as they were the 
neceflary tools of their ambition: the power of each 
was no fooner fecured,°than he would fpurn thefe 
affociates, as the abettors of one treafon, or dread 
them as the projeCtors of.a fecond. On the moft 
favourable fuppofition, that of unanimity among the 
officers on the divifion of their fpoils, a circumftance 
which perhaps never yet happened, a few only could 
‘command. The lot of the far greater part would be 
that of hirelings to a military ufurper, whofe govern- 
ment and fervice had no known rules, either of law, 
cuftom or difcretion. He pays no high compliment 
to the difcernment of any fet of men, who fuppofes 
that they would (abftracting from the immorality of 
the bufinefs, ) prefer fuch a fituation to the prefent fer- 
vice, grievous, as in fome inftances, it may appear. 
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. Ir would be doing injuftice to fo numerous a body 
to fuppofe, that thefe confequences are not forefeen 
and fully weighed by many of them; on the idea that 
a change of government could be effected by the mili- 
tary force in India: But the poflibiliry of their ac- 
complifhing fuch an obje&t, feems more than doubt- 
ful. The European part of the army is a motely 
mixture of all nations, afmall bribe might engage 
them in any enterprife; but they are the moft de. 
bauched and unprincipled troops any where to be met 
with; and would give no fuflicient fupport to any 
caufe, whether good or bad. 


Tu native troops, in every thing the reverfe of 
the Europeans, would )be guarded by their integrity 
from fuch meafures, unlefs-difguifed under the ap- 
pearance of duty. Sucha deception would not be 
long fupported, and as foon as the truth was dif- 
covered, they would be more apt to revenge them- 
felves upon their betrayers than to fight their battles, 


Suppose, however, all thefe obftacles overcome, 
and the country in poffeffion of the troops, how is 
fucceffion of European officers and privates to be pro- 
cured for.the fupport of difcipline: In a few years 
the prefent race mutt yield to the feverity of the 
climate, and the difcipline of a native corps, would 
not furvive the officers for fix months. ‘Then the 
Indian army would fall back to its original flate 
under native difcipline, and could give no more 


effectual 


INDIAN RECREATIONS. 337 


effeétual oppofition to Europeans than when they at 
firft conquered this country. 


In America the caufe of revolt was conftantly fup- 

ported and ftrengthened by a growing {pirit of in. 
dependence in every individual. In India fuch a 
{pirit never was felt, nor could ever be infufed into a 
hundred perfons. The two caufes are in direct op- 
pofition, and the refult would be totally different. I 
know that fome perfons, more accuftomed to fpeak 
than to think, have fancied they faw in India another 
America; but in the two countries every thing is 
contrafted: manners, education, habit and religion, 
And the man who imagines that a change in favour © 
of freedom could be effetted in the one as eafily as 
the other, muit be ignora, ef both. 

Wits a powerful fest: it will ite be in the pow- 
er of Britain to tranfport a confiderable force to India; 
while without a continual fupply of European officers 
no difcipline can be fupported in native troops to op- 
pofe that force. A day of retribution very foon 
would unavoidably come, when the fpirit of the na- 
tion would be avenged on its perfidious fervants ;— 


Manet alte repoftum 
—————Spreti injuria regni 
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IDEA OF THE MOGUL EMPIRE IN THE REIGN OF ACBER. 
i 7 
fo Sa See 


Caunpore, Fan. 1798, 


Tur reign of Acber is an important zra in the an 
nals of Hindoftan: it continued half a century, and 
may be regarded as the Auguftan Age of the Ma- 
hommedan Emperors. . Fortunately for the infor-_ 
mation of pofterity, his intelligent minifter Abul Fa-. 

zel, has left a tolerably corre& and detailed account 

of his government, and the ftate of the country at 
this period : large allowance however muft be made 
for the pompous defcriptions.of the grandeur of the 
~. monarch, and the fulfome adulation paid to his wif- 
dom, which are confpicuous throughout this work, 
which he has entitled the Ayeen Acbery, or Mirror — 
of Acber. : 


Ar the death of this monarch in 1605, his domi: 
nions extended from the Thibet mountains on the — 
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horth, to the province of Viziapoor and Golconda 
on the fouth ; and from the borders of Aracan, Af- 
fam, and Bootan on the eaft, to the river Altock, 
and Cubuliftan on the weft. It confifted, according 
to the account of Abul Fazel, of one hundred and 
five provinces, and two thoufand feven hundred dif. 
tricts : a vaft territory comprehending the fineft and 
richeft countries in the péninfula. For the more 
convenient adminiftration of the government of this 
vaft empire, Acber divided his dominions into fifteen 
Subahs,: over each of which he appointed a Subadar 
or viceroy, with various fubordinate officers. The 
names of thefe Subahs were Delhi, Agra, Allaha- 
bad, Oude, Agimer, Ahinedabad, Bahar, Bengal, 
Cabul, Lahore, Multan; Muterah, Berar, Candeifh, 
and Ahmedgnagur. -According to the accurate de- 
tail of this fubje&t, given in ‘the Afiatic Regifter, the 
empire thus divided was governed nearly on the 
fame ‘principles as the ancient Hindu ftates. The 
Emperor, however, ruled with a more abfolute {way 
than the ancient Rajahs, who were cramped by the 
interference of an arbitrary fyitem of religion, inter- 
woven with the civil code; and by a domineering 
hierarchy, which in that code is placed above the 
prince in the order of fociety, and which operated 
with a commanding influence upon both the opi- 
-nions and the ations of the fovereign. 


Boru as a warrior and a ftatefman, Acber poffef- 
fed fingular merit.“ As he enlarged his dominions 
beyond the limits tranfinitted to him by his anceftors, 

it 
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it was alfo his glory to govern them by a ftricter res 
gard to juftice than the precedents which they had 
left him. What peculiarly diftinguifhed him above 
_ every Mahommedan prince is the liberality of his re- 
ligious fentiments, and the unlimited toleration which 
he allowed to every clafs of his fubjects. Both the 
prince and his minifter difplay an enlargement of 
mind on this fubjeét far beyond what we fhould ex- 
pect from the adherents of the Mahommedan faiths 
and a liberality in his treatment of Schifmatics, 
which at the fame period no European in 
-feems to have poffefled. 


- Ty the diéiniiinn which he conquered, as oa 
as thofe which he he eld-by- hereditary right, he not 
only reftored the Hindoos: to the free exercife of 
their religion, but alfo to many of their civil rights * 


“ In the ancient Hindu ftate, it would appeat 
from every document, that the prince was the abfo- 
lute; and fole proprictor of the foil; that the land 
thidighout his dominions was apportioned in fimall 
allotments to the hufbandmen, by whom it was cul- 
tivated upon the tenure of a perpetual hereditary — 
leafe;_ that the grofs produce of the foil conftituted - 
the revenue of the ftate, and that one fixth partonly 
of that produce, with fome variations, had from cuf- 
tom immemorial been demanded by the rye 

neti 


* Vide Afistic Reg. vol. 3d. p. 2. 
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Of this grofs produce, part was paid in kind, and 
part in money. ‘The ftate of landed property in 
Hindoftan continued nearly the fame for the firlt 
three centuries after the Mabemmeden sopaellay 


THE vide and ferocious bisias. a the Ghiznian 
race, rather over-ran, than fubdued the weftern pro- 
vinces. With the fhort-fighted avarice of barbarians, 
they preferred the immediate plunder of moveable 

property, to the more permanent advantage to be de- 
rived froma well protected hufbandry. They were 
fucceeded by the Afghan dynafty, characterized in 
general by the fame qualities; and though their 
power was better eftablifhed, and more permanent, 
they eftablifhed no defined=mode of payment, or 
fettled fyftem of contribution. If the Ryut was not 
driven into the woods’ by: ‘aétwal' violence, he pined » 
under the moft rigorous exactions, which feemed to 
have no limits but his ability to pay. During the 
earlier reigns of the Mahommedan princes, very 
fcanty details are afforded by their hiftorians of .the 
ordinary meafures of internal adminiftration. When 
the horror of the feene becomes deepened by the de- 
yattations of fome new conqueror, they are more 
circumftantial than in the common routine of vulgar 
oppreflions; and it may upon the whole be aflerted 

of the beft of thefe princes, that whilft the trealury 
was kept tolerably full, they were little anxious about 
_ the fources from which it was fupplied. 
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On the acceflion of Acer, a fyftem of moderatiofl 
‘was immediately adopted ; all arbitrary impofitions 
under the name of Jehaat, and Sayer Jehaat, were 
abolifhed ; though thefe, we are informed by his hif 
torian, had in fome reigns equalled the whole quit- 
rent of the empire. All merchandize, with a few 
exceptions, were permitted to pals free of duty ; and 
the practice of forcibly recruiting the army from the 
Hindoo labourers was difcontinued. Thefe regula- 
tions, which were of themfelves fufficient to alter the 
whole conftitution of government, ‘were followed up 
‘by a variety of others in the fame fpirit, which have 
diftinguifhed the reign of this monarch with a highs 
~ _ eink oes Ee 





ne “te Siamiacer omnes 0 of ihe attest 
revenue, this princeavailed’himfelf of the ae 
Rajah Tudor Mull, a Hindoo, diftinguithed through- 


out Hindoftan for’ bis financial abilities’ Abul © : 


Fazel, a ftatefman no lefs eminent in political faga- 
city, was raifed to the management of the civil go- 
vernment ; and the various reforms which he effect= 
ed in every branch of affairs, give at once an. high 
idea of his talents, and of the prudent choice of the 
monarch. The inftitutions of Acber eftablifhed 19 
every province of the empire a fyftematic order and 
regularity, not only in executing the affairs of go" 
vernment, but in the adminiftration of Sadie ee 


THE Subadar, or r viceroy, was i vanedaaee Lae 
prefentative of the Emperor; and along with the 
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Sunnud, or order for his appointment, he receiv- 
ed a written code of inftru@tions, the injunétions of 
which, fuch as that forbidding to fwear, or ufe foul 
language, though apparently minute and ridiculous, © 
muft have had neverthelefs much influence in ftimu- 
lating his induftry, and preferving his fidelity in the: 
difcharse of his duty: the welfare of the people is: 
held out as the great end. of all his endeavours, and. 
the only foundation of the happinefs of the ftate.. 
Under the viceroy, the Poujdar pofleffes jurifdiction: 
over feveral diftricts: he is confidered as an execu- 
tive officer, who carries into effect the orders of the 
Subah. His duty is to protect the hufbandmen, and 
punifh rebellious or refractory zemindars, 


THe judges of Matbtirmedan courts were. the 
Cazy and the Meer Adul:z the firft tried caufes, 
and the other paffed ‘fentence. All caufes whether. 
civil or criminal were fubmitted to their cognizance, 
when the parties were Mahommedans ; but in liti- 
gations between Hindoos only, the detifiort was left 
to two Pundits, who tried and determined each cafe 
according to the ordinances of the Hindoo code. 


Eacu province, city, and even each quarter of the 
fame city, was put under the infpection of a police 
officer, named a Cutwal. This officer was appoint- 
ed by the Emperor, and was refponfible to deliver 


up 


=* Ayeen Acbery, vol,  p. 368. 
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up to juftice every perfon who fhould be weilcns of art 

illegal a&t within his jurifdiéiion. "When any theft 
was committed, the police officer was anfwerable for 
the value of the ftolen goods, if he did not fucceed 
in apprehending the delinquent. The inhabitants 
themfelves feem alfo to have been liable, when any 
robbery was committed, if they did not difcover to 
the Cutwal, or fecure the offender. By thefe regu- 
Jations the police was fo vigoroufly enforced that tra- 
vellers might pafs through the country in perfe& 
fafety by night as well as by day. We have the tef- 
timony of both Bernier and Tavernier with regard to 
the fecurity of perfons and property, that arofe from. 
the peculiar vigilance of the police during fucceeding 
reigns, when thefe regulations fill fubfifted: the 
former of thefe gentlemen has performed i in various 
parts of India more exténfive journies than any) ins 
dividual. 


Tue inhabitants of every houfe, in each town, 
were regiftered by the police-man ; the ftreets, lanes, 
and public roads were fuperintended by his officers. 
During night, the peace was preferved by armed pas 
troles, fome of infantry, and others of cavalry. To 
- fecure the diligence of the Cutwal, and to prevent 
his collufion with diforderly perfons, his whole con- 
du& was watched by two fpies altogether unknown? 
to him, who wrote to court every month a particular 
account of every occurrence. 


by 
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_ By this vaft. eftablifhment of police officers, tran- 
quillity was not only fecured, but a fort of moral 
difcipline was eftablithed, which feemed not uiifavour- 
able to thé virtuous habits of the people ; though it 
muft have béen altogether incompatible either with 
perfonal or civil freedom. Under the protection 
which it afforded the people ; and from the fecurity 
of propetty which it effected, the induftry of the. 
Hindoos was ftimulated to fome degree of attivity ; 
and agricultute, manufactures, and internal comi- 
merce arofe to a degree of profperity equal, perhaps, 
to what they enjoyed under the ancient princes of 
their own ace. 


Tue contributions 16 thé flate being raifed with 


_ mildnefs and equity, were ‘borne with great eafe and 


cheerfulnefs by the ‘peafant, ‘though they rofe to an 
amount that far exceeded whatever had been raifed 
in any former period. Towards the end of Acber’s 
reign, when. the felutary effects of his regulations 
had time to operate, the taxes amounted annually to 
thirty-fix millions fterling: In a country, and ata 
period when money was perhaps ten times the value 
it bears in Britain, this conftituted no doubt a large 
fum ; efpecially fince drawn almoft wholly from the 
iacodiedi produce of land. The few taxes paid by 
manufadures and merchandize; were of little confi- 
deration in the amount. Vaft as this fum may ap- 
pear, it did not amount to one fourth of the produce 
of the lands, according to the affeffinent made out by 
Tuder Mull: and though it does not feem. to have 


x x com- 
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comprehended the provifion for the poor, the bouns 
ties to learned men, nor the penfions given to decay» 
ed families, yet we are at a lofs to conceive how it 
fupported that immenfe eftablifhment civil and mili- 
tary, which was upheld by the Mogul Princes. The 
Zemindary troops, a fort of militia which was main- 
tained exclufively in each province for the purpofe 
of colleéting the revenues, and enforcing the police,. 
amounted, we are affured, to no fewer than four mil- 
lions of men, infantry and cavalry. If to this num- 
ber we add the regular army, which confifted of 
eight hundred thoufand men, we fhall find a very 
{mall allowance to each foldier; even though we 
put out of the eftimateall the expences of the court, 
and the fuperior officers in all the departments of the 
ftate. Either the Sebundy troops muft have ferved 
with little or no pay, “for a‘certain part of the year 
only; or the author of the Ayeen Acbery muft have 
committed fome palpable miftake. ‘The lands allot- 
ted for penfions to meritorious officers, and provifion 
for the poor, are termed Jagheer, and Seyurghal, 
and are not enumerated in the ordinary revenues of 
the crown. The laft were immenfe in value, and 
committed to the difpofal of the Suddar, or high 
almoner; an office highly important, but of a na- 
ture fo difcretionary, that the faithful difcharge of it 
was frequently found to be a tafk beyond the reach 
ef human virtue. Abul Fazel, the author of Ayeen 
Acbery, after the difgrace of feveral great perfonages; 
had the fuperintendance of this department com- 
mitted to him by the Emperor, whofe eae 3 
| feemg 
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feems to have fhared as completely as the great Sully 
did that of his matter. 


Tue collection of thé reventes was conduéed by 
a numerous body of officers, whofe fidelity was at- 
tempted to be fecured by various checks and con- 
trols: the principle of thefe checks feems to have 
been a mixture of Muffulman arid Hindoo officers ; 
of the firftclafs was the Aumil, an officer appointed 
annually by the Subahdar ; under him, of the fame 
-¥eligious faith, was the Tepukehy, the Zemindar 
Conengoe, and Karkun, were Hindoos itt corre- 
fponding fituations, as a control upon the firft ; but 
the moft complete contrivance for this purpofe, was 
the appointment of two! Wakyatnavees, or news 
writers, who feem to-hate been unknown, or at 
leaft totally ihdependentiof.all the reft, and who 
tranfmitted daily tothe’ ‘prefence, by polt, an acs 


count of every occurrence: 


In the appointnient of the Hindéo officers of res 
venue, and particularly of the Zemindar, there was 
a peculiarity which has occafioned much difeuffion 
in the Englith fyftem of finance. "This office, ac- 
cording to the Hindoo law, had been hereditary ; 
and in the Sunnud, or written appointment from 
the king, the office of colleétor is conferred as an in- 
_ heritance, on the fpecial condition of executing the 
truft with fidelity. Along with their appointment, 
thefé officers received a certain portion of land — 
shea Nanker, as a part of their official allowance; 
and 
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and of which they were invefted in the. abfolute prot 
prietary right, by the fame tenure, that:they held 
their office, Thefe portions of land allotted to the 
Zemindar, being intended. merely as a provifion for 
his family, were. {mall ; and their produttive value 
was deduced from his pay; which was ten per cent. 
upon the rents which he collected for government. 


. ‘Tue office of Zemindar feems to have ‘been patt- 
ly executive, and partly judicial ; his bufinefs on the 
part of government was fpecified in the Sunnud of 
his appointment : it confilted i in realifing the rentya- 
greed upon for his diftrid; in prote@ting the Ryut 
from injuftice ; and in punifhing, by fine or chaftife- 
ment, -fuch as were criminal or refractory: and 
though the terms of. his appointment conferred here- 
ditary right 5 yet it was cuftomary for government 
to difmifs Zemindars from their fituation, and to. de- 
prive them of their Nankeer lands, on. their being 
convicted of fraudulent and corrupt prattices, oF 
even of culpable negligence in the difcharge of their 
duty. ‘Their fituation, therefore, bears little refem- 
blance, but in name, to the landholder in more free 
countries, where the fovereign does not act as the 
mafter of his fubjeéts, or as pesprities of ae 


_ Aux the orden of government, siepeedies; the Ry. 
ve were delivered to them by the Zemindar ; be 

likewife all their grievances and complaints 

were ‘preferred: he was, the. oftenfible agent of the’ — 

——— in whatever related to ee ee 
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- fate, and to the rural economy of the couritry.» But 
the prudent Acber deemed it unfafe to confide en- 
tirely to: Hindoos in matters of fuch extenfive im- 
portance ; he appointed, therefore, a Mahommedan 
Aumil and. a Putchy to each diftri& of the country 
to afitt in the collection of the revenues, and to be 
a check on the conte a = Zemindars. 
"Fug inflates Suen. Geactistels by Sir William. 

Jones, and the digeft of Hindoo law tranflated by 
Mr Colebrook, have at laft fettled beyond contro- 

verfy the long agitated queftion regarding the pro- 
perty of the foil. It appears now indifputable, that 
the proprietary right of the foil was velted in the 
King, both by the Hindoo and Muffulman fyftem of 
government ; that the a@ual caltivators of the land, 
held their fmall farms immediately from the King, 
by perpetual hereditary leafes;- om’the fpecific: condi- 
tion of paying, at ftated times, a certain proportion 
of the annual produce of their lands ; and that be 
tween the prince and the hufbandman there was no 
intermediate proprietors whatever, ‘and that the 
Zemindars,; who have been fuppofed proprietors, 
were only hereditary fervants of the prince, — 
_ ed for fpecific purpoles. 


- Sucw is the brief ftatement of the civil inftitutions 
of Acber ; ‘this military eftablifhment was equally 
extenfive. Befides thofe irregular troops, command- 
ed by the Aumil, the Cutwall and Zemindar in-each 
ae and) which were upwards of four millions, 


ae ‘ the 
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the regular army, which confifted of Muffulnians, 
amounted to above eight hundred thoufand men. 
The former ferved only in their particular diftridts, 
for the purpofes of police or revenue, the latter fer- 
ved to oppofe the enemies of the ftate,; on whatever 
quarter they might invade it. 


Tu imperial atmy was divided into 440 munfubs 
or battalions, of unequal numbers, but each propor- 
‘ tioned to the rank of the commander, called a mut- 
fabdar. Each of thefe munfubs confifts of two-thirds 
cavalry, and one-third infantry ; and the three larger 
were commanded by the Emperor’s fons. The fir . 
contained ten, the fecond eight, and the third feven 
thoufand cavalry, having each a third of that numbet 
of infantry attached to‘it, “The cavalry were armed 
with with long cutlaffes ; the infantry with bows and 
arrows ; one-third only having mufkets, or more 
properly matchlocks, which they denominate bon 
docks. 


A PROPORTIONATE number of artillery was at 
tached to each munfub, together with a requifite al- 
lowance of elephants, horfes, camels, and carts for 
their baggage. The royal palace, and perfon of the 
Emperor, were guarded by a chofen body of men, in _ 
addition to the regular army: to which alfo were 
added, as occafion might require, 100,000 gladiators 

baz),confifting of ten different corps, armed 
differently with fhields and cudgels, or with daggers 
and id poignardy. Te whole of this army was = 


= 


INDIAN RECREATIONS. 35t 


Into 12 grand divifions, which did duty month after 

month alternately during the time of peace; and 

officers of every rank were obliged to attend to their 
_flated routine of * duty. 


IRREGULARITY in furnithing their pay Ge ever 
proved the grand defect in all Afiatic armies. The 
difcontents and open mutinies arifing from this caufe, 
have often rendered the military more dangerous to 
their employers than to their enemies. Here the dif- 
cernment of Acber fhone confpicuous: for on the 
firft day of every month the proper officers were fur- 
nifhed with the means, and dire&ted to iflue their pay 
to the troops—This varied not only among the offi- 
cers, but the private foldiers} according to the corps 
in which they ferved. “Thelallowance of a munfub- 
dar, varied from 60) ‘00't0 ‘one thoufand Tupees per 
month, according to the number of their corps: that 
of the foot foldier from ten to thirty rupees ; while 
the allowance of a trooper rofe from twelve to ninety. 
The omrahs, who commanded the grand divifions of 

- the army, and whofe duty correfponded with that of 
general officers in European armies, had very fre- 
quently aflignments of certain portions of land al- 
lowed them for pay. Thefe were held during life or 
perpetuity, on condition of performing military fer- 
vice, and fupporting a certain number of troops, rea- 
dy for aétual fervice or any emergency. Th 
tains had fimilar confignments made over to them; 
but, in all cafes, it was provided, that the holders. of 
aed Jaghiers, fhould make no alteration in the lea- 

fes 
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fes of the Ryuts, by requiring greater exactions thai 
had been paid to government. 


- So cH was the manner in which a great army 
was conftruéted and paid,” fays a judicious writer, © 
** by one of the ableft and moft accomplifhed princes 
that ever adorned the annals of Afia. Yet the very 
formation of this vaft multitude of armed men, is at 
variance with every principle of military fcience, or- 
der, and difcipline; and is of itfelf fufficient to fhow, 
that Acber, with all his talents, very little furpafled 
the reft of his countrymen, in his ideas of military af 
fairs.—Twice the number of cavalry to that of infan- 
try; fo great difproportion i in the number of men of 
which the different corps was compofed ; fuch a wide 
difference between the pay of officers of the fame 
rank, are defects of fuch magnitude in the organiza- 
tion of an army, as mutt neceflarily have prevented 
its ever attaining any degree of fyftematic difcipline, 
or performing the common evolutions with precifion 
and effe&t. Yet fuch was the general ignorance © of 
Afiatics in military fcience, that this cumbrous army, 
which, oppofed toa body of 30,000'Europeans, mult 
have been defeated by its own radical defeéts, never- 
thelefs kept all the furrounding nations in i te 
awe. 


#; ; IWARLIKE as the furrounding nations were, the 
ficiency of the imperial troops, was often ftriking- 
dy exemplified .i in their contefts with the fubordinate 


gorse of the peninfula, The four Myfobeat 
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princes in the Deccan, namely that Golconda, Biji- 
poor, Colberga, and Telingah were not fubdued du- 
ring the whole of this reign: the two firft remained 
independent when Tavernier vifited India in the time 
of Jehanguire : and though the imperial policy was 
continually bent upon their - fubjugation, there was no 
period, even in their moft profperous reigns, in 
which the imperial arms obtained the complete do- 
minion of the peninfula. The numerous armies, 
and the immenfe treafures of the ftate, though guided 
by the fuperior wifdom of Acber, were continually 
waited in fubduing the rebellions, -or in combating 
the independent members of this community of na- 
tions. A number of finall Hindoo ftates ftill retain- 
ed their independence ;\-and although they had but 
“little. dire&t influence on-the politics of Hindoftan, 
yet, by combining with the Muflulman princes of the 
Deccan, they prevented the preponderating power of 
Delhi from gaining a complete afcendant over them. - 
When the Mahratta tribes, originally a paftoral peo- 
ple on the mountains of Berar, afterwards coalefced 
into a nation; they made continual predatory erup- 
tions into the adjacent provinces of the empire ; and 
though frequently driven back, they were never 
wholly fubdued. In a word, the whole military efta- 
blifhments of the Mogul empire, though increafed to. 
the incredible amount of near five millions of men, 
were not fo efficient cither in maintaining internal 
peace or profecuting war, as the more energetiaiitém, 
adopted by the Brith Eaft India Company, a 
ee © i : it 
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it does not withdraw from the induftry of the coun- 
try one-fortieth part of the number of hands. 


Tue expenditure of thirty-fix millions, in the pay 
~ of officers and troops of every defcription, a8 no part 
of this vaft fum was carried out of the country, im- 
plies a powerful demand for manufactures, and a 
ftrong ftimulus to induftry : "yet the export trade of 
Hindoftan was, probably, not equal to what it is at 
prefent. The Jofs of inhabitants, and the deftruétion 
of property,’ occafioned by the diftraétions, and final 
diffolution of the Mogul government, muft have ma- 
terially injured the profperity of the country. The 
~ Britith provinces of Bengal, and Bahar, fuffered for 
many years largely by théfe diftra€tions, yet their re- 
venues, evenin their diminifhed ftate, will not be dif- 
graced by a ‘comparifon-of their prefent products, 
with that which they yielded under the celebrated 
adminiftration of Acber. 2 


Tue Subah of Bahar, according to the Ayeen Ac- 
bery, was rated annually in the books of the Exche- 
quer at five millions five hundred and forty-feven 
thoufand rupees, at a reafonable exchange, equal to 
554.7001. It contributed at the fame time above 
half a million of troops—In the fame volume Bengal 
ftands affefled at 14,961,482 rupees, or one million 
and a half Sterling, while it contributed 824,000 fol- 


* Ayeen Acbery, vol. 2d. p. 19. "= 
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diers, and upwards of 4000 cannons, and as many 
boats. : 


On looking into the India budget for 1797, we 
find the revenue of the Bengal provinces, v which. core . 
refpond with thefe fubahs in the Ayeen Acbery, 
flated at above fix humdred millions Sterling.— . 
Here is a revenue of nearly three times the amount of 
that obtained. | by t the immortal Acber, from provinces 
that had been ravaged by Mahrattas for twenty years 
before they fell into our poffeffion, and in a manner | 

which the old inhabitants ftill defcribe with horror. 
Nor can the prefent impoft be regarded as more, or, 
even equally as oppreflive with the other, fince the 
enormous requifition of a million and a half of troops, 
boats, and artillery is. not exacted from the in- 
habitants. “Aina 
_ From this fimple flatement of facts, it will appear 
with what juftice fome declaimers hold up the gran- 
deur, power, and profperity of the Mogul govern- 
ment, compared to the prefent ftate of the Britith 
provinces in India. The complaifance may be par- 
doned in Abul Fazel, writing under the eye of a de- 
fpotic prince, whom he dreaded, and whom he pro- 
bably brought himfelf to believe to be endowed with 
» preternatural powers, fince he confidently afferts, that 
he was gifted with infpiration ; but from what bias 
modern writers are led to afcribe every advantage to 
paft, and every evil to the prefent fyftem, and the 


prefent times it is not fo eafy to conjecture, as it is to 
prove 
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prove, that their reprefentations are altogether nu- 
founded intruth. The vaft, unwieldy, and expenfive 
machinery of the Mogul government is proved by 
the concurring teftimony of hiftory to have been very 
inefficient in promoting either the peace or profperi- 
ty of the people: bad, however, as it was, had the 
European fyftem immediately fucceeded it, the ad- 
vantage to the country muft have been immente. 
Eftablifhed as the latter has been, upon the fcattered 
fragments of fociety, and the mere wreck of empire, 
it appears aftonifhing to contemplate fo fpeedy a re- 
novation as that which it has effected ; and to behold 
a new fabric of human afjciation rifing from the ruins 
_ of the old, of a more feemly and convenient ftructure, 
as well as of more durable materials. 


oe 








GENERAL SKETCH OF THE MAHRATTA GOVERNMENT. 


Chunar, 1798. 


Berors I left Europe, :[-freely own that I entertain- 
ed the fame erroneous) notion; regarding the influence 
of the Britith government on the peace and fecurity 
of the natives of Afia; which were then prevalent 
in England, The idea of foreigners making fuch 
-vaft and rapid conquefts in a diftant country, was in 
my mind clofely allied with much mifery, rapine and 
oppreffion, exercifed againft the unwarlike and paf- 
five Hindoos. The forcible poffeflion of a country 
which by immemorial prefcription, the beft of all. 
rights, was their own; with me T confefs militated 
againft the very firft principles of juftice. It was 
only by the irrefiftible evidence of athoufand facts, 
and daily obfervation that I have been forced to a- 
bandon thofe opinions which were cherifhed not mere- 
ly as virtuous, but a part of myfelf. Jam fully con_ 
: . Bee vinced 
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vinced that the conqueft of Afia by Europeans, has 
not been a fevere difpenfation, but a grand and ufeful 
remedy for the innumerable evils which they fuffered. 


Upon your mind I have little hope of producing the — 
fame conviction : The Barbary ftates however, Egypt 
and the whole Turkifh empire, have long remained in 
fuch a ftate of barbarous anarchy, that even an'Eng- _ 
lifhman could believe they might be benefited by a con- 
queft. After what I have witneffed, I have no diffi- 
culty in admitting that the government of the moft un- _ 
principled nation in Europe, would produce a defira- 
ble ammthioration of its condition. 


THe Mogul government ; at No period offered full. 
fecurity to the prince, ‘till'tefs to his vaffals; and to— 
peafants the moft fcanty proteétion of all. Tt was a 
continued tiffue of violence and infurre€tion, treach: | 
ery and punifhment, under which neither commerce - 
nor the arts could’ profper, nor agriculture aflume 
the appearance of a fyftem : Its downfall gave rife to 
a ftate ftill more afflictive, fince anarchy is worfe than 

_mifrule. ‘The Mahommedan government, wretched as. 
it was, the European’ nations have not the micrit of 
overturning. It fell beneath the weight of its own 
corruption, and had already been fucceeded by the 
multifarious tyranny of petty chiefs, whofe Tight to 
govern confifted in their treafon to the ftate, and 
whofe exactions on the peafants were as boundlcls. as. 
their avarice. The rents’ to government wer 2a “and 
where natives rule; ftill are levied twice a year, “by Pa 

mercilets 
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-mercilefs banditti; under the femblance of an army, 
who. wantonly deftroy or carry off whatever part 
of the produce. may fatisfy their caprice, or fatiate 
their avidity, after having hunted:the-ill fated peafants 
from the. villages to the woods. . Any attempt of the 
peafants to defend their perfons or property within 
the mud walls of their villages, only calls for the more 
. fignal vengeance on thofe ufeful, but ill fated mortals. 

They are: then furrounded and attacked with mufket- 
ry and field-pieces till refiftance ceafes, when the fur- 
vivors are fold, and their habitations burnt and le- 
- velled with the ground. Hence’ you will frequently 
meet with the ryuts gathering up the fcattered rem- 
nants of what had yefterday been their habitation, 
if fear has permitted theni.to return; but oftener the 
ruins are {een {moking,-after a Seond vifitation of 
this kind ; without,the appearance of a human n-being 
to interrupt the awful filence of defolation. 


Tus defcription does not apply to the Mahomme- 
dan chieftains alone; it is equally applicable to the 
Rajahs in the diftrits governed by Hindoos. Thefe 
two races of men, however diftin@ they continue in 
certain modes and obfervances, are very much affi- 
milated in barbarity, and in ignorance of the art of 
government: Their neighbourhood, occafions a per- 
petual intercourfe of war or contention, which 
ftrengthens every malevolent principle to a degree, in- 
compatible either with peace or improvement. This 
is the more to be regretted, as the Hindoos are regain- 
_ ing the fovereignty of their ancient poffeflions. At 
: « __ prefent 
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prefent the Mahratta people extend their fway in one 
form’ or another, from the bay of Bengal, to the 
river Indus. ‘The degraded Hindoo fovereign is re- 
inftated in the Myfore, fo that this antient people have 
recovered more than one half of India. ‘Throughout 
the whole of this immenfe diftri&, agriculture is in a 
very imperfect ftate, and in that ftate it muft continue 
from the oppreflions of petty tyrants in their own dif- 
tri€ts, or the external evils occafioned by the wars of 
contending chieftains. 


Tue following obfervations felected from an ac- 
count of this people by Willam H. Tone, command- 
er of a regiment in the fervice of the Pefhwah, are en- 
titled to be regarded as the’moft authentic that have. 
yet been communicated’6n this fubje&t. Froma long 
refidence in the country, “and*a‘minute perfonal ob- 
fervation of their manners, this gentleman has -en- 
joyed very fuperior advantages in elucidating this 

fubject. 


«*T know not under what precife head to arrange 
the form of the Mahratta government. It is not, 
{triétly fpeaking, a complete monarchy ; they have no 
titled nobility; of confequence it does not come un- 
der the definition of an ariftocracy : the people have 
_ ho weight ; it is therefore no democracy. It would 
perhaps be beft defcribed, by refembling it to the 
circles of Germany, as a military republic, compofed 
.of chiefs independent of each other ; acknowledging 
as their — head; the Pefhwah, who is himfelf 
the 
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the fuppofed minifter of the Sattarah Rajah. Their 
fubmiffion, however, is in many particulars merely 
nominal. The unfortunate defcendant of Sevajee, 
though lefs than a cypher, has fome occafional at- 
tentions paid to him. No Pefhwa can be appointed 
without receiving the kelat of inveftituré from his 
hands. Whenever the Pefhwa takes the field in per- 
fon, he mutt previoufly receive an audience of leave 
from the Rajah. The country circumjacent to Sat- 
tarah, enjoys an exemption from military depredations 
of all kinds; and whenever any chief enters this dif- 
tri&t, all enfigns of royalty are laid afide ; and the 
nagara, or great drum of the empire ceafes to beat. 
Thefe, I believe, are the’only-marks of attention paid 
to the nominal head of this-powerful government; in 
other particulars, he is a clofe prifoner on a very mo- 
derate allowance. The prefent Rajah was fome few 
years back, a private filladaY, or commandant of 
horfe; but being unfortunately of the blood of Seva- 
jee, on the demife of his predeceffor, he was exalted 
from a ftate of happy obfcurity, to the fplendid mi- 
fery of a throne and 2 prifon. 


' Every thing refpecting this extraordinary people, 
becomes an objett of curiofity, as they appear a kind 
of phenomenon in the world of oriental politics. _ 
Their principles of government excite our attention, 
as they difcover a mode of thinking and acting, total- 
ly differing from the regular fyftem of European 
policy. The very local arrangements of empire are 
peculiar ; the territory of the different chiefs being 

ZZ blended 
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blended or interfperfed with each other. Part of the 
Pefhwa’s dominions lie on the fea coaft, and part on 
the northward of Delhi... It is alfo no uncommon 
thing for a pergunnah, fometimes a fingle town, to 
belong to two or three different chiefs: fome are even 
the joint property of the Pefhwa and the Nizam. A 
difpofition fo chequered, ftrikes me as having a ten- 
dency to weaken the combined ftrength of the whole; 
but whether this be the effeét of policy or accident, 
I confefs I cannot determine. 


. Tue Pefhwa, though the acknowledged head of 
the empire, has but very little territory in his own 
hands: the Soubadarry, of Amedabad, worth about 
fixty. lacks a year, is the-largeft diftri& he poffeffes. 
Some of the great perfonages of the Poonah Sircar. 
hold jagheers from the: ftate by-right of office, which 
being independent of the Pefhwa, are very valuable« 
That lately held by Purferam Bow, was. worth thirty 
lacks annually, Ruftia Foncia, or as he is termed the 
Tope Koonah Walla, an officer correfponding to, our 
mafter-general of ordinance, Firkia and many others, 
have very confiderable revenues; but the mere land- 
ed income in the hands of the Pefhwa, i is very trifling ¢ 

His refources depend upon the contributions of the 
other members of the empire, which every thing in- 
cluded, do not exceed four crore of Tupees.a year. 


‘ In the great_durbar of Poonah, all the higher 
offices: are. hereditary... The Dewan*, Furnavefe g- 
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Chitnavefe+; and even the commander in chief or’ 
holder of the jerry put§ are all fituations held by 
defcent ; and fo much is this rule adhered to, that no 
pefhwa has ever prefumed to invade it. Thecuftom, 
however, does not obtain in the inferior durbars._- 

Ir is one peculiar feature of the Mahratta govern-- 
ment, that the empire always confiders itfelf as in a- 
ftate of war. This circumftance entirely refults . 
from the unfettled and fluétuating ftate of the inter. 
nal government : their recent. acquifitions in Hin-. 
doftan are held only by the fword; and. they are, 
under the neceflity of compelling the payment of the. 
Chout, always given with reludtance, or extorted by: 
aétual force. But, independent.of thefe motives,” 
war-is with them a fource-of revenue; as the diffe-) 
rent chiefs of the empire;smake annual campaigns in. 
the few diftrits which-have not yet been brought to. 
a ftate of fubjeCtion, or atual fervitude. Thefe mi-, 
litary excurfions .are termed Muluk-gheré, two Per-. 
fian words, which fignify taking pofleffion of ter-. 


titory. 






Tuts eternal warfare is the caufé of an enormous: 
expence ; to fupply which the Mahrattas have many” 
modes of finance ; but the moft prevailing one is. 
that of anticipating their revenues. It is unnecef- 
fary to enlarge on the defeéts of a fyftem fo ob- 

ae. - vioufly- 


¢ Mafter of requefts. § A {mall fandard made of gold cloth. 
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vioufly pernicious. Thefe mortgages upon the ter- 
ritorial reventie are negociated by wealthy Soucars, 
between whom and the minifter there always exifts 
a proper underftanding; they are frequently at a 
difcount of thirty or forty per cent. and then paid in 
the moft depreciated currency. This ruinous me- 
thod of raifing the fupplies. arifes from the unfettled 
ftate of the country, which induces government to 
prefer a certain fum in hand, though at an enormous 
ufury, to the poflible receipt of a precarious reve- 
nue at the expiration of three or four years, to which 
extent they are frequently anticipated. In fuch di- 
firi&ts as ‘remain in the management of the Sircar, 
the taxes are raifed according’ to the ufages of the 
higheft antiquity, and ‘are jgenerally very moderate. 
The duties on nmodities, on a4 grofs efti- 
mate, never exceed five | per cent. except on Ghee, 
which amount to fifty.” “Thé'revenue refulting from 
the proprietary right to the foil, which is. one half of 
the produce ; ; the Chout paid by the Nizam, and — 
the plunder raifed by Moulukgheré, form the grand 
pecuniary refources of the Mahratta empire. Thefe, 
though amounting to a vaft fum, are far fhort of 
the current expences. The conquered country ‘in 
Hindoftan, exhaufted by continual depredations, is 
io longer’ capable to furnifh a fingle rupee. ~The 
entire wealth of this once rich country, is buried in 
the private treafuries of the Mahratta chiefsy and loft 
to all 'the purpofes of circulation. So great is the 
icarcity of fpecie in the upper provinces, that for 


tele two years pat, Scindia = been — to ex~ 
tort 
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tort money from the Poonah government for et 
—— of his vaft armies in Hindoftan. 
. Bip 
ie the different seatcaie of the native powers, 
as in the moft defpotic ones, the prince unlefs he 
poffefles great talents, is merely a cypher ; the De~ 
wan, or minifter, has all authority in his hands. 
This office is univerfally beftowed om the perfon who 
gives the greateft nuzzur, or more properly {peaking, 
can furnifa fum to anfwer fome particular exigence 
of the ftate: for an inability to fupply money for 
current expences, is always fure to difplace a mini~ 
fter.. The prince having taken: the bribe, often a- 
mounting to many lacks of rupees, the objeét-of the: 
purchafer is to reimburféshimfelf. Here the great: 
door: to.-corruption is thrown open: every office is 
fet up to auGtion, and knocked down to the highef 
bidder, without regarding any” qualification. but the: 
price. -Every fituation, Komifdare, Killadars, and: 
’ places, are difpofed of im public: market. No check 
can be given to confequential peculation.. He that’ 
fhould punifh the delinquent, has himfelf fet the ex-: 
ample, and is equally implicated in his guilt. . The 
very man that has bought his office isnot certain of 
holding it a year; this confideration gives additionat 
Keennefs to: his avarice, till it gets whetted to the 
higheft. degree, and he extorts from the unfortunate 
Ryut the product of his labour, without compunc- 
tion. ‘Thus he plunders without mercy the very 
fubject it is his duty to proteét. If this tyrant be re- 
moved, the evil..is by no means removed with: him ; 
oe for 
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for his fucceffor, if he buys his office, (and on no: 
other terms will he get it), will moft certainly be 
— aes and unprincipled. 


Ir is from caufes of this kind, that the bulk of the: 
people are almoft without property. Few under a 
Mahratta government have any opportunity of ac- 
quiring wealth, except the powerful Brahmins, who 
hold offices in the Durbar. Their avarice is infa- 
tiable; and if ever the madnefs of accumulation 
was marked with the higheft degree of folly, it is in 
the prefent inftance: for although the Brahmin may _ 
be permitted to go on even for years in every prac- 
tice of extortion, his wealth at laft excites the atten- 
tion of the prince, wheri he is obliged to difgorge, 

‘and is perhaps ordered! to’ 4 Kella for life. If he 
happens to die while in office, his property is gene~ 
rally fequeftrated by the Sircat. In this cafe his fa- 
mily is provided for either by a penfion, of other- 
wife ; and the cuftom of plunder, which is called 
Goonogeré *, forms one very confiderable part of 
the: eertngee revenue, 


Upon the whole, I believe, there is not upon re- 
cord an example of any government fo little caleu- 
lated to give protection to the fubject, as the flue- 
tuating and unfteady fyftem of the Mahrattas: an 
aetoaicn formed of rapacity, corruption, and 

sa infta- 


* Compound epithet, fignifying crime penalty, 
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inftability, affords but little hope of domeftic happi- 
nefs, or public fecurity. ‘To this grand fource may 
be afcribed the accumulated mifery of the people ; 
oppreflion, poverty, and famine, which laft — 
the appropriated curfe’ ofthis country. When w 
refle& on the great fertility of Hindoftan in gesicraty 
it is amazing to confider the frequency of this dread- 
ful vifitation. It is evidently not owing to any fteri- 
lity in the foil or climate, fince there are many fea- 
fons that yield two or three crops; the evil muft be 
traced to fome political caufe; and it requires but 
little penetration to difcover it in the avarice and ex- 
tortion of the various governments. In a country 
fuch as this, where revéliitions are fo common, the 
great {pur to induftry,.that of fecurity, is taken a- 
way ¢ the Ryut, who cultivates his ground this year, 
is by no means fure of poffeffing it the next: if he 
fhould, it is highly probable that under a govern- 
ment that holds its fway only by the fword, fome 
large detachment may be quartered in his neigh- 
bourhood: no greater blow can be given to induf- 
try; for a Mahratta army is more indefatigably de- 
ftru€tive than myriads of locufts. “Ihe property of 
friends and enemies falls equally a prey to their un- 
diftinguifhing depredations. Hence no man raifes 
more grain than is barely fufficient for himfelf ; and 
the produce of the year is juft equivalent to its con- 
fumption. The confequence is, as there are no pub- 
lic granaries, that the firft unfavourable feafon pro- 
duces a famine : the inhabitants abandon their fields, 
and either fly to the coaft, or to fome other place, 
where 
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where the famine has prevailed lefs, This new ac- 
ceflion.of people produces a famine there alfo, and 
the evil becomes univerfal. 


Ir is at this period, that the traveller beholds the 
greateft of all human miferies; hunger, nakednefs, 
and difeafe, and death, which in this cafe is the extreme 
of mercy... He fees the ftreets ftrewed with carcafes ; 
the highways with fkeletons; and every countenance 
proclaiming mifery, wretchednefs, and defpair. It 
is owing to the frequency of this dreadful calamity, 
that the Mahrattas are total {trangers to charity, and 
poflefs an infenfibility of heart, to which other na- 
tions are ftrangers. The. feelings become fteeled 
with.a repetition of diftrefs; efpecially in a people 
whofe ruling paffion is avarice. A Mahratta will 
fee his own brother expire before him with the moft 
phlegmatic compofure. Perhaps the man wlio has 
beheld his whole family die around him, without ex- 
citing one fentiment of compaffion in his fellow- 
beings, will, when the evil again recurs, find his heart 
hardened againft mankind from a recollection of 
their barbarity, rather than foftened to pity by 4 
knowledge of their diftrefs. Such is the effect of fa- 
mine upon morals; but I believe it has never pro- 
duced one infurrection againft the government, 
which, for the moft part, occafions it. The Hindoo 
has. but few paflions ; he confiders misfortune as his 
fate; and he fubmits without a Grade, {ous 
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It is alfo owing to famine, and its concomitant 
depopulations, that fome parts of India are fo thinly 
inhabited. I believe it may be fafely afferted, that 
through the whole country (Bengal and Behar ex- ° 
cepted) one acre in fifty is not cultivated ; and the 
quantity of tilled land will always bear a proportion 
to the number of people to be maintained by it. It 
is no uncommon circumftance for large cities, in the _ 
time of famine, to lofe three fourths of their inhabi- 
tants; and the country fuffers in the fame degree. 
Frequently whole diftri€ts are fwept away, and for 
years remain a jungle, notwithftanding the climate 
is fo favourable to population. Upon the whole, 
between the indolence of the people, and the rapacity 
of the government, famine appears to be the prime 
curfe of this country; yet, incredible as it may 
feem, no provifions ares ever made againft it; but 
that the fault is not in nature.’e 






or the natives, may be 
feen by turning to Bengal, which, enjoying a more 
fteady adminiftration, has not fuffered famine, 1 be- 
lieve, fince that which happened in 1770, or 177', 
twenty-fix years ago; although every other part of 
India has been frequently vifited by it fince that pe- 
riod, 


Sucu is the comparative ftate of the Britifh pro- 
vinces, and the reft of India, drawn by a difintereft- 
ed. fpectator, and I have often had occafion to wit- 
nefs its accuracy and truth. Upon what principle 
then does the Abbe Reynal, and after him other ig- 
norant declaimers, give out that the Englith have 

Aaa -robbed 
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robbed the natives of their poffeffions,, and diftreffed 
them by their cruelties?. The Britith territories are, 
in truth, the only part.of the country which they 
peaceably poffefs; the only afylum where they, at 
this hour, enjoy in any competent degree either pro, 
tection, plenty, or comfort. Aniong a people fa 
long accuftomed to anarchy or mifrule, it would be 
too fanguine to expect that habits of induftry or jub- 
miffion to order can be fpeedily eftablifhed; yet that 
the extenfion of European dominion over this vaft 
country, above deicribed, has proved a great blefling, 
is a truth as incontrovertible as any in the {cience of 
morals. . It has already been brought to. the teft of 
experience; and fo far as: it. has-yet extended, the 
truth: has; obtained all the- ‘evidence of demonftration. 

When, therefore, you, hear ‘of inftances of mifcon- 
du& in our countrymen, and there perhaps have been 
fome, they do not overturn the general principle 5 
for affuredly a fyftem in fome refpeéts bad, -may be a 
great improvement on another which has always 
been ass and radically worfe. 


ite 3: 





Near Patna, Nov. 1799+ 


Tar fecurity of fo vatt. -atertitory as the Britifh em- 
pire in India, mutt be=re rarded as a momientous 
concern, whether you view the fubje@ in regard t to 
external defence, or internal proteCtion. The moft 
populous nation in Europe couid not perhaps” fupply 
the continual drain of inhabitants which an army a- 
dequate to this purpofe mult neceffarily require. “An 
hundred thoufand troops could not prove fufficient ; 
and reckoning the life of a foldier in India at the 
average of ten years, this would annually withdraw 
ten thoufand of the moft ufeful and enterprifing part 
of the community, after it had already fupplied the 
unavoidable wafte of a numerous military eftablith- 
ment at home. Could fuch a number of hands be 


ens for the fupply of one branch of the fervice, 
it 


rst 
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_ it would induce a debility at home, or a depopiilas 
tion which no foreign dominion could compenfate. 
It was perhaps the overtftrained exertions of the Por- 
tugueze and Spanifh nations, co-operating with a 
more than ordinary corruption of manners, that has 
lowered the power and confequence of thefe king- 
doms in the fcale of Europe, to a degree which no 
acquifition of wealth can retrieve. 


Happity for Great Britain, the defence of this 
country does not neceflarily require fuch a propor- 
tion of its inhabitants. The natives are themfelves 
excellent foldiers while under the difcipline and- 
cothihand of European officers: they are not only 
expert in their exercife; but diftinguifhed by a cool 
and fteady bravery which would do- honour to any 
troops. The revenue of the country will always be 
adequate to defray the charge of a fufficient number 
of native troops, if managed with any economy and- 
the fubordination which they have ever fhewn, is 4 
full fecurity for their fidelity. ‘The army has om 
every occafion been fubmiffive to its commanders; — 
the individuals of which it is compofed have facrificed 
to difcipline more. of their prejudices, than can be 
found in any other inftance. Brahmins, and perfons 
of the higher cafts, are commanded by their inferiors 
Jnrank without a murmur upon aétual duty. Many 
inftances may perhaps be produced in which they — 
have been deprived of part of their fmall allowan- 
ces, by the mean antifices of their fuperiors ; but} 
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believe there is hardly a fingle example of their make 
ing a common caufe to revenge their wrong. 


On a late occafion, a corps of native infantry, 
upon a miftaken interpretation of their inclination, 
was ordered to be embarked as marines, a fervice 


- Not included in the terms of their covenant with the 


Company, and directly | contrary to the prejudices of 
the greater. part of the Hindoos. They refufed to 


comply = force was employed; they refifted it as far 
-as they were able; but were forced to fubmit. This 
_tranfaction, while it difplays their tenacity to their 


principles, and the terms of their agreement, fhews 
alfo their implicit fubmiffion, where we have a right 


. to their fervices. | his-refractory corps was attacked 


by another of their own countrymen, and foon re- 


Gir 


the direction of fee officers. 


‘Tus tranfation, however much it may refleé& 
upon the equity of our conduét, affords the fulleft 
evidence of the want of a general fpirit of refiftance 
to Europeans. If our conduét be guided in any 
meafure by juftice or humanity, we can have nothing 
to apprehend from a general combination of a native 
army. 


Tees is probably ftill lefs to dread from a gene- 
ral confederacy of=the independent princes of the 
country againft us. Their mutual jealoufies and 


a animofities will for ever defeat fuch a fcheme. ‘The 


* 
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advantage here is all upon our part; for during a — 
late war with Tippoo a more numerous ‘combination 
was formed by us again{t that prince, than the mo- 
iarchs of India could ever bring to co operate for 
the affertion of their common independence. “The 
armies of India refemble thofe undifciplined bands 
which the feudal princes of Europe formerly collect. 
ed around them. They are compofed of the depen- 
dents of the great lords of court; are retained by 
them. and meet or difband at their pleafure, rather 
than by the orders of the prince. A combination of 
thefe chiefs may prove formidable to their own fo- 
vereign, but never to a foreign power. : 


“A fepoy army muft then: prove the chief defence 
of our pofieffions ; “neither its number nor expence 
can prove a burden to the inhabitants at large: their 
pay is fuperior to the wages 6f common labour, and- 
more punctually paid ; numbers are therefore willing 
to enlift, tor a limited number of years, during which 

- the frugal native is often enabled to accumulate what, 
to him, is an independent fortune, esi: 


Ir is from this circumftance that they fo frequent- 
ly afk leave to retire from the fervice ; a thing more 
injurious to the fervice in appearance, than in reality. 
‘Their independent and eafy circumftances, attracts 
others to fupply their place ; while there is little to 
be apprehended from their engaging inthe army of — 
any hoftile power. A native foldier, after a few 
months difafe, becomes as completely ignorant of 
a eS Re?” 
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‘his duty, as’ if he had. never learnt it. The reduc- 
tion of a body of men to mere mechanical motions, 
in which the excellence of difcipline ,has been fup- 
pofed to confift, is the workjof nature herfelf. upon 
the natives of India. Deprive them of the officer, 
who may be regarded as the aéting {pring, and they 

are unable to execute any movement however fimple : 

difcontinue their exercife for a fhort time, and they . 
will refume it with a confcioufnefs of their own in- 

capacity ; every trial is ineffectual till again they are 

wound up anew by the labour of frefh inftruction. 

The natives are therefore incapable of carrying Eu- 

ropean difcipline into a foreign army; as often as the 

country powers have attempted this, they have pro- 
cured officers from that fervice to introduce it. 


Native troops are allo preferable from the {mail 
expence of their eftablifhment. A battalion of a 
thoufand men, exclufive of the pay of officers, may 
_ be kept up at a fmaller charge than fome individual ~ 
fervants coft the Company. Our dominion in In-” 
dia, therefore, will probably prove coeval with our 
economy and public virtue: fhould profufion fo far 
increafe, that a few favourites fhall engrofs and difli- 
pate the means of fupporting our power, it mult 
fall like ‘an edifice that has been undermined in its © 
foundation. 


From the infubordination or revolt of its native. 
armies, Britain has nothing to fear; from their 
Se incapacit 

= | pacity 
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_ incapacity to repel hoftile attacks, it has probably 
Mill lefs- It is to the diffolute and corrupt habits 
of its fervants ; or to the treachery of its F uropean 
troops, that it muft look for the gradual decay, 
er the fudden overthrow of i its power in India. 


oF 
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OF THE SERVANTS OF THE INDIA COMPANY. 
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Calcutta, Dec. 1799. 


Tue whole of the Hon. Company’s civil and mili« 
tary fervants holding appointments, by the moft ac- 
curate lifts publifhed, do not amount on this efta~ 
blifhment to more than two thoufand. This muft 
certainly appear a {mall number of perfons to engrofs 
with their falaries fo large a fum as that which con- 
ftitutes the eftablifhed charge of this Prefidency. 


"Tue far greater part of the fervants of the Com- 
pany however enjoy only moderate appointments 5 
whether you regard the facrifice made to attain them, 
or the duty required in their faithful-execution. © The 
man who removes fo far from his native land, and 
breaks off every tie whether of affection or of blood, 
certainly merits fome compenfation for the pofitive 
_ comforts and advantages which he thus foregoes. 
PS ae Bhk When 
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‘When to this you add the dangers incurred from the 
climate, which even in its moft favourable operation 
foon debilitates the conftitution, and certainly fhor- 
tens the period of life; it may readily be admitted 
that the enterprifing fpitit of the Company’s férvants 
is not extravagantly rewarded. 


Tat a fubaltern in the army, ora junior civil 
fervant, after having incurred. the expence of a long 
voyage, and a genteel education, fhould receive a 
competent fubfiftence, for here it is no more, is cer- 
tainly what he is entitled to in any part of the world. 

- But from this frugality and decorum in the payment 
of the Company’ s anita there have crept in many 
-wide deviations. Leen gon 





telat bea: Evia ityone BR, 

Xou.- will in fome Fatasides find a ane indisidual 
and his family in. the.receipt of an annual falary al- 
mott fufficient to defray. the ordinary charge of a fe 
poy battalion. Whether this: be »profufion,. partiali- | 
1¥,0F a generous retribution of fervices, all mutt. al 
low that.ir. encroaches feverely, upon that revenue, by 
-which the empire in this part of the world muft be 
defended, »But.withdrawing the means of defence is 
by no.means the. only.effect of this unequal, diftribu- 
tionjof, the revenue. it tends. in p vaHians, unis to en- 
saMale ies danger.) oo i). visds ai boduesy yubeodd@ 
bes baa! TH oon: ew: BRut 
eb Sieaaean, aaceaee fuddenly accumulated,. hold 
Bp @ dazgling but falfe piture of the. riches of our 
India -pofleflions,, ‘The. attention, “Rot, only, of the 
- aiw oo country 





# 


INDIAN’ RECREATIONSS | 379 


<ountry: powers, ‘but!of every nation in Europe, is 
turned towards them with a jealous avidity. If any 
circumftance ‘more powerfully than. another can pro- 
voke:invafion, it is this pernicious’ difplay of ima- 
oa — ome re Hoge St ae 
- ie | 
iplacateta afflience i in this hati of aya isi im- 
sicily deftrinftive to-every branch ofthe ‘ervice. — 
Irregular living, gaming,» and profufion, are the im- 
mediate confequences to all in the vicinity of one dif- 
fipated civil fervant of the Company. » Young’ of- 
ficers. and writers are tempted to partake in allthe 
‘indulgences of luxury: they engage im play, ; con- 
tract debt on exorbitant intereft, and ruin approaches 
‘with. irrefiftible rapidity... Hence, while the excef- 
five opulence of individuals holds up a bait to the 
enemies ofthe country; it-debilitates and renders un- 
ferviceable that aay -of men: whe saeco 
its nico 


p eet 
a ae 


es is: in his: icant that “agro mind 
Sean probably trace the decline of the Britith power 
in India. Extravagant fortunes, accumulated in the 
Eat, are carried home to be diffipated in all the 
taftelefs profufion»of new. gotten wealth. “Manners 
become corrupted at home; new adventurers more 
-diffolute than the former arrive, who inftead of 
checking, improve upon the vices of their predecel- 
fors.. Vhe army becomes diffolute and neceflitous ; 
e fate i in which it has ever proved lels asres ad 


_ its enemies resis ie cil shinee fig 
: Te 
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Tue proper guidance, and virtuous adminiftra-. 
tion of a goveriment fo expenfive/as that of India — 
-and the upright diliributicn of its revenue, proves an 
‘effort too great for the energy and virtue of any in- 
vidual. In fuch a {tate of manners, effeminacy, cor- 
ruption, debts, and treafon, have gradually arifeny 
and-have in the courie of ages diffolved the connec- 
’ tion of every European nation and its Afiatic pro- 
vinces, whofe hiiiory has:ever yet been recorded. 


-'oPeruaps there is no certain grounds upon which. 
you can claim an exemption to the Britifh empire 
from the common cataflrophe of nations. It is how~ 
‘ever comfortable to obferve, that its government in 
India has hitherto continued to improve; both in 
the-fecurity and prote@tion yielded to its native fub- 
jets, and in the equity of its condué to the neigh~ 
bouring powers. In-the:infancy of our power there 
was no regular controul over its operations. ‘Ihe ~ 
ambition of a commander, or the exigencies of the 
treafury, were fometimes fufficient motives to (at+ 
tack-an independent and unoffending neighbour? 
and’ what is ftill more pernicious and dilgraceful, 
the ingenuity of his avarice might difcover treafon in 
a province, merely to afford a a = its ears 
dation, S 


‘In proportion as Indian politics have become bet- 
ter known in Britain, remedies have been regularly 
provided for thefe evils’ His preient Majefty, to 


whofe care Providence: has committed the protection — 
7 ye of 
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ofva larger portion of Afiatic fubjeéts, than ever fell 
under: the dominion of any European monarch, en- 
joys: alfo the peculiar felicity of feeing them better — 
governed. For with all its imperfe@tions the Britifh 
government in India has operated with a more fyfte- 
matical and conftant effeét to the fecurity of the na- 
tives, than that of -any other ps that has ever a¢- — 
quired dctaineiee ene lla tgtied idegh vende * 
sgmnes cabal hate Tiss 

Fake ithe different pes miles from its conft- 
tuent’parts, we have not now to apprehend violent 
or unprovoked attacks againft its neighbours, nor 
the depredation of its provinces by unprincipled 
commanders. ‘There is more imminent danger from 
a weak, inefficient adminiftration, unable to overawe 
the difaffeted, check the difipated, or to intimidate 
the corrupt: “Lhe tendeney of; future times will per- 
haps lead to a government of expenfive jobs and ex- 
pedients for the provifion of relations and favourites. 
In an age not remarkable for the fternnels or inflexi- 
bility of ‘its virtue, it will be difficult to find an indi- 
vidual of integrity and firmnels to refift the folicita- 
tions of favourites; and to do juttice to the claims of 
merit or of fervice. Farther accumulations of of 
fices and emoluments may yet be heaped upon indj- 
viduals and their friends; and thole feeds of degene- 
racy already begun to difclofe, may ripen into the 
full maturity of depravity 5 ; a ftate clofely bordering 
upon difgrace and ruin. The revenue, | inftead ef 
being employed to encreafe the inveftments, or to 


— the military force, may be {quandered a- 
way 


v4 
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away in-empty parade,’ or lavifhed:in: the ereétioniof 
phantaftic: ‘buildings: unders the pretext of ‘magnifi- 
‘cence ; but in'reality to pratilys the ee fia wet 
and Unprinelpled eames 16 abil ris 
“oo I F Tikit e 
In a quarter of the wart te remote as «India, Great 
‘Britain has perhaps more‘ to fear from the:difloyalty 
of its army, than from its diffipation. : The diftant 
poffeflions of the Romans were more frequently loft 
py the Yevolt of their legions, ‘than by their inability 
-%o defend them again foreign: enemies. «Britain it- 
¥eli proclaimed ‘one of its commanding officers.empe- 
‘tor; and was fora while loft tothe fate. Lhe le- 
‘gions in Germany: frequentlyomutinied ; thofe:-en- 
“rufted with the defencé) of the Afiatic | Laem 


“were seme ese rental excefles ses 
wenger mir 


~ Aut thefe ininfeeccisb jcieeat the. wine ; 
aegis ofa diffolute army entrufted to an un- 
principled. commander. — ‘lhe iupreme’ executive 
‘power was never for a moment entrufted to other 
hands than the fenate or the emperors. ‘Whey had 
‘no Officers fixed for life in particular provinces, which 
the executive power had not an-acknowledged right 
to recal, and order upon whatever fervice the gene- 
-ralvexigencies of the {tate might require. © When this 
is the cafe, the officers gradually lofe their attach- 
“ment to the parent ftate; all their interefts centre in 





+ Vid. Tacit. Hift. paffim. © 
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the particular diftri@ to which they are attached, and 
thefe they may confider as direétly oppofite to that 
of the empire at large. A body of officers whofe at- 
tachnients. to their lative country muft be’ weaken- 
ed. in proportion to ‘the time: they have left it, and 
to the diftance of their profpeét of returning, will un- 
avoidably be influenced: by. an e/prit du corps danges 
- ¥ous to-the: ftate.., The fituatiom of all is fimilar 5 
their interefts are fappofed to be the fame ; and it ig 
impoffible, while they feel uncontroulable- power in 
their pofleffion, that they fhould not exert it for 
their individual intereft, rather thysie fe that of their 
country. aie 

» Iy fuch a fituation, ifi€ in yain-to imagine that you 
can attach them to their-couiitry by conferring rank 
and emolument. ‘the -Beft. paid. troops in every 
country have ever becoitie the moft diffolute and un- 
principled ; anda'privileged corps with fuperior pay} 
muft.in, the end prove.as dangerous as the. pretoriant 
bands of Rome, or:the janiffaries. of Conftantinople: 
Ii they are conftituted without: your. authority, and 
are guided; by a different power, you in reality ace 
knowledge their independence. :Lheir numbers, and 
their diftance, render controul difficult, or impoflible. 
They Wwilkfodn feel this, and arrange not only their 
own fervice, bit the government of their province 
agreeably, 10 their own: ideas. that is,-their own pe- 
cuniary “intereft. In‘ the form of: humble advicé, 
petition dr ‘remonftrance, or in whatever ‘languagé 
chp ge sei eiteinis obs it will always 

of) * prove 
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_ prove to their country the dictates of an. army frori 
_ whom it mult receive the law. 


3 Ir our troops therefore in India continue to a& 

with the moderation and difintereftednefs of dutiful 
: fubjeéts for a feries ages, they will overcome a temp- 
tation which has always proved irrefiftible to the reft 
of mankind ; and exhibit to the world an example of 
virtue, of which i its hiftory has not yet recorded any 
well attefted example, 


Tae tides acquifition of fuch an extent of do- 
minion as the Britifh have obtained in Afia, has pro- 
duced a fituation, for which its government had not 
fufficient experience to enable it at once to frame a- 
dequate regulations., Farther experiments in main- 
taining power over diftant territories will communi- 
cate more knowledge,.andfuggeft other expedients 
more fuitable to this purpofe than local, permanent, 
and independent army. It is probably owing to 
their diffidence of each other, or of the unenterprif- 
ing character of our feapoys, that the empire has not 
already fuftained irreparable lofs, or been torn afun- 
der by fuch a dangerous machine, - 


Invo thefe general firi€tures on’ the ftate of India, 
no allufion either to. the praife or cenfure of any indi- 
vidual at: prefent adting upon the fcene, ‘has been ad 
mitied. A parsicular detail of the charaéter and ac- 
tions of thofe men who have. conduéted its affairs, 
cannot be done with impartiality till fome ages - 
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“the individuals have retired. ‘The perfon who would 
venture into the dangerous precinéts of our recent 
biography, would probably foon have eel reafon 
with. the poet to exclaim, 


“© Incedo super ignes 
uit < Suppositos cinere doloso.” 

In the recbids of the Ponees : we: ead - per- 
haps read our own fate; or at leaft may behold a 
icture | of their manners, which at fome future pe- 
riod may prove too exaét a refemblance to our own. 
“Tt is thus delineated by the Abbé Raynal, a writer 
who, however loofe and inaccurate in detailing fome 
~ particular faéts and cuftoms, had ample means of 
becoming acquainted with the pret outers of the 
Portugueze conduét in A elgg pe a ae 
<< Iw a fhort time they preferved no more : humani- 
ty, or good faith. with each other, than with the na- 
tives. Almoft all the ftates, where they had the 

command, were , divided i into factions. = 
s¢ THERE prevailed every where in their manners 

a mixture. of avarice, debauchery, cruelty, and -de- 
votion. They had moft of them feven or eight con- 
cubines, whom they kept to work with the utmoft 
rigour, and forced from them the money they gain- 
ed by their labour. Such treatment of women was 
Res repuguant to the ES = retes een as 


Pe swt 


a c oo ve re 
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« Tue chiefs, and) principal: officers, retained. 2° 
multitude of thofe finging and dancing women, witli 
which. India, abounds... Effeminacy introduced itfelf 
ovine their Houles ‘and armies. .. The-officers. marched 

0 meet the enemy in palanquins. That brilliant 
“courage which had fabdued fo: many nations, ex- 





ifted no longer: ‘among them... The  Portugueze were 


with difficulty brought to fight, except where there 
profped: of lunes 38 adhoxtdime Ue King 


~ 


plan A no » OE received the, nts which 
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